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X FHOEVER rc citts of: | hays 
book, that is not acquainted wit 
„the nature of the Queen” Arms 
ſoclety, will, on courſe, be led to aſk the 

three following que ſtions. Firſt, What ſort 
of a ſociety i is Tris ?:. Secondly, How comes 
uch a motto to be fixed to tnis book, nien 
would lead us to expect ſome productions 
intirely new; when it appears, by tae con- 
tents, that the ſubjects are common and fa- 
miliar® And, in the third place, What can 
be tke author's motives for expoſing ſuch” 
trifling diſcourſes as theſe to public; view ?: 
An anſwer to theſe three queſtions will en- 
able the reader to form ſome idea of what 5 
he is to expect in the following ſheets, + 
-. Firſt, as to the ſociety itſelf. By tha: 5 
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contents of this book, you may think we | 


are a ſet of people who meet here for the 
ſake of religious worſhip; bur you will eaſily 
be undeceived, by being: told, that union” 
of ſentiment, which is the main ſupport 
and cement of all rei ous . would 
8. „% EY 6 | A. Set. A 


iv 5 a 
preſently be the 4375 0.408 of this : For, 
according to the inſtitution of this ſociety, 
each perſon preſent, is allowed to give his 
ſentiments upon the various queſtions,.- 
which, by the approbation of this ſeciety, 
have been entered in_the book; and, ua 
great many of the queſtions a e concerning 
moral and religious ſubjects, it would be 
{a4 4 inſipid to hear all of the ſame opinion. 
But ſo far from this being the citfe,*that 
vere one to reckon up all the different de- 
nominations of people who wear the chriſtian 
name, and add to them both the Jew and 
the Deiſt, it would ſtill be doubtful, whe- 
cher or no we compriſe the whole that at one 
time or another reſort hither. For though 
there are members, chairmen, and rules, yet 
all that come are welcome, :: if they! behave 
with order and decency. 
And as this is the nature of the Society, 
what a variety of opinions may we not ex- 
peect, eſpecially upon religious ſubjects? And 
here it is that people, of all denominations, | — 
learn to forget the prejudice of education, 
nnd to make a diſtinction between men and 5 
their principles: And perhaps there never 2 
Was a ſociety ſo well calculated to deſtroy 
bigotry and a party ſpirit, which, till of |  ' 
Bio ch years, ſo much (rms: in this king- 
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was is thought proper, a few years 4255 that 
fix orations, or lectures, ſhould be ſpoke 


or read by different perſons about a'quatter 


of an hour long, the firſt, Friday in every 


month, upon ſuch ſubjects as ſhould be ap- ö 
: proved of by the ſociety. And as the labo- 


rious bee not only gathers honey from the 


| ſweeteſt flowers, but alſo from the moſt ; 
; ſtinking weeds z ſo a mind, rightly prepared, 


may reap ſome advantagefrom almoſt every 
- ſubject which m de advanced. Such then 
is the nature of t ueen's-Arms ſociety. 
And as the contents of the following 
ere are fixteen- orations, delivered at 
different times, to this ſociety, the ſecond. 
_ queſtion. is now to be anſwered, namely, 
how the author came to fix a motto that 
would lead one to expect ſomethifig intirely 
new was to be offered ? As for the ſubjects. 


of theſe, orations, they muſt be pretty anci-- 


ent indeed; ; being borrowed from the ſcrip- 
tures; and. as 7015 the doctrines contained in- 
the oratians, you may be aſſured they are as. 
old as the {criptures themſelves, For there 
are but two points kept in view through. 


Wo "the whole of the ſubſequent work, namely, 
the doctrine of original ſin, Which the mo- 


dernizers of chriſtianity are pleaſed to ſtile 
* Original nonſenſe; and the doctrine of juſ- 
- tification- by faith in a Redeemer's righte- 
ouſneſs; which your refining gentry call the 


Deſtroyer of good werks. But how theſe. 4 


i 


. : 
ccc 


th. HIT" OPEN, . 
j- bo ts 

Ou = 8 E e " mr - 
2 eo 4 > Þ. — — (i ” _—_ = = od . * 1 * 1 e o 

>, = 7 1 a ra LOFT - ANT; l __ S >” SV 3 Ps — * 

* Ly * n ESE 405 

* d —"- - N Fs. - 
— = — _—_— $42 — of rey - - 2 — — — r — 4 
'* wo q . . _ o - \ - \ _ 
- Ms — — — 
* 1 — " J * — — 5 
_ — — — af _y — _ = — — has 


G 


can be called immemorata, or uomendoned | 
before, is the queſtion. Theſe doctrines 


may be ſaid to be unthought of before, or 


uvn mentioned; | becauſe: no man, by dhe 
light of natural reaſon. wauld ever ones 
- dan been brought to think of, or mention 
either of them: witneſs the refined reaſon- 
ing of the Deiſts and Socinians, which leads 
them to bury them both in eternal oblivion. 
And orb may likewiſe be faid to be un · 
thought of by all the unregenerate men in 
the world, however they may talk about 
them, becauſe the Spirit alone can canvince 
of fin and of righteouſneſs : And, as Horace 
laid, © He was the firſt who adapted. the 


Grecian lambicks to a Latin ear: So this 


ſociety may well be ſaid to be the firſt that 
brought religious orations to be delivered at 
a tavern; a thing that once would have been 
as n out of character, as to ſee a death's 


head painted over the door al a play- 


houſe. 5 2312 5 
And as for theſe orations in ener 
(if they may be allowed the name) every 
one that reads them, perhaps may think the 
author to be an original; becauſe ſuch 
a mixture of ſeriouſneſs, ſatyrs, burleſque, 
and poetical flights are jumbled together, 
as ſcarce any body would, mou anke of. 
but himſelf. 

And to mention one. more realon hy 


| hey mike k ce immemorata, is the 
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indligeſied-n manner in bie they are ſent . 
into the Wo Tr}. For this che reader my” 
well be aſſured oi: that fo ſar was the au- 

om having any thoughts -of letting 
them be publiſhed, that they "were never 


intended to be read by any but himſelf. 
And whoever reads them, Wil eaſily ob- 
ſerve ſuch rapid tranſitions, from one thing 


to another, as will plainly ſhew, the perſon 
who delivered them drove Jehu- like to ſave 


his diſtance, the ſubjects being too copious 


to be diſcuſſed in the narrow limits of a 
quarter of an hour. / g 
And this being the N is it not rea- 
ſonable for the author to ſay, He would 


be lad to be read by men of candour and 


ingenuity, "who know how to make allow- 
ances for mens principles, as alſo for time 
and place? The- ſeriouſneſs of a "PIR 3 is 
not to be expected in a tan. 

It may be, many who come hither t to 
waſte an idle hour, neither go to church or 
meeting from one year's end to another: 
therefore the method taken in theſeorations, 
is firſt to amuſe them with ſomething hiſto- 
rica, in order to gain their attention to what 
is doctrinal, and then to preſs, home what 


is experimental: and a candid reader will not 


zmble now and then to ſupply an ellipſis, 


neither will he be offended at the curtailing, 
or abbreviating a text of 2 fince 
he wall Laow it is doar to Jave time?⸗- 
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are rude and unfaſhionable ; 
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ut as no quarter is to be expected from 
thoſe wlioſe principles have been ſo roughly 
handled in the following ſheets, it is to the 
experience of the real chriſtian the author 
will venture to appeal. 7 
The manner of his exprofifons be knows 


but if the 
matter contained will ſtand the touchſtone 
of truth, the chriſtian reader will not act 


the part of an incenſed critie: But that 
thoſe poor unpo 
ed, tried and condemned before an enraged 
Socinian tribunal, is ſo far from being a 


liſhed tracts will be arraign- 


matter of concern to the author, that he 
makes no doubt but every real chriſtian 


will look upon the condemnation as. the 


playing the factor for hell. 


moſt convincing proof that he has not been 
But now, in the third 


courſes come to appear in public. It is a too 


much to be lamented truth, that even good 


people, who have the root of the matter 
in them, are many of them too narrow and 


contracted in their religious ſentiments; 


and are ready to think, if people do not 
. ſubſcribe in every point to their creed, 


1 ſociety by wholeſale, without cenſidering 


there is no chriſtianity in them; and if de- 
Mm and infidelity have ever been advanced 


2 


any fociety, they immediately: thander 


J lack. that -the 
reader may know why theſe trifling dif- 


t their dreadful anathemas againſt that! 


that 


ents; 5 
o not 
creed, 

if de- 
ancgtl 
nder 


(&rhat]. 


dering 
that 
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7 ix ) 
that there may be, p haps, an Abijah in 


the houſe erde or an Doatlah; i ip | 
| the houſe of Ahab. 


Noi this has been the thts d che e 
Atins ſociety; and the firſt reaſon who 
theſe diſcourſes appear in public, is to let 


believers themlelves ſee, that deiſm is not 


quite ſo rampant in this ſociety, but there 
are even here ſome, who dare ſet their 
Laces as a flint in vindication of real ſpiritual 
chriſtianity, . And the ſecond reaſon is, Be- 
cauſe many, who heard theſe orations de- 
livered, were ſo deſirous of ſeeing ſome of 
them in print, as even to offer to defray 
the expence; ſo that in compliance to thele 
gentlemens requeſts, the author (though, 
-as hath been hinted already, he never in- 
tended that Ke 75 'of them i ſhould * 
pear in public) Has been obliged 
pole him Are 2 that contempt. ps fr idi- 
he Ak he muſt inayoidably. meet with 
from an {I{-natured criticizing. world, who 
will be ſure to ſtigmatize every doctrins, 
contained in theſe orations, as nothing but 
OP Matetee and es 
8 2 boy s bag 
Tbe hre quelfions,” which may 


courſe be aficed, being thus briefly pe e 6 


ed, the reader may now form ſome idea of 
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whar' he is to expect; and alf that the au- 


chor ae * that : every thing Slay 
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and freely retract what is here advanteq; 
if contrary to the oracles of truth and 
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bykin pay be brought ta. the touchſtope 
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truth, and weighed in the balance of ibe 
ſanfuary ; and wherein he ſhall be found to 
err, he will be ever open to conviction, 


experience of the people of God: 
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the demands of the public, and the pleaſing hop 
of the above afflicted object receiving advantage 


ſend forth this edition, and to add one oration more, 


for the incorrectneſs of the fotmer edition, as the 
care and reviſal of it was leſt ſolely to the printen- 


— p «⏑r— ee cies. coho - 


Niete, The former edition, containing fifteen, ora - 
tions, met with a kind and favourable reception, and 


was alſo tranſlated by a clergyman, and printed in the 


Welſh tongue. It has been ſometime out of print, 


and a great call for it made a ſecond edition neceſſa- = 
m, The author having been applied to by a perſon 
W whohas loſt his ſight, to reprint it; therefore às he 


— 


has at ofice an opportunity both of gratifying 


from this publication, he has been prevailed on, to 


namely, the fourteenth: and begs leave to apologize 
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who, he is ſorry to ſay, was not ſo careful 
was expected. ES, | 
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And be placed at the Eaft end of the garden of 


Eden, chernbims, and a flaming ſword, 
1 | which turned every way, ia Kee 


Ide tree of life, Gen, iii. 24. 
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tion of che wiſelt of men, 
ſpent. many. Yeahs. not only in diſcovering the va- 

rious properties of the animal and vegetable crea-. 
tion, but in experimentally a £ the latent 
meanders of the human heart. And were we, 


22 A 


carefully and without prejudice,. to examine the 
various pages of antiquity; not only thoſe, whoſe. 


24 


image and ſuperſcription beſpeak their divine Ori- 
al, but even theſe 8 birth. 
[77 | than that of à human pen; even they would. 
1 RT? 5 afford fufficient evidence, to prove $ flertion of 
nk 206 | Solomon. Eccleſ. vii. a9 „ 
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But Rk ite be aſked, To OY of 21 che 
{hen progeny of human inventions; (flick 
"the tceinidy womb of a depraved imagination has 

wretched mankind tay, ag 


* 


ones the HTfeban rhoftarch did r Ai 


ſon, the miſerable Acteon: It was thou, O my 
<< ſon, waſt the ſource of all thy father's woe, 
<< in the midſt of my great proſperity x. Should 
this, L By, bel Aſked; wy anſwer would be; in 
the language of the great God, by the mouth of 
the prophet, 47 have forſaken Me, the foumain of 


ing \witthr5, an "hive -biwed out 10 iheniſetuts cif 
terns, Braten ci term, that can hold us water, But, 


not to preface my diſcourſe any longer, I ſhall 


endeavour, if poſhble, to trace this' overflows ng 


ſtream of idolatry to its fountain-head, and ſhew, 


how that cloud, which Was, at firſt, „ no bigger 
than 2 man 's band, in in time Whig the 0 


S344. 1 . 4 908 28 . * 


horizo „ 8 r 


Wat I mean by iddlatry, f is "this eithe 


eri bing the properties of delty to what is 70 ; 
God, or elſe addrefling the great God contraty to 
his attributes and perfections, and wp gp tb the 
Would be aldteſſed.” But; Arg, from che 869 
nature of God, 'we may venture to aſfert, chat he 


rules; Which he himſelf has laid 


is invarlable; he was the ſame, "yeſterday, to-day, 
and for ver. And, whatever he declared the me- 


thod, by Which he would be addreſſed by his 


excatures 3 1 chat tctliod of 
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ſubſtanee, the wet. 
quire, What was that preciſe ben Which God 


fruitfulneſs of man's depraved imagination, vainly 


| Ge ay appog'him # bard maftef f heif what 
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9 1341 25 14 
This, then, being. 
he y 


hag laid dawn, by which be addreſſed? 


for, ile has \revealedno, method to man, 1 


would not have been offended, if man had not ad- 
dreſſed him aright: For, where there is no law; there. 
can becind 't « — But it was owing to the 


thinking to invent ways to worſhip God, more 
pleaſing to God than thoſe himſelf. had appointed; 


which became the fruitfulſource of all idola 47 


Now, I know it ig oſten ohjected, 22nd | 
revelation, - that ſo few people being acquainted : 
with it, is a proof that it could not com from 
God, becauſe, ſay its enemies as all matik ind r 
equally related to God ſog to be j juſt, God would* 
have revealed himſelf equally 0 41 But this 
objection is falſe in fact; for · we aſſert, and can 
prove it too; that God did reveal his will to al 
marikind-at once ; the whole wofld hear it, and 
alt other particular fevelatiöns Which d Aber 


made, are mot any thin g hew, But only explatia-” | 


tions of thesfielt getierd}: dhe.” Von Will then afk, 
When could:this revelation be made; chat all the 
world coutd hear it? I anfo 
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once aſked ; nay, ſo far from being aſked for's 


| ! 
garden. Tt z 
i 
buſt gaze riſe to idol 
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pardon; that even aftet he had been upbraided ts 
his face a8 the author of man's offende, hear 
him declare, that he had found the method ts re- 
concile. offeading man, and an offended-God. The 
ſermons preached from this one text, and ſpoken' 
ſtood dangling With their ſg-leaves, in Edem s 


worſhip; and a corruption of re 


Now the firſt religious warſhip,. that God ap- 
xoved, we find, was hy the, mediation; of facrifice, 
which muſt haue been of God's om appoint-, |} 4 
ment; becauſe. it would have been impoſſible for | + 
man ever to think, that the ſhedding of blood 
(a thing fo nauſeous, that it makes human nature 
ſhudder at the thought of it) could. be grateful ta; 
Gods Bat, would one think it? >00-fponer had 
God erected a church in the world, but imme- 
diately the devil rears up a chapel z and, wWwher 


the whole congregation conſiſted but af -twa.peo-; 


- 


* 


ple, (how ſhall 1 ſpeak it ?). the one wage chri- 
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e could 4. be ebe e 
God: No; he was t00 fine a gentleman to dun 


God as himſelf thought ßt, he was aſfured God 


 (ptthops) laugbod at che old 10 


N 
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ſuch a naſty thing as blood to. be preſented before 


himſelf a fallen creature; and, if he addreſſed 


would deſite no more; But the great God reſenmta 
the afftont, and lets Cain know, he wus not tb 
be triſted with ; and thus expoſtulates with kim: 
F thou addreſſeſt me aright; is there not ap. 
don but, if thou doſt not addteſs me aright, fi | 
wieth, n at the beginning. And, what is very 
zamarkadle;- Cain never once pretended to plead: 
ignorance ; for, no doubt, his father Adam had 
oſeen pteacbed- unto: him the doctrine of ofiginal = 
fing pon Which the doctrine of 4 propitiatien 
was founded. But he, like r 
\ This, then, was dhe firſt act of -doktry;' 5 
Giſbehef of divine revelation and — own. 
performances; and though,” from: this time, 
throughaut all the antedituvian world, I db not” 
find any other God worſhippeds but only the tint 
God yet here lay the fin; all! unbelievers, in- 


head" of preſenting a ſaerifice before God, and : 


N natliping: g that he was Res: to 
deayenrring 0 remdgo him propitious by air own 
inventions. _ | 

Ang dt is wor 


1 0 


e, 600 malt an 


1: 2 eee thoſe antediluvian gentry, and 


een Whether a corruption of principle did not pro- 
- "I BY B 3 _ duce, 


13 
$. - 
> wo ; 


1 1 161 
mr duce," a8 its genuine fruit a corruption of prae- 
1 ice; though our modern deiſts pretend, at leaſt, 

| chat they are men of extraordinary 0108 : but 
its I find perſecution and bloodſhed, mufder and ra 

1 pine, the enormous brood f cheit deprabed p prin- 
Fi -.&iple:: ., And,-/:as/fimilar cauſes produce ſimilar 
ith effects, ſo it is natural to conclude, that the fame 
1119 tree, wherever it grows, will bear the ſame fruit. 
Bat, a. I would. not ſlander even the devil! him: 
A; Leeltf, ſo neither would I inſinuate, that the ante- 
! - _ diluvian:world.ever fell into, any'worſe idolatry 
47" than deiſm; for, as three perſons were able to 
EFTeep up the remembrance of the truè God, ' from 
ams till Noab; it was hardly 'p6tlble, (they 
=. + could. deify anjtccreated being; 7 chat as 5 

lerued for the inventions of modern times. 

But, nau, the firſt act of the world's lends he; 
gun to draw to- concluſion, when the whole | 


> 


4 A. 
. 


3 


* F * 
ne!!! ² 1 A re: 


i L world, except eight perſons, were ſunk into de- | 
imm; and, as the curtain dropt at the end of the 
if _- Jaſt ſcene, how dreadful" was the interlude” that n 
If! 4ollowedfi- You: might nowbchol8 the idolatious }} - 
tl Vretches, who had refuſed to hear che yoice f 
| | + God, begin to tremble at the deafning roar of | © 
1F ſpouting cataracts, in dreadful. eddies / Whirled, b 
1 more loud than thoſe that ſtun, wirh ! hideous i 
1 | noiſe, the inhabitants of Nileg or thoſe loud yells i 
11 of Scylla's barking dogs, whoſe echo found? 
s Charybdis's ſhip- devouring a, and 


0 arikes _ the trembling mariner. 4 200 


SE 


But, 


3 — * 
abc * > 1 . — A 1 on — 
„— f ˙⅛R‚:. — — ˙ on TS 
* 


HEY 


But, to leave a deluged race "floating amidſt 


jou KB their watry graves, let us now'purſte' the living 

Iſs monument of electing love, ener ibid" ie 
26 relicks of a ruined Wicks And what do I Hear 
2 of furviving Noah? He opens the firſt - ſecene of 


ing himſelf a houſe, but with erecting am Altar 
"unto the Lord. A leſſon this; for all his future 

race, at their firſt ſetting? out: in lifes to feet, F, 

the kingdom of God, and then, I am Tire; we fuld 
not have ſo many bankrupts. But, we are told; 
God ſmelled a ſweet ſmell; chat is, God approve 
ed of the facrifice, us it Was * of Noah's 
5 faith in, che orig] inal prot 
is given, by God will me 070 00 wha 
as could ene by none other but the mouth of 


Jod; an fa 


the next words: ſhould have been, $4 and-I willtei- 
| ther! mike bim better, or I will bring a deluge in 
every age: | Noy but, becauſe! of this, I: will ne 
more deſtroy the earth By the waters bf a fd. 
Amazing Or And it was not long after» this; 
| belle e babe 2 r ere mn W er hr 


1 e cle — — of : yk 1005} 35 
. But preſently, immorality began to bud, * 
ſoon after, idolatry in a thoufand ſhapes; and not 
"oy deiſm, but polytheiſm prevailed; men began 
to ſtudy arts and ſciences, and, a8 the art of writ- 
& Ws not then invented; (nor, as is robs 

1 | B 4 


- — 


the new world; with What 2 Nr With bufld- 


ys he, the imapination e mum F heut in 
wil from Bis l And, one would have thought, - 


4 81 
r vt Moſes). all knowledge was don 
veyee by types and ſymbolic repreſentations. The 
fat God was himſelf the author of this fort of 
ies: A ſor inſtance, ſacriſice was 2 typical 
uctor, and the rainbow became a ſymbol-; 
—— it taught men, that God 
would no more drown. the world by a flood,” Bur; 
a8 wen were always quick at invention, ſo, in 
ee time, when Egypt became the ſeat of 
ing, they began to draw / up a ſyſtem of divit 
nity, which they committed ta lieroglyphie 
characters. > The great God was ſymbolically re- 
2 a Bon, an eagle, 
man, and a bull; eternity by a eircle, juſtice - 
dy a flaming ſword, wiſdom, by a ſerpent» And. 
ſo long as the original import of theſe figures was 
i adhered to, they taught men ſacred truth, apileck © 
in the theory... But, - when. divinity! became. 3 
ſccienco, — — 
ſchoals, men began to miſtake thoſe hieroghyphicyy * 
a2 ad very attribute and perſectian of God, was, 
in time, difeQed into fo many gods: till at daft - 
euxery beaſt, bird, and vegetable, uſed as umb 
db lead ta che knowledge. of God, were, them. 
_ ches worſhipped as gods : And, that we maß 
haue a proof of man's pragreſſiue degeneracy from 
che knowledge of che true God, yon find. ange 
Egyptian king, in the days of Joſeph, that could · 
a, Can we find fo diferect and wiſe a mans in whom... 
i the. Spirit of God: is h, And, in about aa. __ 
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7s hear beiten reigning;: monarch-fo' dr 
- norant, as to aſſæ, Aha inthe; Lond? 
Nom, that polytheiſm took rife in K | 
 fromithence. peryaded: the whole, world, i 
q for chere isa fabuloys Rory, thn e 
d 0G ag Wire _—___ 25 Send, 


. and: concealed. a e e ne 4. 
6” various animals z. and the Egyptiens, out of: gra 
titude, worſhipped thoſe creatures: But the truł 
was this; thoſe creatures were only the  fyrabols, 
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dme, were 0 mikyn | 
| Bae: Ihe Sei Wee 80 ma \ vi wih wich 5 
I ſhall; conclude. The firſt is this'; whatever 

gol a — — ippediin bag nation, this u 
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blood, And fornetimes w WHY üer blood: * 

mne altar of Molock. Homoci de, in the pleaſant | : 

her of Hinfam: "The third thing was, that 105 | 
tibns peed #-divine: perſon;. who ſhould” © | S | 
F 17 0 1d. to iff origina il fat 7 of happir * 'F 
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| again . and the perſon that was to do this, was 


to be the ſon of the g great God; it was Jove that 


* * 141 2 


was to reftore Sittrkits times "again: Hence you 
find, in all the heathen mythology, God is always 


deſcribed, as having a * "Offtis, the Egyptian 


god, and his ſon Gru Ordttizz 6s, the Perſian 


god, and his un eine; ; Saturn, the Grecian 


god, and his ſon Jupiter. Many of the heathen 
poets ſpeak of this great perſon. Homer intro- 
Auces God quite in an eeſtafſ y atꝭ the Birth of Kis 


—_— i T7 : . FI}; ATP ele? * 7. 
fon. 12 


[ HEARS: FE 34. EXTY LY TE. n 1 1 5 - ; 22 


4 Shit this day; an nde enn 
1 Ky Fated to rule, — born: 2 King of Eines 


Ai EY 


"Which exaaty iges With" tit part ef — 
writ, which Tays; of ' of the ſbn of God, Al. kings | 


2 W bew 'dhwn Si" Bm; "alt ndtions felt dt him 
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Virgil, in Tits Pollie, celebr rates the birth of the 
Ben of God, even plaiher than many of the in- 


| ſpired prophets have done, though applied to Sa- 


loninus, the ſon of Afinius Polliè:] But, let af 
one judge, whether his his "exp reffions*coul& be ap- 
plicable to any mortal rior ces müch leſs to the 
ſon of Pollio, ue died an infant. Some of them 
we cheſe: * $44 | bh CAC 

* „Though the ts, 4 ſpoken of, was 83 2 by . TY 
e may ſee, that a divine perſon was erpecteg to make his Fe 


ance in the world; and no wonder that the titles, only app! 
Able to the Son of God, ſheuld be wrong applied by 2. 25 


World, when Eve herſelf ſaid wh, Cain, I have got the man the Lara. 
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dhe rms. dd def 
* Fr rom 1 the old i iron 2 5 of e yy 2s 
And gives again the golden one of liberty: 

PS . Around thy cradle 7 es flow'rs ſhall ſprings 
And the old ſer his fatal f ſting: 
Go, then, of race Wide, Jove's High- ra Son; 

| 7 This is the time to wear thy mortal crown.” 

| 11 28. PO. 

Gs. ya you Wy amidſt all the rae 8 
tediluvian deifmz. and poſtdiluvian [pplytheiſm, the 
great God never left himſelf without . witneſs. 

The three grand doctrines, contained in that ori- 
| gina] promiſe, were engraven,, as with he; pen of +. 
a diamond, on every buman heart, though chey 

| knew. it nat, namely, original fin, eee far 

5 lin, and and the dignity, of that divine Perſon, ap- 

pointed to perform this grand tranſaction. 0 
+ 4. 1fhall geſerye the idolatry of golpel-timey, for 
= che ſuhject het ration, if chis polite aflem- 
5 Hh, FAD, ph ene one, ee Which 
Vals eee of «Jp dements; and 4 1 wank. ,of time. 
40 way þ Naye.os caliongd . Wee | agtewpt. 0 of chair 
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im; and that polythei m, Which, in time * per- need 
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On the Pre of 1dolatry. from Cbriſt 4 be 


1 till the x preſenc Age. owl pint i 2 


2 


| HE laſt time I had the honour of addrefling 5 lhe 
J * this polite aſſembly, my ſubject was the me 
riſe an: progreſs of idolatry, from the creation to, . 


the flood, and from the flood to the birth 2 erif 


Yip or 


Chriſt” 1 then endeavoured to. prove, but, with; and 


what ſucceſs, I muſt leave to the judgments ol I tero 
thoſe Who heard me; I ſay, I then endeayour dl | 


to prove, that the Antediluvian world nevert reach, * I. 2 


«4 > E. Hl 1% py 51 


adad: the whole habitable World; took, itsoriſc,... * 
in Egypt, the fruitful mother of many - gods, b od 
and all from a miſunderſtanding of thoſe hie- vw 
5 + ove repreſentations 0d. 15 ante, and 


1 
n 20? egi 


| [ 13 3 


And. no wonder go 1 

all the > nejghbouring nations, who had- no other 

guid ing far-light, f en ghted * 

£2 Þ} reaſon; "when the dreadful cantagion even reached n 

+: | the immediate reſidence of the great God himſelf 

Les a Milton ſays; witneſs that Hill of ſeandal, that = 

140 opprabrious mount, wherp. the. uxorjoug! kings. tp 

> I pleaſe his foreign wives, not only. allowed. bee 

é of conſcience, to worſhip the. idols of every nation 

I but even erected temples upon that mount, Where 

be had, 4 Very little before, ſo magnificently 

I finiſhed that wonder of the world, the temple of 
be Lord. Even upon that mount, I ſay, ( would 

any one have thought it?) did this ſame G 

A likewiſe erect temples to the abominations of al 

+ the neighbouring nations, namely, for Chemos, 1 

me obſcene dread of Moab's ſons; and Moloch, 

{horrid king, beſmeared with blogd of human ſa -. 

1 erifice, which Ammon's, ſans, adored. in. Rabba, 110, 

and her watry plain; ty Balaam likewiſe; and Au- 

| teroth, 81 Fr. .cre (cent —. * 1 —— _ MP A 
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Aroſe to uſher in the goſpel- day; cannot but ſee, 
that groſs Egyptian darkneſs covered the earth. 
The Roman people, who were not only the graſp- 
ers after, but actual poſſeſſors of, univerſal em-. 


Pire; (being the laſt of the four ſueceſſive empires, 
- *that the prophet Daniel had foretold ſhould- apile, 
Lach out bf the aſhes of tlie other) exceeded all 


their predeceſſors in the practice of idolatry.z,+for 
* had erected a temple at Rome, called the 
Pantheon, which was the common receptacle for 
all the gods, that either were, or could be inyent- 
ed. For good policy, and the acquaintance they 
bac with the hiſtory of other nations, had taught 
them, that nothing was ſo dear to men as religious 
liberty; and the only way to endear themſelves to 
the various nations, of. which their empire was 
compoſed, was to give liberty of confcience for 
each nation to worthip- its reſpective gods; and, 
let people come from what part of the empire thej 
would, they had- free acceſs to the Pantheon, 
where . * ker: 4 : inf. Abit our 
gods. ated Pg fv 's 86%, Ale 4 
But, ache an Hat great muſitude of gods 
IJ never heard that the Hebrew God had, any plac - 
aſfigned to him in the Pantheon: ;and'the reaſon 
poffibly, was this; they had ng objectipn to t 
- divinity of the Hebrew God; but, as tlie Jeu 
bad no repreſentation of ce God, they &bu| 
not inſtall Rim there, Ravio no form nor Girvill u 
_ tude: Ard? conſidering the ſtate the world; wi W 
now in, this was a piece, of moſt. excellent poli = 


855 15 1 
; ee, 455 A hivik OR OOTY aggrar 
th. Roman empire. And thou, imperlal n 2 
Rome, mighteſt ſtill, perhaps, have ſtood, the 
miſtreſs of the world, if Rome Papal had learnt 
no more of religious petſecution, than "Rome 
Pagan 3 for however ignorant he greateſt part 
of the world was, of che true God; yet, to their 
hondur be it ſpoken, they had” leartit 'to think, 
and let think; and every one; in this ſenſe, 
ſat under. t "own ee ef under — own . 
i.. 51 4 . F TING : 
n The — of Janus was ut böth upon a 
religious and civil” aceount: For, when the Sun 
of righteouſneſs aroſe upon a benighted world, 
with healing in his wings, it might well be called 
"# mor ning-eithout 'claudts, even as clear ſhining. after 
rain; and, throw the knowledas of true religion | 
out of the queſtion, Lay venture to affirm, that 
more learned men appeared in that age, (whoſt 
names will be had in everlaſting remembrance, 
wherever the globe is enlightened by the ſun) 
than appeared in any age, either before or after. 
And a:yeaſon may be given," why" God ordered it 
J ſhould'+be fo; namely, he foreſaw, that; When 
his Firſt-born was about to appear in the World, 
ne would be every where ſpoken againſt by the 
learned world in all ages; and, if the wit and good 
14 ſenſe of the people in this age did not appear 
mi upon record, ſucceeding ages would ſay; that the 
W world was deſtitute of learning, and aboended 


— —— . , 
* — — 0 


the happy reign. of Auguſtus Cæſar: No; ; if an 


ſhould bear a Son. AY r IR 


| world. had. always. perverted the meaning of: Gods 


[ 16 TY 
not Hog the impoſture of the pretended Son 
of God. But this happens not to be the a cg A 


ſhould dae to aſſert this, every, ſchool-boy. mighs... 
call "majeſtic Virgil to 0 his, aid, and proxe, tha 
e nn fin, And, ee abe dſp 
W Was known but by fem, „. de the 

that that was to reſtore Satuxnian times again; 0 

ay 51% time was. now come, when all nations 
expected ſuch a perſon. as the prophet. calls The d. 
fire of all nations. And even the Heathen world, 
ball they been well, acquainted; with . their. own. 
principles, might haye been convinced that the 5 
virgin's Son was born; for the Delphic oracle 
was now ſtruck dumb, as itſelf bad foreteld, 
many years before, it. t es, when, 4. %, 


But, four. thouſand, years were now elapfed. 
aer the creation tothe birth of Chriſt; and in al 
that time, the great God had neyer leſt himself 
. 4.5 a witneſs to the world, though the 


meſſengers: and, though; the Redeemer: was to. be... 
a. Man. of. forraws, and, qequainted with. grizfyiyil 
the world expected a mighty monanch, and one 
that. was to acquire. univerſal cmpine. ii Buy the 0 
end, for which: de Redeemer came, was e n.. 
«þaſe bis. church;2o#h, lin land , and; the: validity % 


his purchaſe, andꝰ ibe efficacy, of big death, by no 
mans depended on man's . obedicnce) or beliafy as | 


acne Bala au, the ninqrg als, : 
a : 


— 


| » | f 
„ 3 
and of the people there was none With Jy 2 __ 
arm brought him fatoation, and his fury, i it 0 h ie 1 
He ſhall fee of the travail of bit foul, « and be ſatisfied ; 
and, by one means or another, all that the Father 8 
bath given him, Mall come to hems; e 

When. we confider this, though. the greateſt 
part of the world are, now, either totally ignorant 
of God's method of falvation, or perverſe blak- 
phemers of it; yet Chriſt died Be cow 
but he will find gin) his redeei ed one: es, however 


ſcattered. over the. face of the po 5 ay 
will, at laft, preſent them deſore the eyes. of: ds. . 
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paſſed on the world, ester 9 
reſurrection of Chriſt z for it was not long before = 
all the idol gods began to vaniſh, r 
before the riſing. fun. - The Jewifh nation, (which 
was itſelf, with, a ite ypical inflitutions, | 
type of the goſpel church] was, ke gt rage 
ally removed, to make. way. before & riſing. God. 
But, alas! as under che old diſpenſatio A mif- 
% underſtanding diving revelation, , as conveyed. in 
one types and ſymbols, was. the cauſe of All that vigble 
the - idolatry,” Which every where abqunded in the par 
riarchal and prophetic 258 fo, from. the da 
christ, to the preſent age, all that oh igual. IO 
ry, which: 1 and Hall w ab 
toned by 


of C7 5 * 1 = 

TOY = FD — — - 2 k — * 
ö . Z _— 
— — 9 r " a 


LA ot — 
-» . 


63 0 * 4' 3 8 4 
e 3 2, n 41 55 29 2 e N 
: & F 
L ” | 
2. ** J 0 
- 
* 


— 


L181 


ices of Chriſt, which the We and bel 
repreſented. 
* No ſooner bad he knithed the great el of 
man d redemption, and proved himſelf to be the Son 
of Cad with power ; but (as in the days of Solomon, 
no ſooner was the temple finiſhed, but preſently 
the mount was ſtudded over with idol temples): we 
find all the apoſtles of our Lord, complaining, 
that ungodly men had crept -in, who turned the gract 
| of God into Ticntiouſneſs Juſt as the deiſts do now, 
who tell us, we teach men to ſin, becauſe we 
tell them, grace has abounded. But what was the 
4ſt * ungodly men took in the apoſtolie 
age? Why, they ſtruck at the root of chriſtianity) 
+ they*denitd the only Lord God: and who'yas 
hat? even our Lord Jeſus' 'Chiift: And what v was 
the next ſtep? They ſet aſide his,  propitiatory 
Seth, which all the types; for above four thou- 
; Hand years, had figured out, and caunted the bloed of 
ywehant an wotholy thing. And what did they in. 
troduce in the- room of * je > Wp, truly, That 
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men could not be faved, unleſs they kept the law 
But, one thing muſt be obſerved, in favour of thell 'DA 
church of Rome; idolatrous as ſhe 1s, amidſt aB 


ther helliſh foppery and damnable trumpery, ht 
never has rejected the Godhead of Chriſt, as Arit 
and Soeinus have dofie; which redounds as mud, 
0 his declarative glory as the obedience to all hi. 
moral precepts, if ſuch an obedience was poſſib ** 
to be performed by degenerate man. But, as ede 


age pl ucked ſome feather from the Redeemer 
| Vin 


We wing, at laſt he was brought down td the level of 
T \ a mere moral preacher ; one that was ſent to deh- 
© 2 ſyſtem of moral ethics orld, and te 
he So | 1 2 1 at Fl Th tf SPP EE 2 BEE 
mon, happens, there is not one moral precept he taught, 
ently but what the world knew before; and unleſs it be 
Mil we allowed that Chriſt, in this ſenſe, reſtored: the law 
ning, of nature, n namely, by renewitig' in man, what he 
grac i was naturally created with, even the image of 
now, God; umlefs they alloy that, He, in facts did 
iſe we nothing at all, but only came to tell the world 
as che how wretched-i it was. But the roigning idole of 
oſtolie our days, are man's. righteouſneſs, ſet in oppoſi 1t50n 
1 5 to the righteouſneſs of God ; free will, in oppo- 
0 SY Gitibiito free grdee 3 ma ropentanes, inſlkg@ax 
at we Chrif's blood, 16fotrhathin, itnflead-of rege 
Bev tion; and the object of worſhip A abſolute God, 
ou. Who is 4 conſuming fire, inſtead of a God in 
bed o Chtiſt, reconciling the world to himſelf -Buch; 
hey in. ſuch; my friends, the ide try" of goſpel times - 
T batf wa fo SH ar infofrere: & Ege 
oe lan, Te tel it al- would rake ==thoufand tongue, | 
r of they”. -* A'throat'of braſh, and adamintitc | lungs,” N 
idſt al 1 4 thy 2 5 itt mes. ie ot Hy 
ry, 117. e's (ICT 14578 4 SH be * e th mei: 
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= 49 = Sg ure mrs a 
Farden: of Eden, cherubiots, and a flaming ſuard, ' r 
2 enn e __ = 
tee N er 
1 is I 
0 n the y various ee, ich e — 
er wickedneſs of men bave eſſa ye, to 
make againſt the cauſe of ehriſtianitx, none hä). 
deen ſo detrimental to the Redoemer's intereſt in the 
world, as thoſe efforts, which have been made by 
his pretended friends; ſor, when one is introduce 
by the prophet Zechariah; as aſking the Redeemer,” 
in the day. af his ſuſſerings, - Hhratrate theſe wt! in 
thine und Ehaſa, fayshe, I eise bh, 
of my friend; as if all the afflictions, he met with 
from his enemies, were imperceptible, when com- 
pared with thoſe he received from his friends: And 
is it not much to be regreted, that there are with 
us, thoſe who pretend, at leaſt, to be inliſted un- 
der Chriſt's banner, to fight beneath the ſhadow of flu 
the crimſon flag; yet, like Ephraim of old, being 5 
 Parneffed, and "—_ ng bows, turn themſelves back in the '" AE; 
day | -- 


Magdalens and town-ſinners, for theſs ac above 


11 1 
4 of bail; and not only ſo, but baſcly ban 
their lawful prince into his enemies hands. 


| You will naturally be led to aſk, What baſe 
fort of creatures theſe are? for the name of. a tral. 
toh, i of AlFothers* the mioſt deteſta They 
ate not the openly: prophane and ivevligitbits f not 
whore-mongers and ſabbath breakers; not the 


board, are at open war with the God that 
made them, —and, as ſuch, are exem pted from 


- th; tha name of traitors; but they are the formal, pha - 
urch riſaical, ſelt· righteous people, who, perhaps, 
irt make long prayers, and will tell you, with the 


gravity of a judge, that they never did a bad 

thing in all their days. Theſe are they which the 

great God calls a /tink in his nnſtrilt, afire that burngall\ L 
the day ; But, as the ſubject I have choſe is the” 
deſcription of a ſiege in the world's infancy; and 
is till carried on, vith the utmoſt vigour, by the 
beſisgers 3 ſo I doubt not there are, in this large 
i aſſembly. not only a detachment of miners and 


| un- 


ow of 
being 
in the 
day 


out ob every xegiment-of the beſisgers; and; 21 


b * 
. Pr the flaming ſword, before l have dene; I fhalf, 


ers from the train of artillery, but ſome 


pe, ſomo or other will Be breughe within reach” 


Firſt, attempt to deſcribe; What it is that 
gan" to rp in * my vo wan wr 
he-tree of life; --.! 1s) 

Secondly, Who the were maeht be- 
— — n And, A 


7 ** 1 birdy, 


* i 8 
4 
4 3 r ig? 
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made among men, which is here repreſented to be 
made by the great God, is not in order to intro- 


king was about to fix his royal ſtandard dere f 
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1 22 Þ 
Tbindiy, Who the beſiegers are, Adam, and 


10 his poſterity. | For, it is ſaid, He placed, at 
tbe ea F the garden .of Eden, cherubims, and a 


ng \fevord, which turned every way, to keep the 


| way of the tres of life. And why ?- leſt Adam ſhould 


put, fer ik his hand, to tale ae 7 Auer 7 en - 
live for ever. *, _ 1 

Now, as God has always pF ink ſpiritual h 
knowledge: to man, under metaphors borrowed | 1 
from ſenſible objects, ſo it is our buſineſs to ſee - 
through the metaphers, to the doctrines they con- fe 
vey: and I wonder that the learned world; who! le. 
are ſo very fond of figurative expreſſions in 2 by 
authors, ſhould ſo much decry thoſe maſter- pi JT. 
of rhetoric in, the inſpired hehe 2. a 
proof that there is conveyed ſomething, of no lit- 
tle importance, in the; words I have choſe, let us 
only ſee whether the - ſame preparation, when 


duce ſomething of the 'greateſt moment. ſup- 
poſe, there are ſome here to: night, who have not, 
nor never will. forget that dreadful day, when the ſe 
artillery Was, drawn out of the Tower, and theſ? 


Iy-Commen, did you not, then, think there was 
an attack going to be made by the approaching 
rebel army ? Surely, you did.—And, if ſo, when you 
hear that the artillery of heaven was drawn forth = 
and cherubims,: accoutred. with heavenly pano 
ly, brandiſhing a flaming ſword, were placed af 
centinels 


1 Or to live for ever, 


_ «a . me a —_—_— # * 
* * 9 * 2 - P 3 9 
k 115 — 


at can you think, * 825 OT 98 7 pal t = 
d a ſtand a ſiege, if there had been no danger of an 


the attack going to be made upon the tree of life? 


uld I Yes, my friends, God then foreſaw that not only 
rand Adam, but all his poſterity, would Jay, ſiege to 
I this tree of life; though, from that day to, this, it 
itual bas been.guarded, on every ſi ſi de, with A  Laming 


Abe, * [ ſhould ſay, there" is not one - foul in the j in- 


FILE? fernal regions, nor never will be one, to the end- | 


who: keſs ages of eternity, but what fell, and will fall, 
hey: by this flaming ſword, in laying ſiege to the tree 


Jieces of life; Imay, upon ſeripture· principles, be Juſti- | 


as 4 fied in my ſaying, and cleared whenever I am 
o lit- judged.—ft i IS, now, about nine years, ſince 1 


eas was. flain 1 in this ſiege, in which [ every day ſee 
when many of m 1 fellow-mortals. To deeply* e880 


| take; i it for granted, the greateſt part of this audi- 


nd. the and are in | great hopes, either by, wikdom, Rreagth, 
lligenee,, or cunning to ain the pace And ſeize, 
he tree of life. But, if the living | can at all un- 
erſtand the language of the dead, you: might 
0 boner, with Mercury, charm to ſleep. fair Io's 
forth! deeper, with bis hundred eyes, and rob him "of 
pano 18 horned charge; J or, with famed Jaſon, yoke 
aced aste Acty bulls, and lull the wakeful dragon into 
ſleep, 


ntinels} 


0 
— — — — H— — 
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and, a8 an old deer-ſtealer makes the beſt park 55 
; keeper, / ſo none are more fit to caution SR 
than thoſe that have been ſlain themſelves, - T may | 


ence, afe now. i in cloſe ſiege before this tree of life, 


wit 
oy Sem me fe * N Dy A — 


IDES ERS 


be — — — — — 1 4 — n = 
4 , l — — „ = F< — CS be —_—_ * 2 
9 as ec lh * — — — — 4 — ths 
; — 22 UL 2 - 7 8 — 
g - —— 8 —— - — 2 


— — 
brett. da Saran at... i 


» n —— o& +» 
SOS I te 23 
— A 


ICY — F 19 — 3 wa « 
P ere EE PETS 1 1 225 © 8 - _— 
82 5 t Edda w F 3 — n 
; 2 Þ „ . . p 2 2 — — * -—- : 
v — —_— — * — * 4 Ss * * For wt — U 2 * _y 
8 1 2 4 


—— 
TOY 
SIVILS 


PT ng — * 


” 
* 
2 
- 1 — P ————— 


= Y cents; 
- - — —— 
„ my 
4 + << - 
8 — 


nenen 3 
ne 
— wn 


eee 
, ane 
— — —— * om — — ET 
2 gs. 4 


tree, and the cherubims and flaming. weed, 1 
Would hope there are none here ſo ignorant of 
| ſcripture language, as to think this was a material 
tree, which grew in Eden's garden, the fruit of 


whatever may be advanced to the contrary, the 
whole hiſtory of the fall appears, from various 


: +5: 20 141 
 ficep, and flay the army ſprung from his poiſonous 
teeth, and ſteal from Colchis the golden fleece of 


chat famed ewe, which was the nurſe of Jove ; or, 


with melodious Orpheus charm the hundred-head- 
ed monſter Cerberus, which guards the portal of 


infernal Jove, and ſet the dif-embodied priſoners 


free: All this, and more, you ſooner may per- 
form, than force the wakeful guard to pluck. one 
leaf from this famed tree of life. 

But, before I explain what is meant by Ai 


which could Adam but have once taſted, nor he, nor 
we, ſhould ever have taſted death. No, my friends, 


parts of ſcripture, to be treated of in a figurative 
and metaphorical manner. Firſt, by the tree of 
life, is meant, that law which God gave to Adam; 
and, ſo long as Adam obeyed that law, and no 
longer, he kept his ſpiritual life, which was fel- 


lowfhip with God, love, joy and peace in the 8 
Holy Ghoſt: I for. he preſerved this by his obe- 3 
dience, juſt as he preſerved his natural lie by eat- . 
ing of the fruit of the trees in the garden. F, or it f. 
is ſaid, Do this and live; and the apoſtle refers to MW 


this, when he ſays, The commandment which was ay 


erdained to life, I found to be unto death; as if he had 


bad me commandment, ſo long as Adam obeyed, 
TR rea 


or, 
al of 
; one 


this 
d, 1 
nt of 
terial 
lit of 
e, nor 
25 
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he had 
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was the preſervation of his ſpiritual life; but, once 


being broke, fo far from reſtoring life, that it is 


the very hand of death; for, by the law is the tna. 
ledge of ſin; and yet, one could hardly think it, 


all mankind are ſeeking for life by the deeds of the 
law, though the ſame apoſtle, . who, perhaps, 
bad come as near this tree of life before he was 
lain, as any that ever beſieged it; he ſays, if 


there could have been u law which could have given life, 


then, verily, righteouſneſs would have been by the Iaw : 


by which, we ſee, Adam's obedience only pre- 


ſerved his ſpiritual life, ſo long as he obeyed; 


but, that being loſt, no more life from partial | 


obedience. Though we are all, in our natural 
ſtate, before converſion, alive without the law; 
that is, being born blind, we never ſee the flaming 
ſword, but think, if we do this good thing, and 
the other, we ſhall ſurely obtain eternal life; But, 
when the commandment came, ſays Paul, ſm revived, 


and I died; ſo ſhall we, when once we are let 0 


ſee the Way in all i its terror. 


Now, he that heeps the whole "lack ad offends 31 5 
in one point, is guilty of all; and what legaliſt will 


venture to fay,. he has never failed in. any law, 
even of his own making? for, God will ſtoop to 
try every man by his own law, and even then, every 
man muſt be ſelf· condemned. Thus much, then, 
for the tree of life, which appears to me to have 
been that law, which God gave Adam; as it is 
ſaid, Do this and live 3 but, Adam ailing, left! hne 
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ſhould run to make i it up with God by future obe 
dience; we find, 
Secondly, A guard was 8 ian aa? 

& flaming fward, which turned every Way. That this 
has reference to the tabernacle, is plain; for, tho! 
the book of Geneſis ſtands firſt, for order ſake; 
yet it is allowed, by all, that Moſes writ this after 
the law was given, and the tabernacle erected, as 
an introduction to the hiſtory of his own times, 
Now, you will find, that, when the law was 
given, it was put into the ark, and over that was 
the mercy-ſeat, which is the emblem of Chriſt; 
and, at either end of the mercy-ſeat, ſtood a che- 


rubim of gold, each of which ſhadowed the ark 


with its wings; but the flaming ſword was not here, 
becauſe the mercy· ſeat came between. Let, when 


wwe conſider the law in its utmoſt extent, with- 


out the interpoſition of the mercy-ſeat, then the 
. cherubims and flaming ſword are the very emblem 
of juſtice; for, wherever you ſec juſtice painted, 
is it not in an angelic form, with a flaming ſword! 
and, this is evident, from the cuſtom of bearing 
'a ſword before a chief magiſtrate. And, that the 
ſword is often put for juſtice, in ſcripture, is as 
evident; for, when a commiſſion is given to vin- 
dictive juſtice to apprehend the Son of God, as 
the repreſentative. of his guilty people, it is ex- 
preſt, Awake, O ſword, againſt my ſhepherd, again 
the man that is my fellow. And, again, I once I wel 
my glittering ſword. So that theſe cherubims, and 


this flaming ſword, are-the reprevengngzon of juſ- 
tice; 


© 
obe- 
7 
7 
1 2 
* £ 


xs and 
at this 
7 tao! 
lake; 

s after 
ed, as 
times, 
Was 
at Was 
hriſt; 
a che- 
he ark 
t here, 
„when 
„ with- | 
zen the 
>mblem 
"ainted, 
ſword! 
bearing 
that the 
25 18 a8 
to vin- 
Zod, 4 
t is ex- 
* again 


ice I ail 


ms, and 
of jul- 
tice; 


4 ” "Y 
7 ; (+2; SS - . 


tice; ; and, when faid to be. Ree] at the eaſt 
of the garden, would convey thus much : "You 
know, the eaſt is 
the light firſt breaks forth ; which ſhows, that the 
juſtice of God may as early be ſeen, to keep 


men, from hoping for ſalvation, by the works that 


they can do, as clear as one may ſee a flaming 
ſword, that litters | in the beams of the riding 


ſun, |» 
And, that this halls is faid to turn every way, 


is very ſignificant; for, what ſchemes, what ſyt-" 


tems of legality, have not men invented, to come 
at this tree of life? Is there a natural man in the 
world, but hugs | himſelf, that, if he does ſo and 
ſo, he ſhall obtain life.? But, though the ſword is 
ſaid to turn every WAY in order to ſhow the im- 
poſſibility of man's obtaining life by the deeds of 
the law; yet, ſuch is the nature of fallen man, 

that he will neyer deſiſt from this ſiege, till the 
flaming ſword has laid him flat. And I will ap- 
peal to any one, who has felt the terrors of God 
for a broken law; has it not been, to you, quick 


and powerful, ſharper than any two- edged word, to 


the dividing aſunder of the joints and marrow? The 
apoſtle Paul felt this to be true, when he ſays, 55 by 


| the law, am dead to. the law : And who, that has eyes 


to ſee, would fly to the law for life, when it is the 


very inſtrument of death? Thus we ſee what | is 
meant 3 the e ſword, even e 
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i life ? ? No, my friends; ; every ſon of Adam is en- 
gaged i in the proſecution of this ſiege, till his eyes 
are opened, to ſee what a Don Quixote he i is, 
py if I had not been in the ſiege myſelf, and an 
eye-witneſs to the folly of the beſiegers, I could 
| hardly think, there could be ſuch knight-errantry 
in the world. For my own part, I never met 
with an unconverted perſon in my life, be he as 
Wicked as hell, but is in this 99 0 of be 
ſiegers. 

Now, the generality of beſiegers, are either 
armed with comparative, negative, or poſitive 
goodneſs, as they call it. The moſt daring ſort, 
are thoſe, who are armed with comparative good. 
neſs, I know a man, who told me, and prof- 
fered to ſhew me the liſt too, of 275 whores he had 
in one year; and yet that very man is of no little 
note in this army. And how do you think he 
keeps himſelf out of the reach of the flaming 
ſword? Why, he never gets drunk, nor lets an 
obſcene word come out of his mouth ; and therefore 
s not ſo bad as ſuch and ſuch foul- mouthed drunken 
| ſellows? Others, indeed, will own they get drunk 
now and then, anddo ſwear a little, and talk obſcen- 
ly; what then, none can ſay, but they are very 
honeſt, for they pay twenty ſhillings in the pound, 
and do not cheat the world, like ſuch and Tuch 
canting, ſanctified people. Then as to your nega- 
tively good people, who do no body any harm, 
they make a conſiderable figure in this army. | 
once knew a great tradeſman! in chis eity, whoſe 

| | only 


91 
s en- only daughter happened to die; and he could not 5 
eyes think” hat he had done, that God ſhould take 
ne is, away his daughter; and yet this very ſame man 
nd an would cheat all his cuſtomers if he could, by 
could ſending ſugars, &c. inferior to the ſamples; and 
rantty yet he did no body any harm. Then, as to your 
r met poſitively good people, T know an old lady, 
he as quite grown gray in this ſiege," who i is really at 


f. be⸗ the expence, of hiring a chaplain, to read prayers 
twice a day, and has built alms- houſes, and gives 
either money to priſons twice or thrice a year. But, 
ofitive would you think it? This good lady is quite a 

8 fort, gameſter; and the money ſhe gives to priſons, is 
good: what ſhe wins at dear quadrille ; and what pays 
prof. her chaplain, and gets her the name of a good 
he had chriſtian, is what ſhe pinches out of her ſervants 
2 bellies, and deducts odt of tradeſmens bills. 

in 


But, I had like to have omitted one ſort more, 
who beſiege this tree of life, after they are dead ang 
buried too. You will ſay this is ſtrange, - but no 
more ſtrange than true: Have you never heard of 
deople, who, after they have cheated the world for 
ixty or ſeyenty years, and at laſt wronged their law- 
ul heirs, would then compromiſe matters with 
od, by leaving money to build hoſpitals or alms- 
houſes, or perhaps repair churches? Inſtances need 
ot be produced. The various roads from this great 


flaming 
lets an 
xerefore 
runken 
t drunk 
obſcen · 
Ire very 
pound, 


nd ſuch. 


ir nega· I ty have many ſtanding monuments to prove this. 
y harm, Now, my friends; do you think this guard, 

hav 0 A defend the tree of life, was needleſs? ſure- 
"Th - „ inſtances enough have been produced to 


2 prove, 
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[30] 
prove, that not only Adam, but all his poſterity, 
in every age, have been, and ftill are, at daggers- 
draw with the God that made them, and ru up- 
on the thick boſſes of bis buckler, like a horſe into the 
battle. And, ſhould you or I, fbe ſeeking for life, 
by the deeds of the law, and be yet unwounded 
by this flaming ſword, and never ſee the real tree 
of life, even Jeſus Chriſt, who is that tree of life 
planted in the midſt of the paradi iſe of God, the leave 
of which tree are for the healing of the nations; I ſay, 
Hee | if we have never ſeen this, it is to be feared we 
— 1 have been, all our lives, climbing to heaven, 
us - by a rope of ſand, or building a Babel, Which 
So will, at-laſt, come tumbling down dk our 
ears, with vaſt deſtruction > 145 irreparable ruin, 
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leaves 5 I . _ " 
i I ſay, | 
red we On the ; Queen of Sens” 8 Viſic to King 
1eaven, | 5 . 
which | „ Sorohlex. JET | | 1 8 
ut. our | . - 

5 AV IN G lately, been thought too ſatyrical, 

1 4 in expofing the vices of particulz ar perſons, in 

88 ſome — Orations; therefore have, now, choſe- 


N this ſubjeR, in order to reſoue the character of 
particular perſon; out of the unhallowed hands“ 
of thoſe, who, though they are mighty tender of _' 
the characters of their infamous contemporaries, 
yet, make no ſort of ſoruple to ſtigmatize, with 
Icke moſt poignant reproach and infamy, the 
I WI amiable characters of many of the moſt eminent 
perſons, whom the Spirit of God has thought fit 
to dignify amidſt the illuſtrious roll ef — h 


worthies. 


One of 2056 glorious perdebgesg, that has 
bong made. the butt of reproach; againff 1 which an 


onal „ 


[2] 
in. natured world has thought fit to ſhoot out 
their venomous arrows, even bitter words, is that 
illuſtrious perſon, the never- to- be- forgotten queen 
of Sheba. How has the character * this worthy 
woman been torn to pieces, in the moſt ſcan- 
dalous manner, for taking that long and tire 
ſome journey, to viſit king Solomon? To. vin- 
dicate fo worthy - a perſon 4 from ſuch . vile 
aſperſions, it will be neceſſary to keep cloſe to the 
hiftorical account, which is given of this queen's 
journey, together with the motives, that induced 
her to travel ſo far; which, if the enemies of reve- 
lation had, in the leaſt, attended to, one would 
have thought, that even detraction itſelf, muſt have 
ſtopped its opprobrious mouth, . _ | 
Now, it appears to have been about that pe- 
riod of Solomon's life, when the temple of God 
and his own houſe were finiſhed, which muſt be 
about the twentieth year of his reign, when the 
- giz n of Sheba came to viſit him: at a time, 
when the worſhip of God was in its native puri- | 
ty; at a time, when Solomon's heart was flaming 
. with love to the Lord his God, before he had in- 
ingulfed himſelf in guilt, by marrying ſuch a 
number of ftrange women. And, the motive that 
induced this queen, to come ſo far, appears to have 
roſe from the following incident, 

It ſeems, at this time, that king Solomon ſtood 
in the good graces of all the neighbouring kings: 
And the king of Edom, had given Solomon leave 
to build a navy, at a place called Ezion Geber, 


— 


a har- 


* * „ e 


Geber, 
a har- 


tat 3 
a harbour at the i upper end of the red ſea, in order | 
fo 0 t to 755 for od and, as [ THE Taeter 


3 chan. 


ny had before affen b. him ſuch ale 5 | 
of cedar and fir wood, from mount Lebanon, to 
build the temple, now furniſhed his ſhips. with 
ſallors, Who had knowledge of the ſea. For, the 
king of Tyre s dominions being ſituate at the up- 
per 7 of the Mediterranean fel. and Tyre and 
Sidon being the grand reſort for merchants, from 
all parts of the then known world; the ſubjects : of 
Hiram had all the opportunity ſmaginable, to be 
the moſt expert failors. And theſe were they, | 


with whom king Solomon's ſhips were manned 3 
And the place, for which they were bound, was 
Ophir, a country in Arabia Felix, bordering up- 
on the red ſea or Arabian gulph. And, though 
our r modern Geographers - are in diſpute ot tne * 


nüt have been between Eloth AT the Tadinn - a 
ocean; for the whole length of that gulph, which 
divides the Arabian from the Ethiopian coaft, is 
not many hundred leagues. Vet, fo little was the 
art of navigation then known, that they were 


three years in making this voyage; by which it 


ſeems moſt likely, they coaſted it all the . and 
were ſeldom out of ſight of land. 


Now, this Ophir, ſo famous for gold, was 8 


the queen of Sheba's dominions; and, upon their 


We Joey? C5 arrival, 
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arrival, we find that Solomon? 8 mer chants "were" 
introduced to the audience of the Qucen, We i may 
ealily ſuppoſe what fort of converiatioa ſhe had 
with theſe ſtrangers : For, perſons of royal dignity 


eldom enquire about an ai thing inferior to them- 
Ives. An inſtance, of this we have in Dido, 


ueen of Carthage, upon the arrival of Æneas, 
the Trojan prince, where Virgil tells us of IRE | 
Dido was moſt EO VIZ. 


« Of Priarh much ſhe alk d, of Hector more, 

85 What arms black Memnon e to Zanthus 
. fore; ; 

& And then enquir'd of Diomedes We 

« Of For Achilles, 1 his mighty deeds.” 14 


All which were people ad thinned of Wye Mg 
And there appears to have been but two things, 
Fhich this queen of Sheba made enquiry, viz. 
Erning the God that the Iſraelites worſhipped, 


ald the character of the then reigning monarch; 


That Solomon's merchants were men of ſingu- 
lar piety, as well as excellent orators, is very evi- 
dent, from the effect their words had upon this 
queen. For, however ſome people's high- flown 
rhetoric may gratify the ear, yet it is only words 
fpoke from the heart, that can reach to the heart; 
and you will find-thoſe men had .more the honour 
of God at heart, than the grandeur; and wiſdom 
of their maſter Solomon. And, there is no doubt, | 


but 30 gave an exact account of the riſe of the 
Hel 


— 


gnity. 
ting, 
„ viz. 
bpped, 
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ſingu- 
y evi- 
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-fown 
words 
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ionour 
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doubt, 


of the 
lebrew 


| Hebrew nation, and the many and glorious mira Bi 
Solomon ſtood in the-efteerh of the Lord his God, 


Lord of all the earth. 


cerning the name of the Lord, fhe-came to prove him: 


induced the queen to this journey. It was not 
King Solomon's riches, for enough of that ſhe had "ns 
at home. It was not his >ravefill perſon, for we do. | lj 


buildings: No; but it was Solomon's fame con- 


with hiſtory, may ſee, that there was one ι 


things God had done for 


mances. But, this was not the ſpirit of an Iſrae- 
lite incor 3 for good old Abraham rejoiced to 


. 


cles. that God had wreught, from time to time, 
inn behalf of his people Ifrael, and how high king 


who had been honoured with building that beau- 

tiful temple, the more eee We! 4c of. * | 
Such diſcourſe as this thoſe Werthe muſs - 

have had; for, the hiſtory informs us, that, ben 

the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of S ohman, con- 


with bard queſtions. Now, let it be obſerved, what. 


not find that this.was &: much as mentioned. It 
was not, merely, curioſity to ſee his. ſumptuous. 


cerning the Lord. Now, whoever is converſant: | 


ing miſtake, concerning the God of Iſrael; Wh 
had overſpread the whole heathen world; n 
was this, they thought no other nation but the 
Iſraelites, had any right to the favour of Iſrael's 
God. This was occaſioned, Les by the great 
„partly, by: 
the bigotry and pride of the nominal, hypocritical, 
ſelfiſn Iſraelites; who, like our modern formaliſts, 
valued themſelves upon their ceremonial: perfor⸗ 


0 CK 1 think, 


»], 


think, that, in bis feed, all the nations of. the earth. 
ſhould be blefſed. And Solomon was ſo much of . 
catholic ſpirit, that, at the dedication of the tem- 
ple, after his prayer for the people of Iſrael in 
particular, he did not forget the diſtant ſtranger; 3 £1 
Moreover, ſays he, concerning a ftranger, that is not 
of thy people Iſrael, but cometh out of a far country, far. 
thy name's ſake ; (fer they ſhall hear of thy great name, 


and of thy firong hand, and of thy firetched-out arm). 


When he ſhall come, and pray toward this houſe ; hear | 
thou in heaven, thy dwelling-place, and di according to 
1g all that the Arranger calleth to thee for. And I be- 
lieve, from my heart, that Solomon's merchants 
repeated this very ſame clauſe of Solomon's prayer 


to the queen of Sheba, or ſhe had never come 


from ſo far a country. For Solomon had prayed for 


the ſtranger, that was to come from far, for the ſake 


of the Lord. And we find it was for no other rea- 


ſon, but concerning Solomon's fame, with regard 
' tothe name of the Lord, that brought this ſtran- 
ger Ween ſo far; and, ſurely, we muft ſuppoſe, 
ſhe hoped for ſome extraordinary benefit from the 
Lord, or what could be her VIEW: in Framing, ſo 


far ? 1 
Thus, you ſee, it was upon a religious 2 ac- 


count, that the queen of Sheba took this long and 


dangerous journey: and, by what ſhe after con- 


ſeſſes to king Solomon, ſhe appears to be a wo- 
man of no mean abilities : ſhe had learned to ſteer 
_ clear of thoſe two dangerous rocks, credulity, on 


thee one hand, and infidelity, on the other. She 
| owned | 


and, I'II warrant you, he'll tell you, they were 
of the amorous kind. Indeed, the learned Igno- 5 


not moſt reaſonable to think, her queſtions were 1 | 


[37] 


owned, when told of . 8 wiſdom, the be 0 
lieved not till her eyes had ſeen it; that i is, ſhe did: 


not aſſent and conſent ito all that was told- hers 


without examining into the matter, Nay, it is 
plain, ſhe thought what was told her, a matter of 


ſuch conſequence, that ſhe ſpared neither pains 


nor coſt, to prove the truth of what ſhe heard; 


and, accordingly, we find, ſhe ſet out for Jeruſa- 


lem, with a very ſumptuous equipage, to, ante 
king Solomon with hard queſtions. 5 | 
What thoſe queſtions were, we are not told; 
but, let any. one be aſked what thoſe e ee 
were, and he will always anſwer according to the 8 
natural bent of his on mind. Aſk a debauchee, 


ramus's amongſt. the Jews, tell us, ** this queen · 
brought a number of boys and girls to Jeruſa- 
« lem, as like each other, both in perſon and 
« dreſs, as poſfible; and proved Solomon's di 
* cernment, by his telling her, which were boys, 
and which were girls, at firſt ſight.” But the 
ridiculouſneſs of this, needs no argument to con- 
fute it. It is as abſurd as their ſaying, Chriſt did 
his miracles, by the name of Jehovah, which he 
ſtole out of the temple. Can any one, that reads 
the hiſtory of the queen of Sheba, ever diſcover 
ſuch a trifling, nonſenſical ſpirit in her? No, as 
ſhe came concerning the name of the Lord, is 1 


6 "ap 


concerning the name of the Lord too? * 
| ray, 


' © 4 
i 1 
* > 4 : 


in ſtore for his own people, and the miſery. of 


whether a ſtranger, that was not of God's peo- 


Pray, obſerve ber 3 ſhe appears to * 
der great diſtreſs of ſoul: whatever Sdlomon's 
merchants had ſaid, ſhe appears to be {track with 
eonvictions, that all was not right between tlie 
Lord me her: And; on her arrival, ſhe took no 
notice of Solomon s> grandeur, till ſhe had her 
doubts cleared up.; Now, Solomon appears to be 
under a divine Anpall, when he reſolved the 
queen's queſtions. For, it is ſaid, there was nothing 
hid from the king, which he told her not, Doubt- 
leſs ſhe had been told of the bleflings God had 


thoſe who deſpiſed him; may we not ſuppoſe her 
firſt and grand queſtion was, What ſhe ſhould 
do to have an intereſt in the God of Iſrael? and 


ple, might hope for any favour from Iſrael's. 
God? When this grand queſtion: was reſolved 
in the affirmative, no doubt her other queſtions: 
Were, concerning the divine attributes and per- 
fections; for the heathens had no notion of om- 
nipreſence and 6mnipotence,. becauſe an ee 
were circumſcribed to particular limits 

But Solomon could, and, doubtleſs, did tel 
her, that the heaven of heavens could not contgin tht 
Lord his God ; hey ſurely, diſplayed the wiſdom of 
God, in creating; and the power of God, in pre- 
ſerving the world; he, likewiſe, muſt have told her 
of the fall of man, and the method God had pre- 
ſcribed for his recovery. And, as Solomon's tem- 
ple was a type of the Saviour of the world, and all 
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the ſacrifices of that diſpenſation typical of the great 


ſacrifice for ſin, we cannot but think king Solomon 


preached all chis, in the N — mn to 


| the queen of Shebka. | 
Now, when the queen had got all hay queſtions 
anſwered, and all her ſcruples of conſcience re- 


ſolved, then, and not till then, ſhe began to take 
a ſurvey of Solomon's temple: for, alas what 


pleaſure can the ſplendor of a court afford to one 


over whoſe head a drawn ſword han gs by a feeble 
thread ? 'and ſuch ſeemed to be the ſituation of 
this queen, till eaſed of all her doubts and fears 
by the preaching of Solomon; and then we find 


with what wonder and am zement, ſhe viewed the 


magnificence of Solomon: The order of his houſe, 
his attendance, the. ſplendor of his table, but, 
above all, the aſcent by which he went up to 8 
houſe of the Lord, namely, that magnificent por- 
_ ſo gloriouſly adorned with all the works of _ 
; on either hand of which, ſevem lofty pillays 


— all chequered oyer with nets of burniſhed | 


gold; inſtelled with ſhining gems, which curious 
Hiram ſet ſo far beyond the conception of the moſt 


laviſh imagination, that, when the queen beheld 


this, there was no more ſpirit in her; ſhe was ſtruck with 
ſurpiſe at the very ſight, and ingenuouſly confeſſed, 
that the half of what ſbe had ſcen, had not been told her. 
But, as if all this unparalleled architecture, this 


blaze of ſhining gems, and ſculptured gold, was 
nothing, when compared to Solomon's wiſdom ; 
the pronounced his attendants, not happy on the 
account_ of all this, but Happy in landing —_— 


befars 


SEES r 


3 14 5 
before their * Solomon, and hearing his wiſdom, 
But does ſhe ſtop here? if ſhe had, I ſhould have 
doubted the goodneſs of her heart, as well s 
ſome of our modern ſenſualiſts do. But, by 2 
beautiful climax, ſhe aſcends, till, at laſt, ſhe 
reaches the fountain-head, from whence all Solo- 
mon's wiſdom and grandeur came; Bleſſed, taid 
ſhe, be the Lord thy God, which delighted in thee, to 
ſet ther on the throne of Iſrael, becauje the Lord loved 
Tjrael for ever; ae made he thee king, to 4  judg- 
ment and Juflice. _ . 
Thus, you ſee, ſhe centers all, at lat; in the. 
God of Iſrael, from whom alone all wiſdom and 
riches low. And, to ſhow that this confeſſion of 
her faith was of the right ſort, ſhe gave a teſti- 
mony of her faith, by her works: for, let but once 
the heart he touched with the love of God; and 
Who dare deny, that good works and generoſity 
of ſoul will not be the genuine conſequence? As 
when it is ſaid, the Lord opened the heart of Lydia 
10 attend to the things that were ſpoken by St. Paul; 
you preſently hear, that ſhe invited the apo- 
ſtles into her houſe. So this queen, when touched 
with the love of God, immediately opened her 
heart and her treaſury too; for ſhe gave to the 
king an hundred and twenty talents of gold, and, of 
ſpices, very great flore, and precious flones : There came 
no more ſuch abundance of ſpices as toeſe, which the 
queen of Sheba gave king Solomon, 
Well now, if there be any here 3 who 
love to degrade thoſe whom God delights to honour; 
| what 
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what do you think of the queen. of Sheba?. Oh | 


your vultures eyes ſpy any indecency i in this good” 
woman's eonduct? I call her good, becauſe the 
only wiſe God, our Lord Jefus Chriſt, has told 
the, ſelf-1 righteous Jews that the, Queen of the ſouth,” 
even the queen of Sheba, ſhould riſe up..in Judgment 
agi that generation, and ſhould condemn it. 


But, methinks, I hear ſome ſay; * You have 


not touched upon that part of the hiſtory, where 
we ſee the queen of Sheba's crime: You have ſaid 
nothing of what king Solomon did for all theſe 
riches. It is ſaid, he gave to the queen of Sheba all 
her diſire, bejides that which Soloman gave her of his 
royal bounty.” But, pray now, becauſe the kin 8 
gave her all ſhe aſked, does it follow, as a conſe- 
quence, that ſhe aſked him to go to bed with her? 
What, becauſe an Amazonian queen once aſked 


this favour of Alexander the Great, muſt the 


queen of Sheba aſk it of Solomon ? Or, becauſe 


he gave her of his royal bounty, was there no- | 


thing, worth the queen of Sheba's acceptance, 
the enjoyment of his perſon? Surely? there was. 

Were the reſolving of her doubts, and the diſſi- 
pating her fears, nothing worth? Had you 
or had I been under the ſame anxiety, what 


would we not have given t to have been 15 at li- 


berty? © | 
Wo to 5 To me at leaſt, it appears, 


| this queen was a woman of ſtrict honour, virtue, 


and generoſity ; a woman, that did not experience 
Solomon's love F but the love of Solomon s God 


ſhed 
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ſha abroad in her heart. The Gbſervation 1 


would make upon the queen of Sheba's journey 
is this; that the great God. is never at a loſs to 
procure means to bring his baniſhed home. Has 
he a queen of the diſtant ſouth, to be brought to 
the knowledge of himſelf? Why then, the winds 
and waves ſhall all conſpire to do God's work ; 

even ſailors, of all people the moſt reprobate and 
deviliſh, ſhall proclaim his name abroad. Nay, 
rather than Chriſt's ſheep ſhall not be brought in- 
to his fold, the devil himſelf ſhall act the part of 
a. ſhepherd's. dog, and, by barking and biting, 
drive them to the ſhepherd. ſo that, by one means 
or another, the Redeemer will either bring his peo- 
ple to the goſpel, or ſend the goſpel to them. And, 
at the lalt, when he makes up his jewels, he ſhall 
fay, in the preſence of God, Here am I, and the 
children wohich thou hel given nie; and, of all, that 
thau haft given nie, 1 have loft none; no, not even 


| the diſtant queen. of Sheba, Fo or, as Ifaiah ſays, 


ben ſpeakjng in the perſon of the Redeemer, 
I will ſay to the north, Give up; and ta the' ſouth, 
Keep not back ;. and they ſhall bring my ſons from fats. 
and my teas from the ends of the earth. And they. 


from Sheba ſhall come, they ſhall bring gold and i incenſe, 
- and mY, 5 firm 1 855 the Fa of the Lard.. 1 
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On the Serpent's Curſe, Upon thy belly ſhalt thou 25, 
aud duſt fralt thou eat all the. 80 of * Ls 
A! iii. 14. 


X24 , 3 a0 


2 2825 N 4 1 - 


Ho is. | there, 11 has read tlie weh 
VV oracles of God, with an unprejudiced 
eye, but muſt have made this one obſervation? 
(however mankind have diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
by different nations, denominations, and parties, 
and have divided and ſubdivided from each other) 
That the great God has divided mankind into no 
more than two claſſes; the one; diſtinguiſhed by 
- metaphors borrowed from the moſt amiable pro- 
ductions of nature; the other, by thoſe borrowed 
from every production of nature that is vile, deteſ- 
table, and abominable among men. Hence, you 
hear, the former are called by metaphors, which 
beſpeak their utility; ſuch as ſheep, lambs, doves, 
wheat, gold, jewels, &c. The latter are diſtinguiſhed 
by metaphors of the moſt deteſtable kind; ſuck as 
goats, wolves, aa * ſerpents, tares, &c. 


R A- | | | : | And, 


[447 


And, however * outward œconomy of king- 
doms and nations may have differed, with regard to 
civil government; yet, there are two great mo- 
narchs, each of which has filled his reſpective 
throne in the world, ever ſince the day this dread- 
ful curſe was denounced, On thy belly ſhalt thou go, 
and duſt ſhalt thou eat, all the gon of thy life, And, 
whether we like it or not, and whether we will or 
not, we are, and muſt be, ſubjects to one of theſe 
two great kings; for God and the devil divide the - 
world between them. _. ; 
The devil, indeed, is the god of this world, and” 
all that are born in his dominions, are born his law-. | 
ful ſubjects. But then, the great God has a kingdom 
lixewiſe; and what ſort of men are his ſubjects? A 
people that are taken out of the devil's territories, 
and trarflated into the” Kingdom 2 2 God 21 . 
. b; 
Now, in order to give man a deſcription & ths 
manner in which he became enſlaved to the bon- 
dage of ſin and death, the conſequence of it; the 
| ſacred hiſtorian deſcribes his fall, by repreſenting 
to his ideas the image of a ſerpent, as the tempter 
of our firſt parents. And many, who ſee no far- 
ther than the mere letter of ſcripture, have formed 
to themſelves groſs ideas of what is here called the 
ſerpent, and, inſtead of enquiring into the nature 
of the doctrines couched under this hieroglyphic 
repreſentation, have exerted their utmoſt ſkill to 
deſcribe what kind. of ON” this was, into > which, 
the 
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the devil entered. But, were we to take 4 walk 
over vonder Libya's * burning ſands, and view, 


with curious eyes, the various er of the ſer- 


pent race; the drouzy aſp; or ſpotted cenchris, 


rich in various dyes; or the fierce baſiliſk, by 
every other ſerpent feared ; or dragon, armed with 
ſcales of glittering gold: nay, could we view each 
ſingle ſpecies of the ſcaly brood, by which ſo 
many noble Romans, fell a prey to vultures, on 
the Libyan waſte, fleeing with Cato over that 


burning deſert, to ſhun victorious Cœæſar's con- 


quering arms: and, could we ſingle out the very 
kind which Moſes had in view, when he ſaid, the 
ſerpent 1 was inore ſubtle, than any beaft of the field, which - 
the Lord had made; yet, after all, we ſhould but 
gratify a needleſs curioſity, which would be of as 
little ſervice to us, as to know how many knots. 
there were upon Hercules's club, or how ay buds . 
there were upon Aaron's rod. | EY 
But, we are told, that no ſcripture i is of 17 


interpretation; but is Profitable for dbelrine, for cur- 


rection, and for inflruftion i in'righteouſneſs. Thereforelet _ 


me aſk any one, What ſort of doctrine, What ſort 
of correction, or inſtruction, we can gather from 


God's 157 5 to a poor ſerpent (which, at moſt, 


thou z ee, "and ' duſt Halt thou eat, all the days if thy h ife . 
when it is as natural for a ſerpent | to go upon its 
belly, and eat the duſt, as it is for an ox to walk 
upon four legs, and eat the growing g graſs. No, 
my 

F IX, Book of Lucan's Plarſalia, | 
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; of a metamc bord een. Ntien from having 


* * A winding fold, was, * K. 8 lorced to 
crawl upon the barren ſand; no more than he 


ie ox, that treadeth cut the corn, that we were to 
Paul ſays, Doth God provide for oxen? ſo may I fay, 


Path. God fill up divine revelation, with ſtories of 
metamorpliiſed ſerpents? Far from it. It muſt 


expreſſive. 


Not by letters, or written words, as we do; but 


FI 


my. friends, God never intended to give. us. a:ſtory 


really intended, when he ſays, Thou ſhalt not muxæle 


lock no further than the horned creature. But, as 


be allowed, that the hiſtory of the fall, if taken 
Jiterally, conveys to us ſome ſtrange ideas. But, 
when we conſider the age in which it was writ, 
and by whom, we ſhall find the images exceeding ; 


We are told, chat Moſes Was 12 led i in all the 


learning of the Feyptians. . And, pray, how did the 
Egyptians convey their knowledge to each other? 


by hieroglyphic « characters. I cannot compare i it to 
anything, that ſo nearly reſembles it, as our 
heraldry, which, I ſuppoſe, was borrowed from 
them. And. baue we not, very c often, the hiſtory 
of whole families, in the field of a coat of arms? 
80 here, when the ſerpent i is mentioned by Moſes, 
it had, long before that time, in which Moſes 
writ, been fixed upon, as a figure, that denoted 
wiſdom, art, craft, cunning, or ſubtilty; and, 


when introduced i into the N of the fall, pointed 
out 


all the 
did the 
other! 
03 b ut 
re it to 
as Our 
d from 
hiſtory 
arms! 
Moſes, 
Moſes 
denoted 
y; and, 
pointed 
out 


- T6 


out that maſter-piece of Cubiley, . that. apoſtats 


ſpirit, who led man into the captivity of fin; 3. and, 
in other places of ſcripture, is called captivity it= 
ſelf. And in the ſame ſenſe, as perſonality - is 


applied to the Spirit of God, who witneſſes with 


our ſpirits, ' and leads us into all truth; ſo, this 
ſerpent ſpirit operates perſonally, and, by that 
means, vitiates and pollutes the ſoul, and eſtranges 
the heart from God. Thus did this ſpirit ope- 
rate on the hearts of our firſt parents. Not 
(in my opinion) through the organs of a brutal 
ſerpent, but by. preſenting evil to their imagina- 
tions. As Paul ſays, When 1 would do good, evil is 
preſent with me; and, as the bite of a ſerpent not 


only infects. the part that is bit, but poiſons the 


whole maſs of blood, 'as you may read in Lucan, 
of the many ſort of deaths, which Cato's ſoldiers 


ſuffered in Libya's ſands, by the bites of different 


kinds of ſerpents. 80 our firſt parents, being de- 


ceived by this ſerpent ſpirit, the infection went ſo 


deep, that the ſoul, with all its noble faculties, 

became intirely polluted; ; and though, before that 
time, the body of man had been the temple of the 
Holy Ghoſt; yet, now, it became a cage for every 
unclean bird, and a temple for the habitation of 
the devil, who is ſaid; to reign in the children of 
diſobedience; for we are all, by nature, tbe children 
of wrath, even as others. And that is the. reaſon, 
why our Lord and his apoſtles often call the wick- 
ed, vipers, dogs, ſwine, children of the devil; 


deter the _—_ devil himſelf : Have 1 not choſen you 
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tay, they have no ſuch kindred? And, what 


time, under the hidings of God's face, with 5 
Ken they will often lay, | 


aſcertaining who this ſerpent is ; but, unleſs: that 


whether the cap * not fit every unregenerate 


[48 ]* 


twelve, — die of you is a devil? And this is the. 
reaſon which makes me conclude; that the ſerpent, 
= curſed, to go upon its belly, is unregenerate 

„actuated by the ſerpent ſpirit, as all are in - 
. as the degenerate children of a , er 
parent, For the imagination of man's heart" is only 
evil, and that. continually, and as oppolite to the 
nature of God, as wheat i is to 8 or as ſheep, are 


But is it not abominable, (as c one obſerves) 
that children ſhould deny their parent, and 


is ſtill worſe, will never be brought to own their 
kindred, till they are brought out of darkneſs, into 
God's marvellous light; and then, when, at any 


hs oy my foul ” tis hell to hes 


"mn « Bu for one moment, void of Thee,” m 


Tho I am afraid I have been too ous: in 


was firſt fixed, we ſhould ſtill be at a loſs to know 
where the curſe centers ; and, perhaps, every ſnake 
we fee; we ſhould be ready to ſay, there is a monu- 
ment of the curfe, crawling upon its belly. Fhere- 
fore, to give you ocular demonſtration, that the 
ſerpent here ſpoken of, is a two-legged creature, 
and walks erect, as you or I may do: ſee now, 


cy 9 > 


mn): 


4 man in n'the world, as actuated by this ſerpent . 
d rit. On thy belly ſhalt thou go. What do we under- 
* = ſtand by this? Ovid ſays,” that. *© God gave to 
. «man a lofty face, in order that he might center 
1 nh. e his affections upon things above.” But is this 
8 the caſe of the world in general? No, very far 
cep are from it, for the generality of men have put off 
Wl their noble nature, for the groveling qualities of 
ſerves) down-caft beaſts. Are not all mankind, by nature, 
if ind ſeeking for happineſs from beneath, as the brute- 
N Dad creation do? for all their pleaſures ariſe from the 
1 things of earth; and ſo do mens, in their natural 
ſs, into ſtate. Inſteed of rejoicing according to the com- 
at any mand of God, and glorying in the knowledge of 
biſhop God, they lock always for happineſs from beneath. 
This was Cain's caſe; as ſoon as ever he was curſed 
ef God, he immediately flew to the creatures for 
happineſs, and begun to amuſe himſelf with build- 
„ ing a city: and thus does every ſoul of man, that 
is deſtitute of the Spirit of God, look to the things 
ous, in of this lower world, and ſeck to ſtrike out happi- 
eſs: that WW neſs from thence, When Solomon experienced 2 
0 know WW temporal deſertion of God, what does he do? 
ry ſnake Why, he tells us, he built him houſes, and planted 
z mioniu- i vingardi, and gat him men-ſmgers and women-ſingers, 
FThere- ¶ and every thing that was delightful among meg. 
that the And is not the. caſe the ſame at this day? when 
creature, men become weary of themſel1 ves, do they not then 
fee now, © run to the witch of Endor for comfort? And is 
generate ¶ not _ N * N theſe words, 3 
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eating of duſt, is as much as if God had ſaid to al 
A ee ve which were not included in the 


„ proveling creatures; ye ſhall never know any 
de happineſs, but what is common to you with the 
A brute creation, narnely, the produce of the earth, 
and the bleſſings of the nether ſpring ; ſuch-a 
„ heat and cold, rain and -fruitful ſeaſons, and 
Whatever pleaſure the ſenſes can enjoy, this ſhal 
4 be your portion. But as for the things d 
* another world, the forgiveneſs of ſins, and the 
i enjoyment of the indwelling of God in the foul 
by the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, theſe you 


world, that you will not believe there is any 
"6 ſuch thing, though a man ſhould declare it unts you. 


1 


1 20 the earth.“ 


8 ſerpent s curſe ? Is not this to be curſed above al 


thoughts upon the enjoyments of ſenſe, is, 


| L 50 * 
"Upon thy belly ſtalt thou ge, and dy fat tha zat 0 
# gg KAY I. | 

By duſt, may be wh dobfihd zl "the * 


es this lower world affords,” and every. thing 
that comes within the circle of ſenſe; and, by 


covenant of redemption: : * Ye ſhall be a race of 


< ſhall never know. Nay, ſo far from knowing 
% any thing of the inviſible realities of anothe 


And by theie words, All tbe days of thy li ;ſe; is fixed 
the curſe with a witneſs ; as if God had ſaid, © Thi 


* curſe is not for a day or a year; but all the day 
<« of thy life, ſo long as thou liveſt upon the fact 


7 


And now, my friends, what do you think of tht 


the beaſts of the field? their centering all the 
them 


1 zat al 
things 
Y thing 
and, by 
aid to all 
d in the 
a race of 
10W an) 
with the 
he earth, 
: ſuch:as 
ons, and 
this ſbal 
things .0f 
5 and the 
the ſou, 
theſe you 
knowing 
f anothe 
re is anf 
unto you. 
; is fixel 
id, Thi 
Il the day! 
n the fad 
aink of the 
d above il 
g all the 
nſe, is, | 


them 


; fox con 
but by diſobedience, reduced to a level with the | 


Tﬆ ] 


them, a bleſſing: But hen entailed upon man, 


the only rational part of the creation; upon man, ö 


originally made i in the image of God, and fitted 
union with, and the enjoyment of. God, 


beaſts that periſh: what a curſe is here! Theſe 


words once ſtruck me with the moſt poignant | 


grief, when I obſerved the greateſt part of the 
world deſtitute of the grace of God, were all, to a 
man, going upon their bellies, and licking the 
duſt. And how ought thoſe, who have ie 


the riches of free grace, in pardoning love, to be 


ſtruck with wonder, and, with the a 
poſtle Jahn, c 
out, Behold, what manner of love is this, that = RAe. 


has be/lowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the ſons of 


Cad, while ſo many of our acquaintance are going 


upon their bellies and eatin 
their et 85 Wes . . 2 al iba 88 of 


— 


— 


e diſlike which the whole ſerpent race have 1 


ſerpent he encounters, that (ſay they) is the xc< 


ORATION v. 
on 8 iii. 15. 1 will "put. enmity FW 0 
- and the eons . 


8 "FC ; 
W ERE \ we to. al the generality of profelii 

chriſtians, what is meant by that enmity 
which is ſaid to be put, between the woman and 
the ſerpent, and between its ſeed and her ſeed! 
We may venture to affirm, the. greateſt Pe 
would anſwer, It is that natural deteſtatic 
* which is in man againſt the whole ſerpent | rack 
which prompts him to deſtroy them whereie 
< he ſees them: and implies alſo, that natufd 


bs 


41 c * <>, * 4 


man, and prompts them to bite and ling hi 
„ whenever he comes in their way.” But, ; 
man, for the moſt part, deſtroys the life of eve 


by 
ſon why it is ſaid, The feed of the woman ſhall bri 10 
the ſerpent's head; that is, kill it; as the head, 


- know is the ſeat of it's life, But, as 3 
happei 


on 


| 8 „ 
grated happens, © that man receives ſome damage from the 
eeipent; for that reaſon, it is ſaid, the ſerpent” 
shall bruiſe bis heel; that i is, may hurt him a little, 
as the heel is not a mortal part. "This is the in- 
erpretation of your mötal, chureh- going ſorma- 
lifts, who will tell you, they believe all the bible, 
from Geneſis to Revelation; but will give you 
juſt ſuch a definition of any text, as that blind 
man, I once heard of, did of colours, with whom” 
ſome virtuoſos 'took a great deal of pains to teach 
the diſtinction of colours; and, when: they thought 
he had "made ſome proficiency, they aſked: kim, 
W hat ſome particular colour was like? © I's like— 
it's like (ſays he) the ſound of à trumpet ;* and quſt 
as prepoſterous is the anſwer of every ſpiritually 
blind perſon I in the World, with bo to . 
truth. ; F CT "F121 f . 
Ina ts Ota 1 en dle to prove, ; 
upon ſcripture-priritiples, what this ſetperitarid" Its 
ſerd were; and to ſfot J tom the evidence of ſcrip- 
wire, that every bon uf. Adam, by natural generl- 
tibn, till bord gal af Goa, is of that ſerpent 
ice; and id as much the temple of the devil; as 
le heart of à fegenerate mat is the teinple of the 
oly Ghoſt: | An; *a$ the woman; and Her ſeed, 
70 Chriſt the head; and All his people the 
members; fo, the ſerpent and its ſeed, imply that 
poöſtate diabolic Fpirit who reighs in the children 
f diſobedience e and all his poſteri ity. And as theſe 
wo ſeeds N 0 7 the whole world, then we Are 
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t enmity, 
oman and 
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1 wrhereie 
"at naturl 
4 "have 1 
Ring hi 

But, 
fe of eve 
is the ref 


1 ſhall 6 J 
5 15 ther ing a upo! OTIS and 2 the duſt, 
ometimes e i PE. 8 8 6111 * 5. D 28 * l ber | 


* um * * 
4 — ar ne hl. om, S, 
. 


. 
PEFC „ . LR? * 
- 


Taq 


er eic are nb to walk upright, and feed upsn 


Chritt, the bread of eternal life. 


I; throwing the hieroglyphic ſerpent. (men- ; 


tioned i in our laſt) out of the queſtion, | we find, 


here was 2 declaration of war, made by the, great 

God himſelf i in Paradiſe; I will put enmity between 
| thee and the woman, and between thy feed and her feed. 
And has the word of eternal truth ſaid it? And 


ſhall it not take place? God forbid ! But, pe: h. ps, 
you will ay, This war was declared fo long ago, 


has we, in theſe dregs of time, have no concern in 
But ſtop a little, my friend, and you ſhall ſee 


my you are now engaged in the midſt of the 
battle; either fighting againſt others, or fought 
againſt by others; for there never was one moment's 


ceſſation of arms, from that day to this. You 


«now, that enmity . is a fixt, irreconcileable hatred, 


which can never be appeaſed; you might as well re- 
concile fire and water, heat and cold, light anddark- 


nefs, as reconcile theenmity therei is between the ſeed 


of the woman and the ſeed of the ſerpent. Indeed, ſo 
long as God's people continue in their natural blind. 


neſs, and are not tranſſated out of darkneſs into G 


marvellous lglt, fo long they are very free from this 
enmity. The world loves its own; bur, let a mai 
once depart from evil, and he will immediately 


become a prey: Let a man but once declare him. 
ſelf on the Lord's ſide, and immediately the ſer- 


pent begins to hiſs. 
But, methinks, I hear ſome ſay, This is all 


meer fancy; there is no ſuch. thing, as the ſer- 
pent 


FRY 


upon bent race, in the world; we want a. proof < of this. 
2445S Xa Well, I do not deſire you to take my word for it; "va | 
but, unleſs you are naturally, as well as ſpiritual- 7 


men- 
i find, 17 blind, vou ſhall have clear demonſtration of 
great this enmity between the two feeds, if the expe- 
; es rience of all ages, from the days of Adam to thi LY 
or feed, ; preſent. day, can furniſh out a ſufficient proof. 
? And Lou may remember, 5 ſaid, let but a man once 
e b. ps, declare himſelf on the Lord's fide, and, imme | 
ig ago, diately, the ſerpent begins to hiſs, And pray now, 4 
a Th what a dreadful. hiſs did that firſt-born ſerpent, _ 
hall ſee Cain, give, when, his brother Abel gave evidence 


af rh that he was a member of the ſeed of the woman, 
fought by offering a more acceptable acrifice,. than his . 
RPE, FF deiſtical, unbelieving brother? We do not find 7 any 
Jou enmity appeared between. Cain and Abel, beſore 
parred; Abel ſhowed his religious ſentiments, by offering 
well re. bloody. ſacrifice ; but this was a crime 5 aj 
ad dark- Mts for righteous - Abel to. bleed by an only 
the feed brother” 80 hand; 3. inſomuch, that God was obli ged _ 
deed, ſo give Eve another ſeed,.. "inſtead of Abel whom 
Cain, flew. - But did the enmity ſtop here, with | 


al blind- 

1 Gaps Wy be deach of righteous Abel? No; it raged as in- 
rom this tenſely ; as ever, through all the antediluvian world, 5 
et a mai And, when Noah commenced a preacher of righ- : 


teouſneſs, and began to prepare an ark, to ſave his 

houſe from the approaching deluge, we do not find | 

that a body paid the leaſt regard to the good old 

NN!man's preaching; but rather ſeemed to deride and 

nis is all perſecute him, as one that was enthuſiaſtically mad. 

HE fer For * were in the height of all their jollity,, 
pen. 94 eating 

4 


nediately 
are him- 
the ſer · 


D 


. 


N 


ating FEY marrying, and giving in norris, 
vill the floed came, and fwept them all away ; and then, 
it may be ſuppoſed, they began to cry out, Who 
could have thought that this old fellow fpoke truth z 
But, one would think, now, the ſerpent's race 
were all drowned in the flood; but, if we think | 
fo, we ſhall preſently firid our miſtake ; for, i In, one 
of Noah's three ſons, the ſerpent. ſoon began to 
ere& his ſcaly head, inſomuch, that his own fa- 
ther denounced, Curſed be Canaan, a fervant..of fer- 
wants ſhall he be to bis brethren. But, the ſer- 
pent's race was never ſo rampant, but what the 
feed. of the woman had always courage enough to 
make a ſtand for God. Accordingly, we find a 
righteous Lot vexed, from day to day, with the 
filthy converſation of the. wicked inhabitants of 
Sodom; and, when he turned preacher for. God, 
even his ſons- in- law thought he was little better 
than mad; for he ſeemed to thei at one that mocked, 
to talk of God's deſtroying thoſe wealthy cities. 
And, ſay the reſt of the ſerpent race, hit fell 
came to ſojourn. with us, and be will: needs be a. judge 
ever ws. Thus, you ſee how Lot made a ſtand 
for God, and bore the ſerpent's dreadful hiſs, . _ 
And, to let us ſee that the ſeed of the woman 
does not run in the blood, you find a faithful Abra- 
ham, the father of a wicked mocking Iſhmael, 
And the apoſtle Paul ſhows us, that the two ſeeds, 
I have been ſpeaking of, were moſt evidently ma- 
nifeſted in Iſaac and Iſhmael. The ſame was alſo 


evident, in two, that were nearer. akin, than 
Iſaac 


* 45 — . RAY . e Wn 


: it 57 Fi 
lax and Iſhmael ; for, "Jacob and Efau lay to- 
rin the ſame womb, and yet were diſtint. 
Sly as it! is aid, Jen I baun loved, bin Eſa: 
havd 1 hated: ' And, did not the ſerpentine enmity 
ſhow itſelf; as ſoo as ever they were grown up? 
The dar of mourning for my father are at hand, and 
then I will” flay my brother Jacob; ſays a reprobate 
Efau, But did Jacob get clear of the ſerpent's:hiſs,; 
when he fled for ſafety to his uncle Laban ? I. 
trow' not; for, ſee now, that wicked wretch: 
changing his wages ten times in ſeven years; and, 
af laſt, would certainly have ſent him away empty, 
bad not God himſelf viſibly interpoſed. Vet, no 
ſooner did Eſau hear of his brother's return, after 
above one and twenty years abſence, but imme. 
diately the ſerpent began to rouſe; for he equipt 
himſelf in a warlike manner, and took four hun- 
dred men with him; in order to have deſtroyed 
Jacob in an inſtant. But, as the great God not 
only governs” heaven, but hell alſo; inſtead of 
ſlaying his brother, the enmity, for that time; was 
turned to-brotherly-kindnefs.' And we are told, by 
thoſe who wrote the lives of the patriarchs, that 
aſter the death of their father Iſaac, the enmity 
broke out again, and Eſau came once more upon 
his brother in a hoſtile manner; and Eſau fell by 
the bow of Jacob, who was forced 20 es wo 
55 own'dFenceeZl't ot %%, 
Again, when the holy ſeed became a Bump 
people, in the land (of Egypt, how then did the 
rn on begin! Wan a INH; whilſt S Pep 
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f muſt expect a weary life of it; and this was [jrazls 


7 [ 58 hit tn 
ple made no o open profeſſion of their religion, but 
were filent about the things of God, the ſerpentine, 
Egyptian race were pretty quiet with them. But, 
no ſooner did they let the Egyptians ſee their reli- 
gious principles, by ſaying, Let us go ſerve th 
Ld; then the ſerpent began to erect his ſcaly 
creſt. /Vho is the Lord? ſays that grand emblem 
of diabolic pride, the king of Egypt: Te are id. 
And his enmity was ſuch, that he made their bur- 
den ten times more than they were before. 

+ "T Nu, you ſee, where the enmity levels; let 
but God's people conceal their religious princi- 
ples, and they may live pretty ſecure amongſt the 
ſerpent race; but, as ſoon as ever they ſhey 
themſelves deſerters from the devil's army, and 
avouch their allegiance to another king, even in 
the devil's territories, it is natural to think they 


"eaſe, in that emblem of helliſh r N he hot 
of . 

But, when Iſrael bodualsi A Teams cop: "and 
ſet apart for God's more immediate worſhip, one 
would have thought, no more of the ſerpent" 
enmity would have been found; but, as the eter- 
nal God never had a church, "whats the devil had 
not a chapel ; ſo, you find, the enmity ſhowel 
itſelf in various ways. In the affair of the:golde 
108, in the rebellion of Korah, and in the Hebrev 
* ſpies, who brought an evil report upon the good laid 
9523 4222 and Caleb were W mans 7. a nn 
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| ſpiri it; for in them, we are told, was another ſpirit, . 
even the holy ſeed. 
But, to proceed, Who bes d hiſtory. of 
| David and Saul, can help ſeeing how conſpicuous 
the two ſeeds appeared in them? We find an evil 
; ſpirit, which was the ſerpentine enmity, tormented by 
Saul; and no ſooner did he ſee that the Lord was 
with David, but ſuch an enmity aroſe, that 
he broke through all the ties of gratitude, friend- 


ſhip, and affinity. What hazards did not David 


run to ſerve this ungrateful creature? Nay, what 


evidence did not David give to prove his inno- 


cency? And yet, what a hell does Saul undergo, 
to wreak his vengeance on guiltleſs David's head? 


But was Saul the only ſerpent, that hiſſed at, and 
ſtung this injured prince? No, ſays he; I be- 


came a firanger ta my brethren, an alien to my i 8 
children. And ſo hardly was the prophet Jeremiah 
put to it, amongſt the ſerpent's race, that he was 


forced to cry out, Wa is me, my mother, that thow 


beargſi me; a man of ſirife, and, a man of contention ta 


the whole earth. 


Thus you ſee how this. enmity wy for e H 
many thouſand years; in which time, not one of 
. the ſouls: that ever proved themſelves to be of the 
woman's, ſeed, but what all, to a man, felt the 
ſerpent's enmity. And though the goſpel was 


uſhered. in with peace, good will tawards men; yet, ſo 
far from there being any peace between hy two 


ſeeds, that now the enmity. began to burn with | 


double fury. And as war was declared by God in 
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when this ſame God became inearnate, und. 
though (with regard to his own people) he is the 9 
Prince of peace, yet he makes a freſh dec 
of war with the ſerpent race. hint nat, ſays he, 5 


ws 


that I came to ſend peace on earth; I came" not to fend 
Prace, but a fiverd; even #9 ſet the father againſt b 
ſen, and the fon again the father. Aud, ſays ous” | 
| Lord, you ſhall be bated of all men for my name's ſake.” 


And, fo far from the doctrine of the goſpel putting 
an end to the enmity of the ſerpent, that our Lord 
makes it a black mark of a man's being yet in the 
arms of ſatan, if there appears any compromiſing 
of matters with the world; for, ſays he, _ 1 7 4 
ann 0 „ 
And now, will any one dare ſay he is a chriſtian, 2 
and has never been perſecuted: for Chriſt, either in 


his name, body, or eſtate? Why, my friends, : 


an. unperſecuted chriſtian is ſuch a phœnomenon, 
as is rarely, if ever, ſeen; for let but two of the 


ſerpent's race be ever n at variance, and I 


will tell you how to make them friends again. 


Let a poor chriſtian come and declare, what God 


nas done for his ſoul, and, my life for it, they | 


will immediately agree to perſecute that man with 


8 their violence, if not with their hands, yet 


with their tongues. Have you forgot, when our 
Lord was arraigned before a Roman Pilate's bar, 
and was ſent by him to Herod the king? It is 
very remarkable, that thoſe two great men had 


in 


— 


* 


in which they perſecuted the San of God, we are, * || 
told they ure made friends. Did you, never fee a z # 1 
bull -ſet into the midſt | of a parcel 1 | 
ae en e which (beſo th. bull appgr- 
ed) were ready to tear one another to piec but, 

as. ſoon as they ſaw the bull, by the mere er pulſe 

of. natural inſtinct, they: all agreed t to ſet us pon I 
harned creature ? | And juſt | fo it is whe ſer- . - 
pent race ¶ they as naturally | fall upon the ſeed of 
the woman, as a dog does upon a bull, or as 4 
wolf does.upon 2 lamb. Wo” fays our Lord, « i 
fend. you as ſheep is into the mia of wolves ; -and do you 
think a wolf will give any quarter to a ſheep? 
No, it is contrary to nature; and the apoſtle Paul 
125 it ſo, when he ſays, after the mariner Ce 
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ende, 
ion, 
ff the 
and I 
gain. 6 « world are 1 there is no ce ins 28 | 
Good . enmity between chriſtians.” | Well, if you can, ? 
they upon ſcripture princi iples, prove this aſſertion, I 
r ſhall be as glad. of it as Moſes was, when told of. | 
„ Jet ſome, that propheſi ied i in the camp. But if » you can | 
whe TY prove that all are chriſtians who are called fo; "then 
WET | fure our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was exceedingly Wuftaken | 
It 1 5 when he ſays, Yau ſhall be hated of all men for my Name „ 
| had ſake, Why, firs, the greateſt part of thoſe, who / 


are lg chriſtians, are no more hated fob.” his” 


{+22 47 A 
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name, than they are for the name of the emperor 
of China, of whoſe name, perhaps, ; they never 
But, if there are any here to-night, that 
| have really known his name; which, as Solomon 
ſays, i is as ointment poured forth; I will appeal to you, 
- whether you have not experienced this ſerpentine 
enmity ; for, when firſt the Spirit of God arreſted 
you, and let you ſee your loft eſtate by nature, in- 
fomuch that you were forced to cry out, What muf! 
| we do to be ſaved? did not even this firſt, ſtruggle of 
the new creature, alarm the ſerpent's race? For 
did not all your unconverted friends and acquain- 
tance think you were going mad? and did. they 
not, either by fair or foul means, begin to beat you 
out of that mad way? but, when you were brought 
into the world of new creatures, and could experi- 
mentally ſay, that the Son of man had yet power an 
earth to forgive ſims; and that you had experienced 
this in your own heart, by being delivered from the 
| Durden of an accuſing conſcience, and the terrors 
of a broken law; why, ſuch a confeſſion as this, 
was enough to rouſe the hiſſes of a thouſand ſer- 
pents tongues ; enough to make them 4 rave, 
© bounce, ſwear, ang ſeem to be, ten thouſand 
6 devils in epitome,” | 
How many, for witneſling this good confeſſion, i in 
all ages, have been perſecuted, even by their neareſt 
friends and relations? And, though: a man be ever fo 
expert in ſecular matters, and ingenious in arts and 
ſciences; yet ſuch a confeſſion as this, will expoſe him 


to the utmoſt contempt and ridicule, Nay, if jou are 
| but 


1peror 
never 


that 
lomon 
to you, 
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rreſted 
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at mu 
ggle of 
e? For 
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1d they 
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brought 


experi- 
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; terror | 


as this, 
and ſer- 
« rave, 


houſand 


Mon, in 
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e ever ſo 
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if jou are 
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to bring it to no other touchſtone, to prove the truth 
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but in doubt of any one ahptare-dochlines you need 


of it by, than the heart of an untegenerate man: 
for inſtance, as Mr. Bradbury was preaching on 
the Godhead of f Chriſt, ſeveral perſons. begun to 


2 
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| hiſs: © Ay (ſays the wood old man) it is no wonder 
e the ſerpent ſhould hiſs at the divinity of him, who 


ec has ſo miſerably bruiſed his head.” And the ob- 
| ſervation will hold good, with regard to all other 


doctrines of ſcripture. Vou may be ſure, if the 
ſerpent begins to ſpurn and hiſs at them, it is a ſelf- 


evident proof that they are from God; if they were 
not, ſatan would approve and applaud them; fer 


8 4 other ſerpents to fight with; but thoſe from with- 
3 cout, we could eaſily withſtand them all : But, 
_ « alas! our name is Legion, we have more ſerpents 

« within than ever filled the Gorgon's ſhield.” 


he is never divided againſt himſelf. 
And now, Wy friends, what do you think of the 0 


ſerpentꝰ's race! Have not marks enough been produc- 


ed, whereby you may know whoſe image and ſuper- 


ſcription you bear? You find, this ſect of the ſeed 
of the woman muſt be every where ſpoken againſt ; 
and, if there be any here, who have not been ſpoken 
| againſt for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt and his righte- | 
_ ouſneſs, it is to be feared, you have the black 
mark upon you. But, perhaps, there are others here 
to-night, who are ſenſible of the plague of their 
own hearts, and are ready to ſsy, © You have but 


ce treated your ſubject ſuperficially; had we no 


Wel, my friends, By what I felt, I know to 


. 


« ſuccour thoſe that labour whder a woe:” And, if 
you can excuſe me for this time, in another 'ora- | 
tion, I may, perhaps, come to cloſer quarters, and 
deſcribe how it is, that this enmity. which has been 
ſpoken of, is not only rampant in the ſerpent's 
ſeed, but ſhows itſelf in various ſhapes, even in the 
hearts of all God's own people; which makes the 
chriſtian's life to be one continued warfare; in- 
ſomuch, that we ſhall find continual need for the 
whole armour of God, i in order to ſtand again 
the fury, not only of the ſerpents in the wilder neſs 
of this world, but in the wilderneſs of that natural 
part, (that , in the wilderneſs of our own hearts) 
- which is not ſubject 10 the wed 7 God, neither indred. 
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On. Gen. i ii. 15. 18 enmity. e ah an yo 
| the unn, and between th fed ard ber rs, go 


Po 


IN a former. 8 on this dali, e 
then your time was ſo much intruded on, y 
ſo fat was my ſubject from being Sabana | 


b that ſome of this auditory very juſtly thought, 1 

5 oply gilded over the ſurface of it; and, inftlead Ii 

fl of piercing. through the Joints of the harneſs, 

| and ſhewing each child of God his twofold com- 5 ol 
1, WW poſition, namely, that, in every heart, that is born 
x 10 of God, and brought into the world of new crea- 5 


tures, both thoſe two ſeeds ſenſibly exiſted, In. 
inſtead of that, my bow was drawn at a venture, = 
and only: aimed at the external enmity, which viſibly 
appears in the world, betwgen God's people and 
the people of the-world. But, ſince you, my can- 
did hearers, have permitted me to reſume the ſub- 
ject, (as before promiſed) ſhall now endeavour to 
come to cloſer quarters; and, by the help of the 
ſword of the Spirit, the word of God, try to di- 
8 vide gs very Joins s and marrows 


Now, 


Now, may it not be taken for ei that it was 
— ſufficiently proved, both from {cripture, and the ex- 
perience of all ages, that thoſe two ſeeds have exiſt- 
ed in the world, ever tince the days of Adam, and 
will exiſt till time ſhall be no more? But was 
this all, the ſeed of the woman (in which is 
included, not only Chriſt, but all the members of 
his myſtical body) would think their warfare very 
eaſy indeed. Eſpecially in this land of liberty, 
where the ſerpent's head is ſo bruiſed, that the 
laws of the nation reſtrain it from biting and 
| hurting God's people by outward perſecution, as 
it, in former times, has done; for (thank God} 
we can each fit under his own vine, and under his own 
| flg-tree; and none dare make us afraid, 13 a hiſs 
| now and then we muft export.” 25 
But, my friends, you know that all of us are it | 
ed tobe ſoldiers, and have got our names enrolled in | 
the pariſh-books; and did we not then promiſe, to 
fight beneath the crimfon flag, when called to the 
field of battle? Ves; methinks, I hear one ſay, I 
| Have been inliſted in baptiſm, and will fight for my 
religion till 1 die.” Well, it is good to hear people 
dare be bold for their religion. But, if thou hadſt 
no other inliſting tha thou hadft in thy outward” 
baptiſm, I am afraid thou wilt baſely deſert thy 
colours in the day of battle. For, let me tell you, 
there is a great difference between a mimic ſol-. 
dier, like one of thoſe in the train-bands, and a 
real diſciplined ſoldier in a marching regiment. 


The one, only appears on muſter- days, and that 
3 without | 
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without either much order or I. > bu the . 
other, is obliged to ſtand all Weathers, and to go 
on whatever expedition he is ſent, and face 


exery oppoling « enemy: He is always accoutered, 


ever ready to obey command. And juſt ſuch 


is the difference, between a nominal and real ſol- 


dier of Jeſus Chriſt; between one that calls him- 
| ſelf, and one that i is called of God, to be a ſoldier 


ef ChE” . 
You may ſee each nominal foldier, on a Chriſt's 


muſter-days, (which are Sundays) appear in his 
regimentals, armed with a prayer-book and bible, 


ſtuck out perhaps in the front rank. For in- 


4 ſtance; there is old father Duibus, every Sunday, 
in the front gallery, in Cripplegate-Church, with 
his full-bottomed peruke, and large prayer-book, 
as. finely gilt as the ſhield of Achilles; and, with 
a voice, like Stentor at St. Paul's, bawling out 


aloud, Amen. But, as ſoon as ever he gets home, 
you may hear him alarm the whole ſtreet, with 
ſcolding and quarreling, about his roſt beef and 
plumb · pudding. And, were you to take a walk 


to Half-moon-Street, in the Strand, you might 


ſee, the notorious Mrs, Ph—ps, the armoury- 


hoops of Venus, drawn out with her gilded fire- 


lock, going to muſter at Covent-Garden church, 
every Sunday morning; though all the week long, 
ſhe is fully employed, in 9 ſoldiers, to fight 


in the wars of Venus. 


But, to come cloſe to the point and leaving 


the multitude of mock — that might be 
| | men- 
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mentioned, who have only taken hold of the ſkirt of 


Jew, and defir red to be called by his name, to take 
away their reproach, Letu us now view each ſold lier 
that Jeſus Chiiſt inliſts by his Spirit: he is a ſoldier | 
indeed ; and, that from the day he receives his in- 
liſting money, even the manifeſtation of the for- 
giveneſs of his ſins, by the Spirit of God witnefling 

with his ſpirit, that he is born of God. From that 


| day, he- puts on his ſpiritual armour, and n never 


puts it off again, till the day of his death. If 
you aſk what ſort of armour this i is, the apoſtle 


| Paul ſhall anſwer for me: His loins are girt about 


wy truth, and he has on the breofl-plate of righteouſ- | 
eſs ; his. feet are Jhod with the preparation of the Loſpel 
peace, the hrield of faith, the helmet of ſalvation, | 


| 75 the fvord of the Spirit, which 7 1s the ward of Gad. 
| This is 


the armour with which eve ery ſoldier of 

Js ſus Chriſt is to be accoutred, Anda do you think 

#1 li heavenly panoply has been pr epared, i in the 
of God, for 3 or to ruft for %, 

n my laſt oration, Was defcribed* tREſerpen 

race as viſible j in the world. Now, permit 1915 

treat of theſe two ſeeds, that are at implaca Men 

mity, in every individual child of God, "The ſeri rip. 


ture deſeribes them by different names, as. Fell 4 


by the ſeed of the woman, * the "ſeed -of the flaps 2 


pent. Sometimes they are called nature and grate, 
the old man and the new, the fleſh and-te ſpirit, 
&c, Now, you that think a ſoldier W Cit 


is : nofping ng more but on] ” a mere  profeſhon : 
ee e dee 


irt of 
tale 
Idi jer 
Idier 

8 in 
for- 
fung 

that 
ever 

oftle 
about 


_ | 


en 43 


e fer- 
grace, | 


pi irlt, Sd 
kit 


Ph or 


ward 


« | „„ 


A 1 e. 23 þ 7 OE 


"outward. morality ; pray hear a little bf the te | 


of a chriſtian ſoldier, , and then judge whether 


he has not need enough for all his armour. It i ns 


.tv be hoped there are ſome at leaſt in this mixt 

aſſembly who will underſtand what i is meant, when 

ie belieyer' $ warfare; is deſcribed. : 
When firſt the Spirit of God begins t to "plolgh 


EY the fallow ground: of a ſinner”: S heart, his uſual 


method is to begin as a ſpirit of bondage. 2 He 
commonly ſets the law before a man, and cauſes 
bim to ſee wherein he bas offended; and, as all 


men baye their | conftitutjonal, fin, for we. have 


v1. 4< 06-42 


all one rds fin, (ihough not the ſame 
ſin) which mo 
who, are only acquainted. with the. language of 


Aſhdod, know this to your ſorrow. And, 
alter all: . fair Promiſe, of 0e, dne you 


44 „„ 


2 men f | 
he did the K of the 9 1 
mean Zaccheus. xaction and oppreſſion were 


tas K ay 


Sd f 
his predominant fins; 


arreſt hi im, but the guilt of this ſin flew in his 
face ; and immediately! he began to diſgorge his 
ill-gotten gain, by crying out, Behold, the half of 
my goods I give to the poor; and, if haue done any 
wrong to any man, 1 will reſtore him four- -fold. And 
begs the Spirit has done. with men, he makes them 


oft.” eaſily. beſets, us; even you, 


| he had been A covetous, | 
_ griping creature; and, no "ſooner did the Spirit | 
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. 
ery out, with the cembling gaoler, What muſt We 
45 fo be ſaved ? | | 

It may be, a man may Sdnns a Jew white, 
under the terrors of God, for a broken law; or, 
it may be, as ſoon as ever the ſinner has brought 
in the verdi& againſt himſelf, the Spirit ſets him 
at liberty. For God is a ſovereign, and the wind 
of his Spirit blows when and where it liſteth ; 
yet ſtill, conviction goes before converſion, 480 
the Spirit never ſets at liberty, till he has pointed 
dut Chriſt to the Soul; and, by a text of ſcrip- 
ture, appropriated the Srriobr to that ſoul, as the 
balm of Gilead, and the Phyfican' there. For, if 
convictions do not come in a text of ſcripture, and 
deliverance likewiſe in a text of ſcripture, we have 
reaſon to think, both our terrors and our comforts 
may be ſpurious. For the eternal God, to put an 
honour upon his word, by it he kills, and by it he 
makes alive; by it he wounds, and by it he heals. 
And, when it has done both theſe offices in the 
ſoul, a man then, is juſt like a bird eſcaped ont of 
the ſnare of the fowler : He that was a little before 
in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, is now 
brought | into the glorious peri of the e of 
God. 

And do you think, when ſuch an operation as 
this, has paſſed upon a man, that our Lord had 
not great reaſon; 188 all 162 ER ing born Again? 
For thent all things Become nero; a new ſet of hopes, 
a new ſet of ſoars, a new ſet of friends, a new 
Ff of enemies, And, indeed, a man Is juſt like 
- , anew 
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ation as 
OT d had 
Again! 
f hopes, 

aà new 
juſt like 
a new 


2 new liſted ſoldier ; 1 


is to be heard or 
ſeen, but mirth and joy, ſo long as his liſting 
money laſts. This is the day, when a man re- 


ceives the earneſt of the promiſed inheritance; it 
is the believer's wedding-day, the day of his eſ- 


poutals, as the ſcriptures call it. Yea, it is the 
day in which the angels tune their golden harps, | 
and rejoice in heaven, at the converſion of a 


ſinner. This is the day that God's people are 


made willing in, even the day of his great power, This 


is called the firſt love, when the new-born ſoul, 
like Icarus, mounts upon his borrowed plumes, 
and never thinks, if he ſoar too high, the ſun 
will melt his wings. But theſe marriage tranſports, 
ſeldom continue for many days; ; though we are 


ready then to ſay, Our hill is ſo ſtrong, we ſhall 


never be moved. And. the ſerpent. ſeed, (it may 
be) is ſo ſtill within us, that we think we never 
ſhall hear it hiſs any more. Yet, when, brought 


down from the mount, we. may be compared to 


Joſeph's brethren, who went to buy corn in 
Egypt; but when they came to the inn, they 


found all their money reſtored in their ſacks. Juſt 


ſo the poor believer, when Chriſt firſt ſheds abroad 
his love in his heart, he really gives up all for. 


Chriſt; the Iu/t of the Halb, the lufl of the eye, and the 
pride of li ife ; which are the ſerpent's brood ; and 


thinks, in theſe days of gladneſs, he. ſhall: never 


find them in him any more. But, alas! when he 


comes to the inn, that is, to be converſant i in the 


vorld again, he finde all his money” returned, 3 in 
nie 
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| his fack's mouth he finds thoſe vipers, "I * 
thought were all dead, begin to revive again; this: | 
made the apoſtle cry. out, Who ſhall deliver me from 
the body of this death? It was fo terrible to bim, 


4 


IS CEL 


that he deſcribes i it by a metaphor, borrowed from. 
a Roman cuſtom, of binding a living man to a 


| dead carcaſe, which is, of all others, the moſt 


nauſeous death. This made good Dr. Go 


glad, when he was told he ſhould die;“ Then, : 
4 ſays he, I ſhall be delivered from theſe ere aking, 


4 « crawling toads, my luſts.“ 


But there is a reaſon why theſe trials hould 


come from the ſerpent's ſeed : For, if. all our time 
was a time of peace, we ſhould never know che 
uſe of dur ſpiritual armour: But, when we are 
hardly put to it, and find we can ſearcely ſtand, 
it out in the evil day; for what with temptations 
| from a corrupt heart within, and. trials from the 


world without, we may be ready to give up! all for 


k. Tot, like David, though anointed king; yet, when 


a death came 1 the promiſe, ſays he, T7 "ſhall. one 


day periſh by the hand of Saul. So, perhaps, the 


poor weather-beaten ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt may 
often ſay: O this deceitful heart of mine! Jam 
ten times worſe than I was before I knew the Lord. 
I have no might to! withſtand. this great multi- 
tude. And, it may Be, Satan, at! the ſame time, 


may be permitted to inject his pry. darts, blaſ- 
phemous thoughts, even horrible o think on. 
But, when the ſoul begins to ſtir 3 YI and is 


enabled to "ed out the ſword of the Spirit, which 
ſets 


-> 


4 = N 7 
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5 ſhould 
ur time 


10W the 
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ſets hams > text 4 ſcripture,,. with, pope, 20: 


heart,” and,, by the ſhield of. faith, repels theſe, 


fery darts, he is then enabled ta hold out. 
In Jahn Bunyan's Holy War, you may fer, at 


the characters N i 
deſcribed* in; A moſt, experimental and, maſtetly. 


mantier. And, whoever, conſiders the: life of 2 2 


chriſtian, will ſee che neceflity for theſe two ſecds⁊ 
For, when. the natural Iſrael took poſſoſſion of. 
Canaan, the Canaanites were drove out only by 
little and little, And why ? e prove the Ifrac- 


lites, 80, in a ſpiritual Eenſe le, af. theſe vipets, | 
the lut of the Held, the tuft gf. the eye, and the pride of. 


life, were quite taken away in converſion, there 


would. be no need at all for ſpiritual armour. We 
people cry, out: of. 


ſhould then never hear God's 
cartiality z. and that there was a Jaw in their mem 

bers, warring again/l the law of their mind, and bring 
ing them into ſubjetion to the law of ſn and death. In- 


deed, my friends, whether you know it or not, 


theſe two ſeeds, in the real chriſtian, are Rryggling . 
like, Jacob and, Eſau i in the womb, of Rebecca : or 
ate at continual War, like. the houſe of David. and 


the houſg of Saul. If chere was no tinger within, | 


the ſparks of quryard temptation SOUR genf, * 1s 
on A blaze. . 


But hat wall. I ay. to Ne, un my friends, wha. N 
are yeb employech jn the brich -Eilns of TYPE and 


have, neyer yet been led through the rei, ſea af the 


bedr, W r * Bare, been . 5 


mut 
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large, this combat N the two ſeeds, under . 
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| Sen Bk FR 
ine dee Em your holes, and 
T" are at peace: * you” are not Plagved 
| Fike other men. If vo are what = world calls 
moral, honeſt men, and” do nob body” any arm; 
the ſerpent and his ſeed wilf fawn” upon you z for 
the world loves its own, and WIII build 'you u up in 
Your formality, and telf 50 fe keep your box'& 
. ointment, or ſell it, and give it to the poor, "and 
not waſte it on the Redeemer's head. 0 there 

are more ſpiritual ſerpents in the woll- 1 
there are natural ones in Afric's durning And 
And many there are with ſuch beautiful | "ſcales, 
that one would hardly think ſuch beauty, ſuch 
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\ how It is Soden With ful e and met 
' Chriſt, without any regard to "whit 3 
theres, 46 match one Here 
like dririds's dat of tur Þurnitly 3 
no diſhonefty 
the vworja's 1d, 
his mark. Abt.) he 
ple, by paying 
aft of mere, he 
many as the TIT 1 5 a ph | | 
of his ſufferings; and, 25 all hiſt the mier Rab. 
given him, he has loſt b none, but will 
before e of his glory, 3 without Het, tor wrink 
ar thin L233 ot * ae 
AY, ſo cen is, he of TP m alt fit Telfates, 
be that toughes em, touches the apple of Bis: . 18 
when Saul was perſecuting 3 rd Hen 


ple, Saul, Saul, ſays he, why perfocuteſt thow me > 


And you will hear him, declare. at. the laſt da cy 


that what, was done for t A . his brethren, . 
was done f r Mimtelf. Aud, Jett” the, vültüre- 904 g 


e divine 1 


world hoy ould: And out 4 Haw in 


nomy, in the chojee of his 4 eople; hear how d 
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acquits himſelf from. any  maleyalept” aſperfions': 
1 baye 1 ; 


Hape thee i in righteouſneſs, © TY lowing -k Kine 72 
and 7 in ander mercies; 3 Je, 4 ; y have Need! thee in 414 
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principles. i in pardon poſes: ſing, had a, -A. jealous eye 
over the harmony of all his glia SS; that, NO, 
out the 3 Jar, or E 1777 ous 
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1 — I'was creation more ſublime z 3 It vo guiſ 
r. the Labour of the fies of 15 A 

2 f. ar more than labour —it was n even. 
« A truth fo ſtrange! 1 were bold to think. Ki true; | 13 
<6 e far bolder fill, to diſhelieve s 7% 


Vet, as FIR offince ms hat care Fay Y 14 
ue 577 or by the obedience of one, it was not only or «Pa 
but reaſonable, too, that many /hiuld be made'rightious: * «17 


- And, "there i is not one * privilege or blefing; which — 
was "forfeired by our relation to the firſt Adam, . * 


but is doubly ſecured by the obedience. and death 
I of the fecond Adam, to all who believe: in him. 
Did the firſt Adam diſhonour the law of God, 5 


baking 152 II kecond' Adam N the law 
f K een 23S i 


* Night Thooghes 


nour? Such an ample — eee 


the ſtricteſt juſtice, ſay of each of the redeemed 
found a ranſom And each of th em will g 
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. taz ], x. 
in man's ſtead, and made it honourable. Did juſ⸗ 
tice demand ſatisfaction, to repair its injured ho- 
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when th Lord laid « on ; bim the pak. of us. all, that 
aggrandized jt. more, than if the whole human 
race, had been eternally puniſhed i in the nether- 
moſt bell. And che God can now, - with 


. 


throng, Let this, and that man goz z, for T e 


ſing, the trium phs of victorious 3 and the 
greateſt rife in heaven will be, not, n * 
done moſt to purchaſe heaven; but e hs ele: 
the greateſt" object of patdoaing love mes bor in- 
guiſhing! mec ß. r 
And now, my Wands! mer we not e 
alto! ihmentz wich the author jaſt qu juoted | 
. C3 L313 * 6-7 & i Is 4 9 a oy 46 n » 
1. O hat- 4 ſeals of miracles bes! 8 1 


« Survey the wondrous cure: 
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erden for infinite offence] and pardon —_ 
pr means, that ſpeaks 106 wales iter "= ; WY); 
6; A * bought with blood! wi th blooddivine? - 
« With blood: divine of: him, 1-made my 1 foe? - 1 1 . 
i Perſiſted to provoke l tho woo'd and . 100 _— | 
« Bleſk:and chaſtized, aiflagrant rebel fil]! - +: - ui 
«A rebel, midſt the thunders of his throne! Sit 
t Not: alone] a rebel univerſe! * 4 
4 Let, for the fouleſt of the foul, be dies.” | ket if 
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for eau, far dacirine, for cor 
| frruttio in rightgouſneſe. And, eyen the hiſto orie 


of perſans; that ſome, whoſe glorious en 
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8 * are told by che warde ein xn 85 
and, the experience of God's people in 
every ag, has proved it à matter of fact, that 

no ſcripturè is of private interpretation, But it pr. 


* 


| en, N 


parts of ſcripture, which exhibit to our view a 
promiſcuous. thrang.of virtuous and vicious cha- 
raters, are particularly recorded for our kam. 
ple, pen zubum, the ends of the world are com 
Had the ſacred oracles.of God, been only ad 
up with Precepts and iofirRions, ealorord Wik. 
ions of rewards and, puniſhments, N 
out  bibulng the lives and characters of; a A 


, thould: ſhine, {ihe apples of gold jet in pictures of 2-5 7 
not only for bv admiration, but imitation, of ſue- 
ceeding ages: While others, whoſe. infamous: 
practices, haye ja y rendered them, not only, 
the tulyects of divine vengeance, but, dreadful 
examples 


19 J 


ec Hine g erte be Un 


rarefully to'#vbidither Erle 46 they Would il 
lingly avoid their puniſhments. Had (L Ty] hif- 
tha pre cue From che bfacles 
G 0e fculd-Haveibeen left to travel in an 
unbeaten path ;* and, for want of ſceing the fobt- 


Reps oPthdſt chat have gone befbre us, we ſhould, 
either fink *dowiy wich duſpair, When under the 


ufflicting mand of Gat; dr, with peeviſh Jonah, 
chink, -e had gd Raſh tb be angry, even with 
the eternal: Gd hitnſelf, if Es providetices eig bur 
deem to ereſd hands with dis pretniſes. 

Zutz; beſides all this, nöthing is To great x pre 


of God's Quill government ef the world, us his 


providehtial dealings with partie lar perſons. Wha 
ran dbübt but tie great Got, holds the reins of 

univetſat government in his Own Haris, when we | 
der all the wiſdom, .poliey, and contrivanee ef. 
men, not ofily baffled ant defeated, but oſten“ 
times do vver-raled; as to bring about the deter- 
minate 'eounſel/of his own eternal mifid ? That itte 


ex traerdinafy perſoh, whoſe ton verſton is the ſubfect 


of this Oration, is not only à proof of God's moral 
Zorernment in the world, but alſd, that God has k 
peculiar people in every nation and language, 
whom he has before Uetermitied, Thall Come to the 
Enowiedge of himfcif; dy ſome means tr 

other, ſhall be made a tor pebbl, the dy 
bis great ptoer + And, that che nears by which 
cry! are aids willing * in i the Wait" nige 


„ Res 


Wanner, calculated to bring about the ** a2 
end, without at all infringing. the free agen. 
Sof man. ihr cÞ tory 169-11 OE fa le 
Wbqevuer reads, yith any attention, that part 
of. the ſacred writings, in the; time, of,, Hopekifth 
king of Judah, and compares. it with what Ker 
wards happened in the time of Nebuch ar 
king of Babylon, may ealily diſcovers; the- fil 
dawning of divine love. began 16 appear. towards 
tome of che Babyloniſh,nazipn at that time, When 
Hezekiah was recovered from the plague, f which 
he had been ſick unte death. For, to aſſute 
Herekiah of his recovery, God cauſed. the ſhadow 
of the ſan. to go backward: ten degrees on the dial 
a Ahan z 2 phenote non ſo range, that the 
<) 153; Who were nt that time the moſt. far 
mous aſtronomers in the world, could by no 
means account for this retrogradation of the ſun, 
_ by any. of the then known maxims of aſtronomy, 
But it ſeems, though they were at ſo great 3 
ance from Judęa, yet they. were told, that | 
be. wonder vas wraught upon the account 
of the king of Judah; and ſo deſirous. were: the 
princes of Babylon after aſtronomical knowledge, 
that Berqdach. Baladan,. the, predeceſſor, of Nebu- : 
chadnegzar, ſent ambaſſadors, and a] pfeſent to 
the, king of, Judah, to enquire 10k, the: wonder 
that was done in the land. ttt ot eg 153: 
But though Hezekiah, like the reſt of the 
world, when under the aMiQting, hand, of God, 
had mourned, lamentedt and chattered like 2 
d bde” | crane, 


- 4931 


* 


the recovery of his health, Rememb 
Baus walker bfore ter in truth, and ae -perſelt 
bear; ani have! dune that-which is gord- in thy ſight, - 
but muſt be: aſtoniſned at his after - conduct ? 


[92] 


cranes: that his life might be ſpared 3 het, th no 

ſoongr was he recoyered, but all his ſine ſpeeches 
and fair promiſes, which he- had made in his own 
ſtrengthy! were quite forgotter | 
put ie in the power of Hezekiah, to ; declare his 
name th an idolatrous people. But who that 


For no- God 


bears this plea that Hezekiah makes with God for 
Ker | „O Lord, how 


Wo, that hears a weeping king putting God in 


mind of his upright. heart, could ever have ima 
eined, that when the Chaldean ambaſſadors came 
to inquire of the wonder that was done in the 

land, but that Hezekiah (who knew they were 


idolaters) ſhould not have taken this fair opportunity 


to have preached unto them the power. and wiſ- ma 


dom of the God of Iſrael ?- and who would have 


thought: but he would. have ſhewed them, that the. 


ſun, which they, ignorantly. worſhipped, was but 
a creature, of an inanimate nature, and intirely 
under the direction of the God of Iſrael? But be- 
hold, inſtead of this, he never once mentions the 
phænomenon, to aggrandize the glcry of Iſrael's 
God; but began to entertain thoſe ſtrangers with 
a ſight of his treaſure and riches, and the ſplendor 
of his kingdom, to ſpread his own fame at the far 


| Chaldean Court. A: dreadful leſſon this,” 1 


9 


allen man. | 
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Eweich=tod Sladed His perfest Habit Bech 
God in His ffekneſs; and, now, God takes an 
cpportumtyz te zer Mn dee, What ® mighty petfe 
'Heart'h&had, | when left te himſelf; For, we are 
told; that in the-buſineſs:6f the princes bf Babylon, 
"thr Lord oft Hezekiah,”t6 tty him, that be might bow 
26] Mur dog in bis heart ; and a dreadful ALT it was; 


.pride, vain-gtory, Hf. futseieney, and the lou 


or the world, which is Nolatry im the ſight of God, 


And, let me obſerve hy che way, Whoever you 


'ate, who belong to God, and are not ſufficiehtly 
_ tkcquainted,; wich your Gn hearts, and their vile 

dereitfulnefs; you alf as fure be perrſttsd to fil 
Into fore tenible God-difhonouring ſin, as ever 
Hezekiah was. But to What end? that God nity 
"eternally puniſh you for it? No; but that 'you 
may fee, all that 95 in'your Hearts, and never trust 


Them any mort; fo that ybur mines may be can 


<fed vitt ofthe ft öf Botontol's fools: ©, © © 
But, no fotner, were the Chaldean atnb 
ders returgeũ, than the prophet Tala is ſent td 
Mezekiah, to let him "Tre whit an intonfiſtent 
part he had àcted; and to dtqualiit rim, thit 
Through he had neglectedd to declare the glory of 
4364 to thee ſtrangers, rievertheltls, a5 God had a 
wot te de one t Babylon z Taye" it, 
700 hurl RH be car 4 Babytm, 4nd they hall 
Bunteths In the pullice of the Bing of Ruνν Whit 
Fer? Why, that che) Woll have the Konvur to 
we @iftruny tn this hat er Ol, w Ning m 
m, 


alla. 


of God, to bring the king himſelf to worſhip that. = | [| 


1 L 93. h. 
ay, and ;Evene.the: ing bill wgths Ene wie 
of God. 5507 W eee. s 
And- aA wr. vou find, when Jeruſalem _ 
copguered: by. the king of. Babylon in-the days. of 
Zedekiab, that the King was taken in the Plains 
of Jexichg.. and, his children lain before their far, 
ther's fage,, by the command of Nehuchadpezzar.. 
Vet he had given orders to, take of the king's, 
ſeed, and of the, princes, in order to educate them 
in. his own palace: But little did he think he was 
only fulfilling. what God had decręed even that 
Daniel, who w3s of the blood royal of Judah, FEY 
ſhould , afferwards. be the ipſtrument., in.the;hand, 1 


God, whoſe, city: and temple he had A few years. 
before deſtroyed. '. It was, about. four. years after. 
this great. moparch. had deſtroyed Jeruſalems. and 
difribyteg, the captive. Jews; into the ſeveral pro- 
vinces of. Babylon, when theigreat God oſs ware 
to. work upon, his ſtubborn. heart. 15 

. Naw. it is very remarkable, that hinges apd- 
nations nearly reſemble the. human ſpecies; they 
haye their infancy, they have their youth, and 
they have their old age: and. as ſoon as ever thy 
have reached the ſummit of their grandeur, they 
grad ually decline and meyer [ile any more. And 
it is further remarkable, that in every age of the 
world, there was ſome particular nation, that 
either graſped at, or was, actually poſſeſſed of uni - 
verſal empire; and one nation has 1 roſa 
out; of the ruins of anather. 1 


| Before 
; 


91 1 


* Before the Babylonian empire arrived to the 
ee, of its grandeur, the Aſſyrian had been the 


all- conquering monarch, and was by way of emis 


nence ſtiled the great king, the king of Aſſyria. 


But now the ſcene was changed, and the reins 
of univerſal empire were held by the hand of che 


proud, vain-glorious Babylonian monarchy whoſe 


unruly will was his law, upon whoſe ſmiles or 
frowns, the lives of all his ſubjects depended. 
But, we find, amidſt all his pride and ſplendor, 


(which too often rob men of thought and reflec- | 


tion) the impertinente of thinking, would intrude 
upon his retired moments. Indeed he had now 


arrived at the utmoſt height of his ambition; for 
Ilaiah juſtly calls him a ravenous bird, who had 
flow from nation to nation, and glutted his vo- 


racious maw with the blood of kings, and enrich- 


ed his treaſury with the coſtly-- ſpoils of ruined 
Vingdoms. And there was not a nation, in all 
the wide extended bounds of Aſia, but what he 


had either conquered, or was in alliance with. 


As for the Medes, he had let them alone; becauſe 


Aſtyages was his father-in law::*and;/as to the Per- 


by ſes was his brother - in la. 


—— profpertiy en 


ceſs, though his fawning ſubjects had addreſſed 


him with this flattering compliment, O king, live 
for ever ; yet there was a bufy ſomething within, 
J and 


that t read him a lecture of mortality 


he could not help thinking uf what ſhould be aſter 
| P70. 7, 1 21 4190 5 him, 


ſians, he had not interrupted n Senn n 


pretend 
have b 
plauſib] 
it, in [ 
him ter 


bit by! 


» v * g . 
cn We £ * 2 


85 


. EE: a. | | 
bim. we way ſuppol : e he was: 5 now beginning t to 
ſtudy means, how to ſecure the Babyloniſ crown 
to his poſterity, throughout all generations: ſuch 


is the poſthumous vanity of ſhort-lived man. 9 on 


But; no was the time, for the great God to 


interpoſe,. and ſtrike A damp,” upon his towering 


imaginations. Fot or, whenever God begins a work, 
upon any human heart, he always begins with 
humbling that heart. So here, no ſooner were 
Nebuchadnezzar s eyes cloſed in hep, but a huge 
image wasrepreſented to his 1 imagination, whoſe form 
was terrible. Thus yon ſe ee; hough for- the Sene- 
ality,” dreams are only phafftoms of the 1 imagina- 


tion; yet, ſometimes they convey divine inftruc- 


tions, as Job fays; Thou friꝝbiſi me with dreams, 
and ſcargſi me with viſions. And to ſhew what an 
abſolute government the great God: has over the 
minds of men; we find when tlie king awoke, 
though the horror of the dream remained, 
what the dream was he had quite forgot; though 
he was ſure he could ae it, if it was once 
told to him. 1307 $5: Sf >! 

Now God had three Apr . to ee 


in cauſing the King to forget his dream. The firſt 
was, that he ſhould not be impaſed -upon by a par- 


cel of canting, fawning- ſycophants, who vainly 
pretend to intetpret-dieams; and if the king could 


have but told them what the dream was, ſome 


plauſible interpretation would have been put upon 


it, in order to fes the king's vanity, and make 
It tent than he was before: 


him ten titnes 
but by his 9 it, this was prevented. 
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| river Eyphrates, .and formed, the ci gity of Pabylen 
on that very night, when Be- zg, the ſon. of 
- this Neb en waag himſelf drunk 


— 


to poſleſs that very power! he ſo much boaſted 12 


them 10 pieces. By. this dream,. Nebuchadnezzar 


x bliſhment of chriſtianity. 1 


nezzar himſelf, the head of the Chaldea ean mo- 


a great king, even a king of kings; 388 f 


F 96 } 
The ſecond thing wa 28, That at Daniel 1035 uche was * 
at 


* Maki to be the inſtrument in the hand of "ou 


to bring about the king's engel, might b be! in. 
wonnen his prefence. _, or 1782 ry Fl "a 

And, the. third ching Was, mortif A, the on 
aw 8 pride, when he Was e J 
power he had: to ſecure the throne 90 h his poi 
and how many different nations Were 2 alternat 


ay 


S 


SSTIF bt 


| Now it is worth while to examine, what aft 
things were { ſhewn to the king by this dream. We 
are informed, he law, an image whoſe head as 
fine gold, bis breaſt and arms of Auer, bis tell a ; ant 
thighs of braſs, his legs of iron, his feet part. of iron, and 
part F clay. He likewiſe ſaw a Hae, cut "without 
. which fmote the image bn bis feet, © and brake 


was, let to ſee the four great empires, which \ were 
to ſucceed each other, from that rime, till he eſta- 


If Dr fs Rei 


Buy the head of fine gold, 1 meant Nebuchad- | 


narchy : For, he was not only called a 9 7 


fully deſcribed by. the head of fine fine ne galc 
breaſt and arms of filyer was, deſcribi 8 8 

ſian empire, which immediately. ſu xc 87 5 the 
Chaldean, when Cyrus turr , courſe. of the 


with 


% 


deemer's kingdom, which is compared to a ſtone 


[97 ] 


with all his nobles, and ly the! gots of gold 


_ and filver, 


The belly and thighs were of ſs this nel 
out the Grecian monarchy, which was leſs ſplen- 
did than the two former; but, as Daniel ſaid, it 


Was to bear rule over all the earth : And this pro- 


phecy was fulfilled in Alexander the Great, who 
overcoming Darius, put an end to the kingdom 
of Perſia, by erecting. cha Macedonian upon its 
ruins. N 

The legs of 3 iron, the fee part of iron and 


| part of clay, repreſented the Roman empire, 
which ſucceeded the Grecian, and was compoſed 
of many different nations; the kings of which, 


being of contrary intereſts, might well be com- 


pared to iron and clay; for as iron and clay will 


not incorporate, but divide from each other; ſs 


thoſe different nations, af which this empire was 


compoſed, could never agree long, but would al- 
ways be rebelling in one part or other, and be 
perpetually torn by civil wars, as it afterwards 


happened, in the times of 1 of the Roman 


emperors. : 

But, in the days af thoſe. hives, who ſhould 
reign in this laſt monarchy, was the Lord himſelf, 
to ſet up a kingdom, called the kingdom: of the 


| Sto e, which ſhould break in pieces all other 


kingdoms, and ſmite the image upon its feet, 
ven the Roman empire. This was the Re- 


Cut 
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cut without vat; but was to grow to 2 great 
mountain, and fill all the earth. | 

That Chriſt is called a ſtone in ſcripture | s 
plain, even a tried ſtone, a chief corner-Hone, eleft ani 
precious. And that he may be ſaid to be cut out 
without hands, exactly deſcribes him; for ther 
was no form nor comelineſs in bim; be was like 
a root out of a dry ground, even like a ſtone that ha 
never been hewn or poliſhed by the ſtatuary” $ art, 
And yet, as unpoliſhed as he was, he was to break 
in pieces all other kingdoms, and grow to a gra 
mountain, and fill all the earth, 

Now we cannot:think hw ever will be a tim: 
when -all the earth will profeſs chriſtianity a 
once; for conſider in another place Chrift i; 
{tiled the Sun of righteouſneſs, that aroſe upon: 
benighted world with healing in his wings, Wel 
now, only obſerve the natural ſun, it does not en- 

lighten the whole earth at once. No ; but in the 
morning it ariſes in the eaſt, and makes its progrels 
towards the. weſt, and gradually leaves the eaſ 
in darkneſs, and in twenty-four hours deſcribes 
its circle ; and juſt ſo has the Sun of righteouſneſ 
done. Firſt, he enlightened the eaſt, even Aſia, 
and gradually proceeded weſt to Europe: And 
now he has got into the new- found weſtern 
world, even America; and in the ſpace of the 
goſpel- day there will not be a nation, but what 
will alternately have the light of the goſpel ſhine 


upon it; but then it is only for a time. For has 
not 
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not Egyptian darkneſs again overſpread all thoſe 


eaſtern parts, where the primitive churches were 


planted ? And though ' the name and form' re- 


mains, as we come farther weſt towards Italy, 

Spain, and all thoſe kingdoms, yet it is almoſt 
evening with them; they have loſt the ſight of 
the Sun, and, it is to be feared, will at laſt de- 
= generate into a total darkneſs, and be worſe than 


they were before the Sun of ri N ſneſs” firſt 


i ole upon them. 


In this ſenſe I at leaſt underſtand what is meant 


by this mountain filling all the earth; and will 


not the ſcripture bear me out in this opinion ? 
For our Lord himſelf tells the people, that the 
light of the goſpel will not always ſhine: There- 
fore, ſays he, work while ye have the light, Ver the 
night cometh when no man can work. And again, Jf 


thou badft known, in this thy day, the things that beling 


unto thy peace, but now they” are hid from thine eyes. 


| Nevertheleſs, be that as it will, Nebuchadnezzar 
by this dream was ſhewn the different nations, 
which were alternately to rule over the world; 


and alſo the kingdom of Chriſt, which the Lord 


' himſelf was to erect. But what was the effect 


thoſe great manifeſtations had upon his heart? 


Only this, to own that Daniel's God was a God 


of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of 


| ſecrets. And becauſe God had ſhewed him this, 
(though not much to his intereſt) he promoted 


Daniel to be a ruler over the provinces; yet his 


heart remained as hard a> the nether millitone. 


F 2 But, 
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| law and to the teſlimony; and fee, whether all hi 
| knowledge of goſpel-truths have reached any fur. 


enlightning grace, and we have not yet broke of 


of. thoſe two were benefited by him; and af Gol 
had ſtopped ſhort in his dealings with Nebuchad- 
mezzar after this dream, though he owned the 
God: of Iſrael, and honoured his ſervants, yet hs 
would have been left juſt as God found him 
And it is to be feared, many own God, and ho- 
nour his ſervants, and help (as it were) to buili 


[ roo } 


But, to do juſtice to this ſubject, and trace fey 
by ſtep the ſeveral providential dealings of G0 
with this great King, in order to bring. him. 
know himſelf, I ſhall reſerve the | remaining part Me 
of his life, which is very extraordinary, for the 
ſubject of another oration, and only conclude with 
one obſervation, namely, that it behoves even 
one to bring his own experience of God's dealing 


with him to the touchſtone of truth, even to th T. . 
ae 


ther than only to n the head, mn not bet. 
ter his heart. | | + 
For, if ſanctifying grace Rowe: not accompin 


our ſins by repentance, we are ſtill under the do-|cing r 
minion of fin. Even a Balaam could ſee the ſtaMnore ac 
that was to come out of Jacob, but not fer him-Muentioz 
ſelf; and an abandoned Ahaz had the cleareſ Whe 
prophecy of the :Redeemer's birth declared to hin;nercy : 
eyen that a virgin ſhould conceive and bear a Son;Worant, 
and vet we have no reaſon to believe, that .eitheMWec ſome 
th on 
11d an 
od of 2 
tion, 

ity le 
g with 
$ to jud 
e moſ 
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* The fecond part of __ oY 
1 his 
Co: verſion. 
fur- | 
. Former Oration on this ſubject was begun 
e ofÞvhich ſucceeding ages reap from hiſtorical facts, 
do- Meing recorded in the ſacred oracles of God; one? 


entione t. „ ee e en 
When we read of the various”. diſplays: of. this 
ercy and forbearance of God, towards the ig- 


him- 
areſt 
him 
Son; 


zithet 


Golpith one providence after anotlrer; ſometimes by 
chad- nid and gentle diſpenfations, ſometimes by the 
| theſhed of affliction, and the ſharpeſt ſtrokes of cor- 


et he 
him, 
1 ho- 
built 


con, What an advantageous leſſon does po- 


g with the children of men? Does it not teach 


Piat the hearts of all men are in the hand of God; 
2 


nore advantage may be * to wu was Wm 2 


orant,, and thoſe that are out of the way, how 
e ſometimes follows tlie moſt abandoned wretches. 


rity learn from God's thus providentially deal- 


sto judge charitably, even with regard to men of 
e moſt proffigate characters? when we ſee, 
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doned king of Judah, (who made innocent blood 


nument of mercy? And yet you may ee, that 2 


who, that obſerves this monſter of pride and cru- 
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and we often ſee the rugged, the proud, the criel, - 
and abandoned wretches, that, one would think, 


fin; 
con' 


1 
had damnation written upon their very foreheads, No 
ſnatched out of the. midſt of the burning, and Wh 
made heirs of eternal life, as often as we ſee | 
thoſe of a mild, gentle and benevolent. diſpoſition Wy 
brought to the knowledge of God, yea * tit 
oftener too. ing i 

Did not our Lord caſt Goran devils out G1 a begin 


proſtitute Magdalene, when the young lawyer, zum 


with all his fine accompliſhmets and graceful car- 


worſt 
riage was ſent away ſorrowful ? This is to teach W. 9 
us, that the great God does not ſee with our eyes ze, 


Who could have thought | Manaſſeh, that abaye veſſels 
and, 7 
run like water in the ſtreets of J ex uſalem) had of emble 
ever been deſigned by the eternal God AS a mo- or m a 
and. th 
worſhi 
Hoy 
clty, the king of Babylon, could ever have 81 100 
thought that God had fixed his love upon him; captive 
and was reſolved, (though by a long ſeries of pro- he imn 
vidences) to. bring him at laſt to the knowledge lf, b 
of himſelf? 1 God ; 3 
Now it is to be obſerved, that e God ju. out 
begins to work upon any heart, he always ſtrike! greater 
at a man's conſtitutional ſin, in order to make with rat 


Ged gave even him repentance unto life. And 


that fly in his face. Pride, the ſanguine mother al,” 8 


| of cruelty, was this great monarch's ne. calt int 
* 3 


* 


8 „ 
ſin; and what various methods ww s God take to 


convince him of this?? 5 305 abba 


In my former Oration on this ſubje&, the > 
image he. ſaw in this dream was diſcourſed'.at 


large: And what was the main end of this, 1 " 


to convince! him of pride? But, inſtead 'of be- 


coming humbler by this, he began to be ten 7 
For not being content with lord- 


times worſe. 
ing it over mens perſons and properties, he nom 
begins to lord it over their conſciences too; ant. 


aſumes a right to conſecrate gods for his people's OR 


worſhip. And accordingly you find. he erects an 
image of gold in the vale of Dura of an enormous 
ſize, which poſſibly was made out of ſome of the 
veſſels brought from the temple at Jeruſalem 3 
and, as ſome hiſtorians tell us, it was made to re- 
femble himſelf; 3 and adorned with all the 1 
of majeſty, ſu as himſelf was wont to wear; 
and this was to BY : Up object. of the Babylonilh 
vorſhi. : 

How naturally is one fin the parent of another] * 
for no ſooner was the king told that ſome of the 
captive Jews refuſed paying their adoration, but 
he immediately proceeds not only to deify him- 
ſelf, . but even to make himſelf the moſt high 
God ; For, ſays he, what. God is he that ſhall deliver 
you out of my hand? implying that no God had 
greater power than himſelf, And ſo overcharged 
with rage was he, that his very viſage was chang- 
ed, and he fat by to ſee Daniel's three friends 
al into the ſiery furnace, heated ſeven times | 
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| more hot than uſual, inſomuch that their execu- | 


tioners were burned to death. 


As the king fat facing the furnace, aid no 
ſooner were they well in, but upon caſtir ing his 


ravenous eyes around, inſtead of ſeeing them con- 


fumcd to aſhes, he ſtarts from his ſeat with wild 


amaze, and cries out, Did we not eaſt three men 


bound into the midſt of th: fire? and h, I fee four men 
walking looſe in the midſt of the fire, and have no huri; 
end the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. A 
fight fo ſtrange and fo unexpected as this, was 
enough (one would think) to harrow up his ſoul, 


freeze his hot blood * and make each hair on 
his combined locks by ſtart, and ſtand on end 


like quills upon the fretful porcupine ! But, in- 


ſtead of this, he immediately recovers his ſurpriſe, 
and with an air as compoſed as if nothing had 
been the matter, he approaches the mouth of the 
furnace, and calls Shadrach, Meſach, and Abed- 
nego, ye ſervants of the mort bi gh. Ong, come 


forth. | 
Now one would bees thought ſuch. a Gabe,» as 


this ſhould immediately have wrought a ſaving 
change in his heart; but nothing will do, till 
God ſets his eternal fiat to it, and ſtrikes light 
into his dark foul. However, it had this effect 


upon him, to make him bleſs the God of Sha- 


drach, and to make a decree that none ſhould 


ſpeak any thing amiſs againſt the God of Sha- 


drach, &c. F or, I ſuppoſe, before this, the God 
| of 


9 wats. 


» o 


* 


a. Oo. 


A 
* ge * — 


2 OR 1 * 4 
i * — "> ; 4 * * 22 


1. 


> 
w 


þ 


_ 


[ 4% 


of Iſrael was treated with the utmoſt contempt 


and obloquy i in all his dominions ; but yet you. | 
find he did not think Jehovah an object worthy. 
of his own, or his people's worſhip. 5s 
Now who that · reads this amazing tranlaction 
in the hery furnace, can help being aſtoniſhed at. 
the long-ſuffering and condeſcenſion of God? for 
he even vouchſafed to let this. abandoned monarch 


«+ *£46/ 


ſee with his natural .eyes that very perſon, ' who, 


in after ages, ſhould redeem a Toft world from the 


fire of hell, as certainly as he now ſaved theſe 
three men from the fire of this. furnace. And it 
is my opinion, that ſo great was the reſem- 
blance between Jeſus of Nazareth, and this Som 
of God that Nebuchadnezzar ſaw, that had he 
been living in the days of the Meſſiah, he would 


have ſaid, if he had ſeen Jeſus Chriſt, that i is the: 


very perſon. I ſaw in the fiery furnace. 

But that. ever this king ſhould know that God: 
had a Son, or that the form he ſaw was the forni 
of the Son of God is wonderful. © Surely, when 
he thus cried out, he was under a divine impulſe, 
it was that moment darted into his mind that God 
had a Son, and that this was the very perſon he ſaw. 
Ie fo Paul, when he was ſtruck down in bis 

to Damaſcus, and aſked by a voice, MA 
bs owe thou me? His anſwer was, Ibo art thou, 


Lord 9 Now it might have been ſome evil ſpirit 
that aſked Paul this; but Paul, by an immediate 
impulſe on his mind, knew it was the Lord. And 
_— 1 take it, was the caſe with this king, Yet: 


=—_— all 
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all this did not change the ſavageneſs of his dif- 
poſition. For, ſome. time after this, Daniel ad- 
viſed him to break off his fins by righteouſneſs, and Aras . 


iniguity by ſhewing mercy to the poor. 


But as all thoſe great things which God had | 
done in manifeſting his power hitherto proved in- 
effectual, he is reſolved to take another method, 
and will now ſtrike him home in the ſenſible ] 
part. And to render him without excuſe, he has 


fair notice given him of what God intended to do 
with him. 


fowls of the air. and beaſts of the field; he ſaw 


this beautiful tree hewed down and TEEN of all 
its i uit, and lopt of all its branches, and only the 
ſtump remained in the earth, with a band of iron 
and braſs. And, upon this being told to the pro- 
phet Daniel, we find the prophet was greatly aſto- 
niſhed at what God was about to do with ſo great 
a monarch; and was for a full hour before he 
could or durſt ſpeak out the interpretation. But 


when this undaunted king commanded him to 


forego his ſorrow, as if he had faid I am confi- 
dent, let the interpretation be what it will, it ſhall 
not in the leaft diſcourage me; then Dune ex- 


plained his viſion. 


And the king was as good as 5 word ; for, 
when told he ſhould be driven from men, and 


made to eat graſs like an ox till ſeven years were 


gone. over him; and when adviſed to repent, if ſo. 
be 


He had repreſented unto him in a 
viſion of the night a huge tree, which reached to 
heaven, and afforded food and ſhelter for all the 
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he it might lengthen his tranquillity; yet, aſto- 


niſhing to think on, it did not in the leaſt abate 
his intolerable, pride. For a year aftef this, we 


lace and beautiful gardens à, which were eight 
miles in circuit; and to ſay the truth of them .t 
perhaps eee was ſo much coſt and Pains be- 


ſtowed upon any gardens in the world, italy 5 


before or after, as was expended on theſe; for the 
city being built on a large plain, in the farm of. 

a ſquare, twenty leagues in compaſs, whoſe walls 
were eighty feet chick. and ; three hundred and 
fifty in height, that this great king might. not be 
bounded in his proſpect by the lofty walls, he had 


his gardens raiſed like ſo many terraſſes, one above 


another, by arch upon arch, till they overlooked: | 
the city wall; and the mould that covered the up- 


permoſt arches was ſo deep as to have room for- 
the loftieſt trees to take root in it; and in. theſe: , 


gardens. were the: moſt elegant walks, green plats, 
flowers of all kinds, large canals, baſons and: 
aqueducts, and all the embelliſhments and beau- 
ties of nature and art. 5 
And when taking a ſurvey. of fo ama coſt and 
labour, inſtead of ſaying, with Solomon, that all 
was vanity, he ſeems to center all his happineſs 


in the enjoyment of them. With an air of lofti- 2 


h he "_ Is not this great Babylon, that I. 
. O 7 have 


* „This deſeription of * q Es, is extrafted. 
from Ramſay's Travels of Cycus, who fays he found it in W 
dotus, who had been upon the ſpot, 
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find him taking a ſurvey of his magnificent, pa- 
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have built for the houſe of the lune by de V 
might of my power, and for the honour of my w 
majeſty ? But it is an old proverb, Pride goes 555 pl 
Fore defiruftion, aud a haughty ſpirit before 4 "ſalt: bt. fo 
For when the words were in his mouth, a voice | th 
fell from heaven, ſaying, < O king Nebnchid-” R 
„ nezzar, to thee be it ſpoken, thy kingdom is "2 
< departed from thee, and they ſhall drive thee” — 
< from men, and thy dwelling ſhall be among bs: 
ic the beaſts of the field, and thou ſhalt eat grass | 5 
like an ox: And what for? Why, that he 8. 
might know that the Moſt High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whom he will. N 

And immediately his reafon departed from him, 

and the heart of a beaſt was given him; infomuch = 

| that his people ſaw he had got the very nature of 
nan ox; and they drove him out to — _ na 
| his fellow brutes. the 
| Thus did God act Wes this "mighty mo- the 
ll narch. But to what end? To deſtroy him ? ob 
li No; but to bring him to the knowledge of him- his 
it ſelf, and to be happy in the enjoyment of his = 
li God. For though his hairs grew like eagles fea- i the 
thers, and his nails like birds claws, yet God had era 
ſtill his eye upon him for good, though a more for 

| abandoned wretch for pride, cruelty,” and oppreſ- on 
ſſion, the world never ſaw. For he kept a fiery tier 
furnace and a lions den for the deſtruction of his pou 
| people, whenever he had a mind to-glut his ſavage of! 
| rage. He was ſuch a monſter who feemed to have ver 

| udicd the art .of cruelty from his very youth. 


| Was 


* 


Nas thorthing.: Th 


„Was t not ee their hope of birthright 


objects he ſaw, might ever after be uppermoſt 1 in 
his imagination. 


crawling on his bands and knees, a fit companion —& || 


tiers cireled round, not only dignified with the pom= WW 1. 
pous title of a king, but of a great king, even a king |||Wi 


OE ftream : _ I ſay, that faw his 


6 * 


be 
Was there ever a greater act of barbarity, than 
when he took the king of Judah priſoner. in the 
plains. of Jericho, to kill the king's children be- | 
fore their father's face? Well may we ery out in 
the language of W the fxth, i in a the 9 of. | 


64 0 r 2a! a bids man A 
0 Againſt the rigid laws of arms to kill them 1 


„„ ne, 
Rut muſt thy hate be levell'd at their lives 
« Nor could a father's wrongs content thee ? _ 
Nor could a father's grief diſſuade the deed 2” 


And then as ſoon as the children were dead; 
nay, perhaps, while they were yet gaſping beneath 
the ravenous wolves fell gripe, he cauſed the fa- 
ther's eyes to be put out, that the laſt dear fatat 


But nov behold the * 8 driven 4 0 
the ſociety and commerce of mankind; fee him \ 


for the grazing ox. Who that had feen him ſeated l | 
on his. radiant throne,. with all his fhining cour- | 


of kings; and now to ſee him crawling over the 
verdant meads, and cooling his thuſt in famed 


ſhagged 
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ſhagged locks and crooked claws, and heard him 3 
lowing amongſt his horned meſſmates, could he Pi. 0 
crying out, What has God done! 1 . af 
And yet, ſuch was the fate of this proud mo- de 
narch, and that not only for a few days or weeks, 5. 
but till ſeven years had gone over him, unhauſed,,. th 
unſheltgged, either from ſummer's ſcorching e 4 ha 
or winter's pinching cold, expoſed to all the rigour he 
of the various ſeaſons. And what is molt ſur- tic 
priſing yet, was this; That in all theſe tedious | '$- 
ſeyen years, his faithful ſubjects never once ſ wer- ſta 
ed from their allegiance, but kept the my ed 
throne to wait its Lord's return. - 5 an 
For I ſuppoſe many of them had been ies to ſto 
what Daniel ſaid, and waited the expiration of the giz 
deſtined time. And what might ſtill give them hope, | 
we are told, (and by very good authority) that ſtil 
on the Jews Sabbath he had intervals of reaſon, If 
which muſt needs force them to ſee that his mad- gi 
neſs was not from a meer natural cauſe, but from tio 
the immediate hand of God. And no ſooner was the 
the time expired, but his reaſon returned as ſud- . live 
denly as it left him; and it ſeems the Babyloniſh- fait 
nobles were waiting the appointed time. For the the 
king bimſelf tells us, That at the fame time my rea- his 
fon returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, car 
my honour and brightneſs returned unto me, and my coun- tell 
fellors and my lords ſought unto me, 1 eren ma- =y 
fjeſly was added unto me. *y 
Thus did the great God make good his —_—_ T «} 


unto this king ; though the tree was cut down, 
the —— remained in the earth with a band of 


ir on 
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iron and braſs: And thus the kingdom was ſure 
unto him. But now let us ſee the conſequence 
of theſe ſeven years grazing. You may remem- 


ber the word of eternal truth had ſaid it; That at 


the end of ſeven years, or ſeutn times, be ſhould know ' 
that the heavens do rule. Not but that all this might © 
have befallen him, and inſtead of being purified, 


he might have come out of the furnace of afflie- 


tion ten times worſe cankered than before. But 
God had given him this knowledge, his under- 
ſtanding, which had been dark, is now enlighten- 
ed; not only the heart of a beaſt is taken away, 
Mer the heart of a man reſtored, but the heart of 
ſtone is taken away alſo, and a heart of 1 is 


- 


given him. 


It is a juſt obſervation, that there never was a 
ſtill-born child brought into the world of grace. 
If you queſtion it, here is an inſtance to prove it, 
given under this king” s hand and ſeal to all na- 
tions, people and languages: ſays he, I bleed 
the moſt "High, and praiſed and honoured him that 
liveth for ever. And that he did not hide God's 
faithfulneſs within his heart, nor his truth from 
the great congregation, but was as exemplary for 


his piety as he had been for his idolatry. If we 
can credit the author of the Travels of Cyrus, he 
tells us, „This king aſſembled all his nobles in the 
„ yale of Dura, and mounted on an eminence, 


e proſtrated himſelf before the moſt high God, 


- 66 his 


LA. 85 
< his workin with ſaying, O princes and people, len 
« g render homage to his greatneſs.” . K 
"He then ſends circular letters to all the nations, 
to tell what God had done to him, and for him. 


But how does he begin them? Not with thun- 


dering out his bloody decrees, but with Peace le 
multiplied unto you. A ſure ſign that the God of 
peace had taken poſſeſſion of his heart. And be- 
fore he could tell them what he had got to ſay, he 
breaks forth in this God · reyering exclamation: 
Hero great are his ſigns, and how mighty are his wonders 1. 
his kingdom is an everlaſling kingdom, and his dominion . 
from generation to generation. And then he proceeds. 
to declare the different methods God had taken. 
with him, which at laſt had brought him even to. 
become a worſhjpper of that very God whom he 
had fo often defied, and whoſe ſervants he had fo. 


cruelly treated ; and then concludes, Now ' king by 


Abbas, praiſe and extol, and honour the king. 
of heaven, all whoſe works are true; and th who walk. 


in pride be is able to abaſe. 


And now, my — * do you think of. 
the king of Babylon? Can you, or can you not 
ſee upon him the marks of a converted perſon ? 


Could a man ever make this noble confeſſion from 
a heart ſenſible of what the tongue declares, and 
not be touched with: renewing grace? Impoſſible !. 
Did ever ſuch language as this proceed from the. 
mouth of one in the dark dungeon of nature's, 
night? Surely no. Thus it appears to me, that 
this great king was a converted perſon; for if one 
TT 212 may 
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may judge of a tree by its fruits, furely- you will. 


ſee upon him many of the fruits of the Spirit. 
For peace, which is the firſt fruit, appears in | 


the firſt word of his letter. And a delire that 


every body ſhould. be as happy as himſelf in al | 


ing to the knowledge of God, which is another 
of the fruits of the Spirit, is clearly enough ſeen in 


him, to prove that the root of the matter was in 
him. For I will appeal to all the converted kw Hah: 


ple in the world; whether as ſoon as God mani- 


feſted his love to them, they did not want every 


body to be as happy as themſelves. Melancthon, 


as ſoon as converted, ſaid he would go out and 
convert the whole world. And is it not plain that 
Nebuchadnezzar thought to do ſo too, by writing 
to all nations and languages? But as the old devil 
was too cunning for young Melancthon, ſo, doubt- 
leſs, he was for old Nebuchadnezzar likewiſe, . 


And now let me conclude with this obſervation: 
That we ſhould never give up the moſt abarkloned.. 


wretch as incurable; for though a perſon may 
have been the greateſt ſinner in the world, the 
great Phyſician of ſouls can as ſoon cure him who 
is all over ſpread with the infectious leproſy af ſin, 


| as one 6 tha is tainted with but one . . | 
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| \HIS nah, my friends, will * FO WAR: | 
be fulfilled in your ears: for though this tl 
title! _ permitted to be given to the firſt preach- 

ers of the gel! pel, by a parcel of *blaſptieming 
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wretches, yet it will remain an undeniable truth, : 
that this title is applicable tẽ every public” miniſter ti 

of the goſpel,” and alſo to edel Private cbriſtian | 
too, till time ſhall be no more 0 

* Strange title indeed! Türer of the world 7 
upfide down I And yet fiot more * than true * 1 
This you "Enow Is a mie kaphorleal, rather an C 
hyperbolical expreſſion; and is commonly appliea- | 
ble'to thoſe who bring about great revolutions | : | 
and changes” in Rates ' and kingdoms ; - inſomuch 9 fi 
that whole empires have been ſo entirely over- 1 
turned, and 'others erected upon their ruins, ſo 4 
diametrically oppoſite to each other, both in re- 8 
ligion and politics, that it might well be ſaid of f 
ſuch places, that they have been turned e 


down. 7 E * 
But te 
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But this has ee been effected by rez. 


rior power and force of arms; fo that ſuch revo- 0 


lutions are not to be wondered at. But that it 


ſnould be ſaid of the apoſtles, and firſt preachers | 
of the goſpel, that they were the men that turned 


the world upſide down, is indeed aſtoniſhing. 


This will appear, when in the firſt place we e 2 


what ſort of men they were. 
And in the ſecond place, what Son the 
world was then in amongſt whom they \ were, 
And in the third place, the manner in which 


they actually did turn the word upſide down. 


And firſt then let us conſider the men them- | 
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ſelyes. And ſure it was as unlikely for. them to 


30 


bring about ſuch an event as might be called” | 15 


211 


turning the world upſi de down, as it was for A 
parcel of crooked ram 's horns to to blow down ihe” 


ſtately walls of Jericho, For prong were they but 
a few illiterate fiſhermen, mean and deſpicable in 


themſelves; and che ihhabitants of a eater place, 


a, 


Galileans born? A place fo infamous, | as to be a ; 
proverb of reproach to the whole nation. ' Can 


any good thing come out of Nazareth? And yet 
from this deſpiſed place (without the advantage 
of a polite education, or the aid of human litera- 
ture, or the leaſt ſkill in the männer of addreſs, 


whoſe very employment had rendered them ob- 


ſcure and contemptible) did the men come, who 
actually turned the world upſide down. 

But, thus it has always pleaſed the great God, 
to throw contempt upon all the learning and wiſ- 


dom 


N 
} 
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dom of men, in order to confound the wiſdom of 
the wiſe, that the excellency of the power might 
appear (to all that had eyes to ſee) not to be of 
man, but of God. Yet, it may be objected, that 
there was one of the firſt preachers of the goſpel, 
namely, the apoſtle Paul, of whom this was firſt. 
faid, who neither wanted wiſdom, learning, nor 
adùreſs. This we will allow ; but let any one 5 
examine that great man's life, and he will plainly 
ſee, that though he neither wanted natural or 
2 abilities, yet when once he commenced 
a preacher of the goſpel, Ee counted all theſe but 
dung and droſs, for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Chriſt Jeſus his Lord; and defired to 
know nothing among thoſe to whom he preached | 
but Chriſt, and him crucified. So that, as a. To 
preacher of the goſpel, Paul's natural and acquired 5 
abilities were quite out of the queſtion; though 1 
he knew, as well as any man, how to fight the | 
world with their own weapons: ſuch, then | 
were the men that turned. the world, u Pons. 1 
down. ; ” 
And now, in 15 ſecond place, tet 1 us » tow; whats: 5 
condition the world was in when this great erent t 
was brought about. Perhaps our polite rationaliſts t 
will have the aſſurance to tell us, that the world 8 
was at this time in a ſtate of the moſt ſtupid igno- _ 
| 
V 


— — 
— ——ä— 
— ——— 


— — — arty vets wr JE. 
on —— — a AR 


44 00 - ww 


— 
PER 
— 
7 1Ü ¹wmwA -.. 7˙ͤ,Ü? ̃ Ü v —ůů —˙˙rẽ · 2 „„ 
= — 8 —— — ere TS 


— * 
rener, n e 
K —B 6.0 — = - 


rance, and quite « deſtitute of the uſe of reaſon, and. 
expoſed to be deceived by every impoſter. | But 
the great God foreſaw that this would be induſ- 1 


triouſly inſinuated; and therefore, when he 
: brought 


* 


ty) - 


brought his Firſt- es) into the world, he rok 
care that it ſhould be at a time when polite learn- 
ing every where abounded ; and the writings of. 
that, and ſome preceeding ages, have been handed. 
down to poſterity, to ſtand as everlaſting monu- 
ments of the learning and good ſenſe of the people 
of that age: ſo chat, whoever ſhould endeavour. 
to vilify the wiſdom and good ſenſe of thoſe times, 
every ſchool boy has it in his power to ſummon 
majeſtic Virgil to his aid, and prove the ſcoundrel 
wretech «liar. | 
And, if you will examine into the ſtate the 

4 world was now in with regard to morals, you. 
will find there was not a moral, ſocial, or relative 
duty, but what had been taught in the different 
nations, both by their philoſophers and poets. 
Egypt had for many ages been the mother of po- 
lite learning, and had been favoured with her 
Hermes; Perſia her Zoroaſter; ; Greece had had 
her Solon, her Lycurgus, her Socrates, and her 
Plato; and Rome her Pythagoras; ; and a little be- 
fore this period flouriſhed the famous Roman 
.poets Horace, Virgil, and Ovid, all men of ex- 


Y traordinary abilities: and as for Tudea, the ſcrip- | 


tyres abundantly prove what learned gentry the 
| Scribes and Pharifees at that time were: and, as 

for Greece and Rome, their different philoſophers 
had formed themſelves into diſtin claſſes, which 
were like ſo many 1 to breed up their ee 
pils | in. | © 
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What need J mention the Stoics, the Plato- 2 
niſts, the Peripatetics, the Pythagoreans, and 
Epicureans, and all the reſt of the venerable ſages 
of antiquity? And (among all the different ſecs 
of philoſophers) I am apt to think there were none, 
not even Epicurus himſelf, if he had been rightly 
underſtood, but what taught the moral, ſocial, 
and relative duties of life. And as for poetry, I 
think it had now reached the ſummit of perfection; 
nor have any ſucceeding ages ever pretended to 
equal, much leſs to rival it. 
Such then was the ſtate of the world in the 
happy days of Auguſtus Cæſar; and when the 
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Sun of righteouſneſs aroſe, it was indeed a morn- 
ing without clouds. The temple of Janus was 
then ſhut, and the whole world enjoyed a univer- 
ſal peace and tranquillity. And even with regard 185 
to religion itſelf, every one ſat under his own T 
vine, and under his own fig- tree; and though Fo 
each nation had their particular ' deities, yet tl 
they all allowed one MR et Lord 
of all. Bh. 
The great god Jupiter; was ackhowiedget to 63 
have all the inferior gods at his nod, as Homer iſ| be 
wo abundantly ſhews: and though the great goddeſs 1 
Diana was in fo great repute, yet her image was w. 
allowed, even by her worthippers, to have fallen aſl 
down from Jupiter. Apollo was his ſon: Minerva WM for 
is ſaid to have ſprung-out of his brain; and moſt rer 
of the other gods had lincally deſcended from him; M fav 
aud the main : ſource of all this polytheiſm in the pre 


world cla 


2 
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panty” originally; wb. from a pA we 
of the Egyptian hieroglyphics, which repreſented 


the perfections and attributes of the great God, 


by various figures of creatures and things, which 


in time became eee into ſo many 


gods. : 
But, be that a it avith the ach; was 4a en- 
tirely ignorant of religious perſecution, that they 


never once diſputed the divinity of each other's 


gods; nor was any one deſpiſed becauſe he wor- 


- ſhipped a god different from his nejghbours.. For 
there was the Pantheon at Rome, in which the 


gods of every nation were inſtalled, and liberty of 
conſcience for every individual to wn what 
god he pleaſed. | 

This then was the FRY" RIG. of. the world. with 


1 regard to learning, religion, and morals; when a 
few illiterate fiſnermen had the boldneſs to turn 


the world upſide down. 
But now, in the third place, lee. us 1 
how this was effected? Not by might, nor by power, 


but by wy Spirit, faith the Lord, You may remem- 
ber, when Nebuchadnezzar was told by: the 
prophet Daniel of the different kingdoms : that 
were. in ſucceeding ages to ariſe, one out of: the 
_ aſhes of another; this memorable event was alſo 


foretold ; for when Daniel interpreted the diffe- 


rent parts of that huge image which this king 
ſaw: in. his, dream, at laſt he deſcends to inter- 
pret the feet, which were compoſed of iron and 


clay, which are materials chat will not incorpo- 
| | Tate; 3 


* 
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rate; and very aptly figured out 50 variow 
1 kingdoms of which the Roman empire was 
| = Sed being as unſit, by reaſon of their 
il jarring intereſts, for e as iron and 
clay. 

But in the days i of thoſe kings, of which 
this empire was. compoſed, ſays Daniel, the 
Lord himſelf ſhall ſet up a kingdom, called the 
kingdom of the ſtone : And what ſort of a ſtone 
was it to be? Not a very poliſhed one I aſſure 
you: For this ſtone is ſaid to be cut out of a 
mountain without hands; no art or poliſhing 
was to be uſed about it; but, as rough and un- 
poliſhed as it was, it was to ſmite the image upon 

it feet, even the Roman empire, and grow to a 
great mountain, and fill all the earth. And if 
this was not a turning the world upſide down, th 
J ſhould be glad to know what is? But when do 
the appointed time was come this word was | 


fulfilled. | SD tha 
Let us now ſee how theſe poor deſpiſed illite wo 
rate creatures ſet about this ſtupendous- work. wa 
And before we ſhew what they did do, it wil Ch 
be neceſſary to ſhew what they did not do, peo 


Now if you will examine, you will find that 
Paul and Silas, of whom this was ſaid, did not 
offer to introduce to the Theſſalonians, among 
whom they now were, any ſyſtem of mori 
Ethics, as the Socinians would inſinuate; fo 
preaching the doctrines of the moral law coul 
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never be ſaid to be turning the world upſide 


down; becauſe the very people who threw this 
reffection upon the apoſtles, were actually Jews, 
and believed and taught the moral law in all 


their ſynagogues. Neither could teaching ma- 
rality either to the Greeks or Romans be erer 


filed turning the world upſide down, ſince 
their philoſophers and lawgivers every where | 
taught the ſame. And let morality be taught 
by Chriſtians, Jews, Greeks, or Romans, it is 
all the ſame, And ſure no body could, with the 
leaſt propriety, call the preaching of moral 
righteouſneſs, turning the world upſide down. 


For the Gentiles, who had no written moral law, were 


4 law unio a and did by nature the things con- 


tained in the law,.. 5 

But now, let us in the third place ſee what 
theſe men did 05 to turn the world uplide 
down. ©; 4 
Sure ſomething very + ia a be . 
that ſo dreadfully overſet the maxims of the 
world. And you find the grand accuſation 
was, that * preached that Jeſus was the 
Chriſt, or the Anointed of God. And this the 


' people interpreted, was ſetting up another king 


in oppoſition. to Cæſar. And at Athens they 


were accuſed of being ſetters-· forth of ſtrange 
gods, becauſe they preached Jeſus and the reſur- 
rection; ſo that upon the whole, you plainly ſee 


that it was preaching Jeſus and the reſurrection, 
| : 5 | 6G 5 | Fhick 
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which was to the Jews a'flumbling-block, and to the 
Greeks foolifhneſs; and was indeed turnin 8 the 
world upſide down. 

Now, will any purblind Soctoian pretend (hy 
throwing duſt in people's eyes, and making them 
more blind than themſelves) to tell any body that 
"theſe: Jews and Greeks ſtumbled, and counted 
fool. ſhneſs the apoſtles preaching the moral pre. 
cepts of Chriſt? Sure if they do, their impu- 
dence has got a degree beyond that of the devil 
Himſelf, 

But let us fee what is meant by preaching 
Chriſt, And ſurely we are to underſtand by it 
the goſpel of Chriſt, even the glad tidings of what 
Chriſt is in all his offices, as prophety Prieſt, and 
king to us: his active and his paſſive obedience 
for us: his being made unto his people 20, Ker, 
rt righteouſneſs „ ſanctifecatien and redemption. N 

Now who that thus preaches Chriſt, even in 


this goſpel-day, will eſcape being called turners 


of the world upſide down? And what ſort of 
treatment ſuch people have met with in every 
age, necd not be told you; for every carnal un- 
regenerate creature, not only in this room, but 
over all the world, is ready to cry out, Away 
with ſuch monſters, they are not ht to live 


upon the earth; juſt as the people did with the 


perſon who firſt attempted to teach the doctrine 
of the Antipodes, whom the bigotted church 


of Rome actually put to death for faying there 
were 
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were people in the world who walked feet to feet; 
But, had thoſe bigots been now alive, they might 
eaſily have been better informed; for as thoſe 
people were ignorant of the earth's attraction 
to its centre; ſo it is for want of knowing the 
attractive power of the Spirit of God, that makes 
the poor dry formaliſts of every age call the 
preaching of the goſpel turning the world upſide 


down. | 


But how, ſay you, does it turn every thing 

. topſy-turvyy? Why, you know, as the world 
ſtands on the natural baſis upon which the ſin of 

Adam placed it, the natural principles of the 

world's religion are theſe, (for it ſignifies nothing 

how men ,are pleaſed to baptiſe themſelves 
people of all religions over the whole globe, are 
the ſame in their unregenerate ſtate) each indi- 


vidual is his own lawgiver, and propoſes to himſelf 


| ſome ſyſtem of either poſitive or negative duties 
of morality, by which he is to render himſelf 
acceptable to God. But the cream of the jeſt 
is this, there never was a man but what ſet 
himſelf a taſk in his ſedater hours, that he never 
could by any means perform. But what is he to 
do when he fails in what he calls his duty? 
Why then the next branch of his religion is his 
repentance, as he calls it, and he is to do better 
for the future. But ſtill there is an after-clap 
that threatens him for deficiency: Aud how is 


this to be warded off? 


2 


O, then it is, God is 


merciſul; 


! 
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' merciful; and, for the confideration of his many 
Fl good denks, God will overlook his ſrailties and 
paſſions, which ſometimes warp him A the 
ſtraight line of moral reQitude. _ 

Now, my friends, if I know any thi ing of 
kuman nature, the religion of all the unre. 
generate men in the world is red ucible to the 
abovementioned three articles, namely, to truſt to 
Duty, Repentance, and the Mercy of God: 
And the religion of Jeſus Chriſt is exactly cal. 
culated to turn this ſort of religion upſide. 
down. 

I ſhould have ſhewn how the emiching of 

the goſpel oppoſes each of theſe three branches 
of natural religion; but as the time is almoſt 
elapſed, ſhall reſerve it for a ſecond oration on 
this ſubject; and only conclude with telling 
you, not to be ſurpriſed that God ſhould order 
1 jt ſo, that wherever he intends to rear a ſtruc- 
\'F ture, firſt to pull down the old building. When 
be created the viſible world, it was but for him 
to ſay, Let there be light, and there was light. 
But in the work of the new creation, the world, 
the Rs and the devil, unanimouſly oppoſe 
| him; and therefore wherever he ſends his 
{1 aniter to do his work, their commiſſion runs 
I! | as did the prophet Jeremiah's ; ; © I have (ſays 
if « God. to the prophet) this day ſet thee over the 
1 ec nations, to root out, and to pull down, and 
(|| to deſtroy, and to ow. down; and after 
1 | 4 that 
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« that to build and to plant.” 1 if N is 


to be the work of the miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, 


(as it moſt certainly is) who then will dare to- 
ſay he has been commiſſioned of God to preach 
the goſpel, if the world has never yet taken 
ſo much knowledge of him, as to dignify him 
with the title of a turner of the world. upſide: 
down FE | 
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| OU 
ORATION XII. » 
Ju 
The that have turned the world upſide anon are come 100 
| hithgr alſo. Acts : xvii. 6. ten 
| god 


N the former oration on this ſubject, were firſt par 
deſcribed the characters of the men who are ſaid Trace 


to bring about this extraordinary event of turning his 
the world upſide down. And ſecondly, the condi- obe 


tion the world was in with regard to religion when 
this was done. And thirdly, the manner in which bis! 
this was effected; namely, by preaching the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, which is diametrically oppoſite to 
the world's principles; for the world's religion is 
reducible to three articles, Dur, e 
and the MERCY OF Gon. | | 
I told you the goſpel was calculated to over. 
turn every article of this ſort of religion; and 
therefore it was no wonder that the carnal Theſ- 
ſalonian Jews ſhould fay of the apoſtles, that theſe 
who had turned the world upſide down were come e thither 
alſo. | 
* now -I ſhall endeavorir t to ſhew Row it. is 
that the goſpel of Chriſt is calculated to turn each 
article of the world's religion upfide down, and 
we will begin with the firſt and moſt — 


\ 


—_— | 
ticle, namely, DuTry. Now by this we may fairly 
underſtand all moral, ſocial, and relative duties, 
both with regard to God, our neighbour, and 
ourſelves; and no wonder the people of every 
age ſhould talk of rendering themſelves acceptable 
to God hereby. No matter what god, w whether 

Jupiter, Apollo, Diana, or ony other. 

I fay, it is no wonder the world ſhould talk of 
 renderin g themſelves acceptable to their various 
gods by their own performances; becauſe our firſt 
parent, the great repreſentative of all the human 
race, had actually got the law of God written in 
his heart by the finger of God; and ſo long as he 
obeyed that law, he continued acceptable to God; 
but that being once broken, not only he, but all 
his poſterity loft the ability to obey it for the fu- 
ture z. as Paul faid, I find a law in my members. 
warring again/1 the law of my mind, and bringing mo 
into ſuljectian to the law of ſin and deatbz. | 

And this is the caſe of every ſon of Adam, 
There {till remains in the human heart many le- 
gible characters of the moral law; for as the 
apoſtle ſays, The Gentiles, which Kb not the moral 
law, are a law zento themſelves, and do by nature the 
things contained in the Jaw. Now there is not an 
unregenerate man' in the world but what thinks to 
render himſelf acceptable to God by his obedience 
to this natural law, which is written in his heart. 

But what do you think, if the goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt is nat exactly calculated to turn this firſt- 
article of the world's religion upſide down ? For 
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| here comes © purblind Socinian, or a ſtark blind 
Deiſt, and he tells you to exert your rational fa- 
culties; and if you act according to the dictates of 


your conſcience, and do no body any harm, and 


diſcharge your duty in the ſtate you are placſed in, 
vou have no rea on to fear being rewarded for fo do- 
ing. But upon the goſpel-plan, inſtead of the 
moral law, being the means of ſaving men from 
hell, as the world's religion teaches, (would any 
one think it?) it is the moral law that will con- 
demn men to hell, and is by the apoſtle called 
the miniſtration of condemnation; and was only pro- 


mulged becauſe of offences, that ſin might appear 


exceeding ſinful, that man might ſee himſelf in it 


as in a looking-glaſs. But what! was he to ſee 
himſelf ſaved by it? No; but loſt as the apoſtle 


Paul did; for, ſays he, The law found me, and flew | 


me; and, ſays he, I by the law am dead to the 
law: And as Dr. Watts obſerves c * Colidemn 
& js all the law can do.” 


And though it curſes all that are under it; for 


ſo ſays the apoſtle, as many as are under the 1 are 
under the curſe ; and he that keepeth the whole law (for 


ever ſo long) and then ae in ane e is kuh 


-of all. 

Yet how amazing to think of the Rtupidity of 
the world l that every individual ſhould be running 
to the law for falvation, when it is the very hand 
of death. For, ſays our Lord; I condemm you not. 
No, but you have one, even Moſes, in whom ye 
truſt, be it is that condemns ju. And has not 

3 | every 


en 
every perſon in the world a Moſes, or a law. in 
whom they truſt ; and by the breach of that very 
law they are condemned? | 
But what do you think ? How cunningly have 
e purblind Socinians in our days contrived to 
eſcape the ſword of vindictive juſtice ? ? For though 
they deny i in words the original depravity of hu- 


man nature, which is not, neither indeed . 
ſubject to the law of God; yet by experience they 
find they cannot keep ar they call the moral law: 


And yet, having no other Saviour but the law, they 
have contrived to compromiſe matters with God; 


and though they cannot perform a compleat and per- 


fect, yet they will bring him a ſincere obedience. 


Pray who ſaid Amen to that bargain ? Not God, 


Iam ſure. For, as under the law, the lame or 
deformed beaſt was an abomination in ſacrifice; 


ſo with regard to the moral law, there is no me- 


dium; either men muſt obey it entirely, or not 


at all be accepted of God. It is a contradic- 
tion in terms, to talk of ſincere, though imper- 


fect obedience; it is a term never tag of in 


divinity, till the days of Socinus, no more than 


that term which the Swedes have lately invented 


was cver before heard of in politics, namely, a 


relative war. But of all the inventions the devi 


ever contrived to lead men blindfold to hell by, 


ſure this ſincere, though imperfect obedience, is his 
maſter-piece; for ſo long as men are able to evade 


the condemning ſentence of the law, ſo long they 
alarm the Spirit of Hod of his ſword, Which con- 
Ss | vinces 
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vinces the ſoul of its loſt eſtate by nature; and ſo 
long they muſt be deſtitute of that faith which 


juſtifies the man from all things which he could 


not be — from by the law of Moſes, or of 
nature. 

But pray now let us a little examine what is 
meant by theſe Socinians ſincere, though imper- 


fect obedience: and upon caſting up of the ac- 


count, you will find it amounts to neither more 


nor leſs, than that each of them may do. whatever 


is right in his own eyes. For the nature of 
man is conſtitutionally this; every individual has 
not a natural tendency to the commiſſion of every 
ſin: No; but each has his conſtitutional maſter 


fin, what the ſcripture calls a right hand, or a 


right eye ſin; or that fin that moſt eaſily beſets 
him ; and comparatively ſpeaking, he bas no great 


temptation to any other. 


Now the Socinians feeling this, what do they 
do? Why, they baptiſe their conſtitutional ſin 
(be it luſt, covetouſneſs, uncleanneſs, envy, or 


any other of the black catalogue) as their natural 


failing; but, indeed, as to other matters they are 


ſincere, and willingly obey God's law; and as he 
is merciful, ſure he will not condemn them for that 
which is ſo natural to them. This is their ſincere, 
though imperfect obedien ce; but if they were as 


naturally tempted to the commiſſion of every other 
ſin as to any particular one, they would as naturally 


commit them. And ſure, did but the Socinians 


conſider that a man is as equal ly liable to condem- 
nation 
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nation for one ſin, as for another, they would be 
aſhamed to talk of their fi ncere obedience, if they 


failed in any one point; and that they do fail, 
their own. conſcience muſt REFS. unleſs. It. 


be ſeared with a hot iron. 
But, however, this ſort of religion i is not pecu- 


| lar to the Socinians 3, it is that vile vine which has 
| flouriſhed in natute's garden ever ſince tlie fall of 


Adam all over the globe. But before ever the 


| enlivening beams of the Sun of righteouſneſs can 
he of any comfort to the ſoul of man, that man (if 


he was the moſt moral man in the world) muſt 


have his Babel righteouſneſs tumbled about his 


ears, and it's very foundation raſed out of the 


deep ſand in which it was laid before the goſpel can 
comfort, him: For the goſpel is nothing but a free 
proclamation of pardon to loſt condemned ſinners, 


whom the law of God has arreſted, and the Spirit 


of God has fixed ſuch a ſenſe of guilt upon the 
conſcience, that inſtead of a man's hoping to be 


ſaved for his own performances, he is forced to 
cry out, What muſt I ds to be ſaved? 


Now do you not think this is a dreadful turning 


of the world upſide down? For the world calls 


a good moral honeſt man, who concerning the 


law, like the apoſtle Paul, was blameleſs ; and, 
as he ſays, never did any body any harm in his. 


life; for ſuch an one to have an overflowing de- 
luge of the Spirit of God overwhelming his con- 
ſcience, and convincing him that all his own 


righteouſneſs is as filthy rags, and that there is no 
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law that can 1 give life: Nay fo far from i it, that 
whoſoever i is under any law, is under the curſe, . 

Now ſhould the Spirit of God, by the preaching 
of the goſpel, ſound: ſuch an alarm in any of your 
ſtupid unawakened ſouls, you would be forced, 
nay, glad to own what a turning upſide down you 
have "ound"; juſt ſuch a turning had the three 
thouſand, wo were pricked to the heart at the 
nh goſpel-ſermon on the day of pentecoſt. 

© So much then for mens duty, by which they 
think to render themſelves acceptable to God; 
which notion the goſpel is exactly calculated A 
overturn, and pluck up by the very roots. And 
this grand idol of man's righteouſneſs, which the 
zpoſtles every where endeavoured to overturn, 
was ſo univerſally adored, that no wonder they 
Who preached up the righteouſneſs of Chriſt and 
juſtification by that alone, in oppoſition to man's 

righteouſneſs, were called turners of the world up- 
ſide down. f | 

Now, the next branch of the world's s religion, 
which the goſpel i is calculated to overturn, is what 
they call REPENTANCE. When they have done 
contrary to their duty, O dear, how ſorry they 
ſeem for it, and ſay we will do ſo no more. But 1 
wiſh, when they ſay they will do ſo no more, they 
would put in what a good woman uſed to make 

her children ſay when ſhe corrected them for do- 
ing wrong; that is, till next time. For ſure; my 

friend, whoever chou: art mat promiſes God to do 
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ſo no more, one Would think PERL hadſt not bs | 


one day an inhabitant of that body of thine, Haſt 
thou got no right hand or right eye ſin, that 


moſt eaſily beſets thee? Why, I will not wait 


for an anſwer; I tell thee thou haſt, and thou 


mighteſt as well tell God thou wouldeſt ſtop the 


tide at London-Bridge, as ſay thou wilt do ſo no 
more. I tell thee thou wilt go on ſinning and re- 


penting till doom' 8-day in the afternoon, if thou 


ſnouldeſt live ſo long, unleſs the Spirit of God re- 
generates thee; and: even after thou art regenera- 
ted, thou will find more than ever a law in thy 
members warring againſt the law of thy mind ; and 
that when thou ent of 20 good, evil 15 reſent with 
thee. 


But pray now, admitting you could repent, : 


and do ſono more, this is not an evangelical but 
legal repentance ; ſuch a repentance as this Judas 
had: but for all that he hanged himſelf. But 


that repentance which is unto life, is not of a 


man's own working, but is wrought by the Spirit 


of Chriſt in the ſou] of man; for Chriſt is exalted | 
5 


to be a prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and re- 
miſ}ion of ſins. _ f 


And pray now, where did you gather, that re- 


pentance, and doing ſo no more, did procure par- 


don for any offence? Examine the laws of any 


country under heaven, and ſee if you can find a 
law that pardons a breach of it: becauſe a man is 
ſorry for what he has done. No, juſtice demands 
that the puniſhment annexed to the crime be in- 


flicted ; | 
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flicted; and the goſpel of Chriſt turns this ſort of 
repentance upſide down; for no where upon the 
goipel-plan is pardon of ſin merited by repen- 
tance; for, ſays the apoſtle, who turned the 
world upſide down, Be it known unto you, that 
through this man is preached unto you remiſſion of ſins, 
What ! becauſe of your repentance? No; but by 
him all that believe are juſtified from all things, from 
which they could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes. 


But, the moſt that ever a legal repentance | 
(which a man may act) can do, is to remove 


temporal puniſhment. Seeft thou how Ahab hum- 
bleth himſelf 2 Becauſe he bumbleth himſelf, I will not 


bring the evil in his days, but in his ſon's days, ſaith. 


the Lord to the prophet. Such repentance as 


leads men to patch up the breaches of a broken 


law by future obedience, - can no more, upon the 
goſpel-plan, acquit a man for former guilt, than 
my paying a tradeſman for what I buy of him at 
preſent, can clear me from what I . be in- 
debted to him years ago. 


But in the goſpel, the blood of Chriſt ; is 2 in 


direct oppoſition to man's repentance and amend- 


ment, and is alone the procuring cauſe of the re- 
miſſion of ſins. So that the goſpel turns this ſe- 
cond branch of the world's religion likewiſe up- 
ſide-doun with a witneſs. 
And nov for the laſt article of the N s re- 
ligion. When every thing elſe fails them, when 
conſcience will not longer be rocked to ſleep in 
the devil's cradle. of ſtupid ſecurity, i What! 


Why, 


[135 3 
Why, THE MERCY. oF Gon, which i is the un- 
awakened ſinner's laſt ſhift, and is the laſt refuge 
he has recourſe to; but even then ſelf-righteeuſ- 
neſs follows the guilty ſoul to the mercy- ſeat it- 
ſelf. For what do you think is the world's plea 


for mercy? Why, truly, they will own themſelves 


guilty of many failings and infirmities, but they 
are not ſo bad as their neighbour ſuch an one, 
who did this or the other notorious wickedneſs, : 
and for that reaſon they hope God will have mercy 
upon them, 

| Now if ye doubt the truth of this, you need 
only give yourſelves the trouble to make the ex- 
periment as I have done; and Ido declare I never 
met with one in my life, let him be the moſt 
abandoned wretch in a whole pariſh or town, but 
bolſters himſelf up with hoping he is a we ” 
Gud's mercy for the above reaſon. 3 

Not but it muſt be owned, that mercy is God's 
darling attribute, and his mercies are over all his 
works ; but mercy in the abſtract is very far from 


being an attribute of God, for he never magnifies 


one attribute to the deſtruction of another. Juſ- 
tice is as much an attribute of God as mercy is; 


for God is not only ſaid to be merciful, in forgiv- 


ing fins, but faithful and juſt too, as the apoſtle 
beautifully expreſſes it. And the plan of falva- 
tion by the blood of Chriſt, ſecures all the attri- 
butes of God; for in him MERCY AND TRUTH 
MEET TOGETHER ; RIGHTEOUSNESS AND PEACE 
K1SS EACH OTHER ; and therefore Chriſt is called 
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by the apoſtle, as well as by David himſelf, Te 
ſure mercies of David. For he is the channel 
through which pardon flows down to man, in 
conſideration of his giving himſelf a ranſom for many : 
Chriſt being made ſin for us tobe knew no fin, that 
we might be made the righteouſneſs of Ged in bim. 
And he having born our fins in his own body on 
the croſs, having had the iniquity of all his peo- 


ple laid on him, he can demand, and does de- 


mand, that all whom he has purchaſed with his 


blood be given to him as the travail of his ſoul. So 


that, though it 1s an act of the greateſt mercy in 
Chriſt thus to purchaſe his church with his blood, 
yet with regard to God himſelf it cannot be ſaid 
to be an act of mercy merely, becauſe his juſtice 
and his faithfulneſs are as much magnified in | the 
pardoning of fin, as his mercy is. 
Thus the goſpel of Chriſt quite overſets this 4 
ſtracted notion, which the world has of the mercy 
of God. For without blood there never was, nor 
never will be, any pardon of ſin; and it is the 


blood of Chriſt which is ; faid to cleanſe from all 


ſin. Therefore, this being the caſe, no wonder 

the Theſſalonians called the apoſtles the turners - 
of the world upſide down. And fo long as the. 
world endures will this aſſertion of Chriſt be true, 


that HE is 0 the Fews a ſtumbling- Bloc, and io the 
Greeks Hooliſpneſß. And why? Becauſe theſe three 
articles of the world's religion, namely Duty, Re- 


pentance, and the Mercy of God, which every un- 
— perſon in the world truſts to, and ex- 
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pects to be ſaved for, are entirely overturned by 
the goſpel. 


For as the Iſraelites of od ane unto * b | 


zen ſerpent in the wilderneſs, and were healed of 


the deadly bites of the fiery ſerpents; /o (ſays the 
great Redeemer) muſt the ſon of man be lifted up, 


that whofoever looks unto him with the eye of faith 
ſhall be healed of that bite with which the old 


ſerpent, the devil, has ee all the ſons of 


Adam. | 
Thus, my 8 you ſee how contraty. to 


the maxims of the world is the preaching falvation 


through faith in a Redeemer : And hence we may 
learn why it is that the preaching of the goſpel 
has been ſo univerſally oppoſed in every age. And 
no wonder they who preach the goſpel of Chriſt, 


and they who live according to the doctrines 


of the goſpel are dubbed, by the world's 
ſaints, turners of the world upſide drwn, ſince their 


principles are fo diametrically oppoſite to each 
other; and they who have made any proficiency _ 


in the ſchool of Chriſt, will by no means won- 


der why the world hates them, becauſe they muſt 


know they are at open war with the world, and 


are of that ſect, which was from the beginning, 
now is, and ever will be, every where ſpoten againſt, 
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ORATION XIII. 
The name of one Was Pelg. Gen. 1.4 go” © 


W HAT a glorious encomium is given of 
the word of God by the ſweet finger of 


Iſrael, the royal prophet David: When in ad- 

drefling his great Creator, he ſays, Thy word is a 

lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path, By which 

expreſſion, the royal pſalmiſt ſuppoſes himſelf, as 

| hardly put to it to know and perform the duties 

which were incumbent upon him without the light N 

. of God's word, as a benighted traveller would be 

1 perplexed to find his way, through a gel de- 

| fart, in a gloomy night, 

| But, methinks, I hear a nibbling Deiſt, or a 

Socinian rationaliſt ſay, if we did not know your 

compariſon was falſe, we ſhould. think this David 

| was a poor weak-headed enthuſiaſt, that could. 
not know and perform what God required of 

him by the light of reaſon, and the due exerciſe 

of his intellectual faculties. But (my friends) how- 

ever enlarged your great capacities may be, this 

great man of God was not aſhamed, (though a 
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king, and a brave one too) to deſcend a ſtep Jow- 

er ll, and ingenuouſly own, even after he had 

the word of God in his hand, that, he had no 

power of himſelf rightly to underſtand it. For, 

| fays he, Open thou mine eyes, O Lord! that I may 
behold the wondrous things contained in thy law. 

Now would not you deiſtical and ſocinian gen- 
try think any one (that was not naturally blind) 
quite beſide himſelf, to talk at this rate in our po- 
lite age ? for your exalted reaſon can comprehend 
at firſt bluſh, every thing that is written in the 
word of God. And, indeed, you can ſee nothing 
in it, but what the dictates of natural reaſon ſug- 
geſt, For how (ſay you) can God, conſiſtent 
with his perfections, give a revelation to the 
world that is not comprehenſible by every body? 
And that it is not comprehenſible by every body 
is a ſelf-evident truth. But, as it would be the 
greateſt abſurdity to ſay the fault was in the ſun, 
becauſe a blind man cannot diſeover the light of 
it; ſo it would be no leſs abſurd for to ſay the 
word of God is in itſelf incomprehenſible, be- 
cauſe every body cannot comprehend it. But the 
apoſtle Paul decides this point at once; ſays he, 

the natural man diſcerneth not the things of Ged, and 
for this plain reaſon, becauſe they are ſpiritually dif- 


cerned; (0 that if the apoſtle's argument is to be 


credited, and our Lord's aſſertion to be believed, 
the Spirit muſt take of the things of Chriſt, and - 
ſhew them unto us. For no man can ſay that Je- 
tus is the Lord, but by the 2 Ghoſt; and if ſo, 
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bet a ee mint Þ chock be f in who deny Py b 
power of the Holy Ghoſt, and-idolize their on , 
reaſon, which uſurps the throne Ger 552 © 8 
But, as the ſacred ſeriptures are fuffcient; by P 
the application of the Spirit of God, to make men i 
wiſe unto ſelvation; ſo with regard to hiſtorical i 8 
facts, and all ſorts of uſeful knowledge, no au- ( 
thors teach like them; more knowledge is often- 5 " 
times conveyed by hives in one word, "than fome : ” 
authors convey in a whole folio. . ABD = 

| I remember to have had two queſtions put to : 
me at a time by a deiſt, which he thought unan- WW 
ſwere ble, in order to invalidate the ſcriptures. 0 
Says he, You ſay the whole world was peopled bß © 
one man ind one woman; pray, how comes it * 
that there have been people found upon iflands ſc 
where no ſhip had ever been before? And how | 
comes it, that ſome people were black and ſome fr 
white, if they were all of one complexion at firſt? | th 
It's plain, ſaid he, God created numbers of peo- i = 
ple at once, and placed them in different coun» | 
tries and iſlands all over the world. Soda vi” i A 
Now you ſee by theſe queſtions the 1 very od 1 fo 
dation of divine revelation is ſtruck/at. And, it Ac 
muſt be owned, they are enough to ſtumble a i ” 
perſon of a bad heart and weak judgment. And th 
ſuch ſtumbling- blocks as theſe thrown in the way Ve 
of one who has imbibed deiſtical principles, and Vi 
of cobſequence is running down hill in the road. th 
of wickedneſs, are enough to make him-ten-fold: - R 


more a Child of hell than he was before. But _ 


© 
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jeſt a any one wa ſhould have unthinkingly im 


bibed this doctrine, which is the firſt leſſon in . 
ſchool. of deiſm, we will endeavour (by the help 


of one word gathered from ſcripture) to expel the 


poiſon, if you are not too much infected. And 
if we can by the help of this Peleg unlock the 


mighty ſeeret, namely, how countries and iſlands. 
(that when firſt diſcovered had till then no inter- 5 


courſe with other parts of the world) came to be 
inhabited, ſuch an- _— _ not * unworthy | 
our ſearch. | 

Though, if we will uke wy friend's After, 


ve may ſpare ourſelves the trouble. But let it be” 

obſerved that there were no perſons in all the an- 
tediluvian, patriarchal and prophetic ages, but, 
who gave names to their children, either from 
ſome. particular circumſtance that happened =: 
their birth, or from ſome expectation they had 5 


from them; and this cuſtom was introduced by 


the great God himſelf, Who called the firſt-made 
man Adam. Why? Becauſe he made him ouʒt 
of the duſt of the earth, as that name denotes. Py 

And when Eve had brought forth her firſt-born 
ſon, ſhe called his name Cain, which. ſignifies a. 


acquiſition; for, ſays ſhe, I hade gotten a man from 


the Lord, or rather a man, the Lord; and from | 
this time, the cuſtom became general. Hence 


you find Abraham called his ſon's name Iſaac: 
Why?. Becauſe he and Sarah laughed when told 


they ſhould have a ſon in their old age. So when 


* bors | her ' ſerond _ = was called Be- 
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| Apia: why? Becauſe his mother died -in labour 
with him, for the name denotes the ſon of ſorrow, + 
And now with regard to this Peleg, we are told 
his father Eber had two ſons, and the name of the 
one was Peleg ; why? Becauſe in his days the earth 
was divided. But how ſay you? By confi idering 
the meaning of this name, it will tell; you, that 
it was not by by fixing land- marks to every per- 
ſon's poſſeſſions: No; though the word has fince 
been uſed for diviſions of any kind, as alluding to 
the earth's diviſion in the days of Peleg, Though 
it will be hard to prove to the contrary, but that 
the whole earth had been one entire continent ſur- [ 
rounded by the ocean, from the time that the 
flood left it, till about the birth of Peleg, when 1 
the face of the enen ſuſfered ſome nene r 
change. 2 ti 
For his name not andy ſignifies (as I ben b 

the channels of rivers which divide one country i 
from another, or narrow ſeas between two lands, 
ſuch as St. George's channel; but the channels 
which contain the waters of thoſe ſeas, which di- 
vide the earth in different parts: For inftance, 
that huge chaſm which contains the waters of the 
great Mediterranean Sea, as alſo the Arabian 
Gulf, and many other ſeas which do not appear ori- 
ginally to have been co-eval with the immenſe 
ocean with which the earth was ſurrounded. 
And, it is not at all improbable but 'thoſe great 
chaſms which contain the waters of ſo many ſeas, 
; which divide the earth in different parts were made 
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waters of the circumambient occean. - 


Though it is no where to be proved, what coun- 
tries were thus divided from each other when Pe- _ 
leg was born, yet that ſome, great and conſider- 


able diviſions then happened is plain; becauſe it 
is ſaid in his days, or at his birth, tbe earth was 


divided. Now I am apt to think the Mediterranean 
Sea was by Moſes more immediately meant than 


any other other; for thy very name and ſituation 


of this ſea, would naturally lead us to think, it 
aroſe from ſome. terrible confuſion of the earth 
which ſunk down for ſuch prodigious length di- 


rectly from Eaſt to Weſt, and the mouth or en- 
trance of this cavity extending to the ocean, and 


being lower than it, the nel ghbouring waters 
immediately flowed in, and even now ſet in with 
a perpetual current; and as what we call the 
Straits. of Gibraltar was the ne plus ultra of the 
ancients, ſo. this ſea, from its very ſituation, 
might well be called the fea in the midſt of the” 
earth, being of ſo great a length, and N 
what they thought the midſt of the earth... 
But leſt ſome ſhould ſay, this is all but meer 
fanc oy, without the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon to prove 
it; I would beg leave to obſerve, that though the 
origin of this fea cannot be proved from hiſtory, 
yet that the greateſt part of the earth did originally 


aus, before a ** gde and inunda- 
tions, 
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by earthquakes, 1 tore re up, * cavities of the N 
| wy and left huge (and in many places) un- 
fathomable depths, which are filled up v with tie 
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1441 
tions, is very evident from hiſtory. For that ltaly 
and Sicily did once join, many authors nn 
teſtify; and moſt geographers agree that the 


Straits between Ceylon and India, between 


Greece and Eubcea, the Straits likewiſe of Ma. 
gellan, Manilha, and at the Sound, 'were all 


- occaſioned (through different periods) by the 
breaking in of the ſea, And whoever views Dover 
cliffs, and thoſe on the oppoſite French coaſt, can- 


not but difcover ſuch a likeneſs between them, 


as will lead him to think France and England 

once were joined, and that a diviſion muſt have 
been made, either by earthquakes or inundations. 
Now that you may not think me extravagant, 


with regard to the earth's being divided, there is 


now extant, a dialogue of Plato's, called 'Timeus, 


| wherein we are told, that when Solon, the great 


Athenian lawgiver, went into Egypt about ſix 
hundred years before Chriſt, an account was given 
him by one of the Egyptian prieſts, that the im- 
menſe ocean between Europe and America was an 
Hland larger than both Aſia and Africa; but by 


earthquakes and inundations in one day and a 
nizht, all ſunk and became what it now is, the 


vaſt Atlantic Ocean. 
| Now it will be in vain for us to o cry out 8 


the extravagance of this opinion, unleſs we could 
Aiſprove it; that it was poſſible we cannot deny, 


becauſe we know the whole earth originally aroſe 
out of the water, and has once ſince that time been 
laid under water: And as Egypt was the mother 
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.of al polite learning, and from whence. all eder 


nations borrowed their knowledge, we cannot 
but think all the memorable events that happened 


Within the ſphere of their knowledge were re- 
corded there. As Moſes himſelf received his'edu- 
cation amongſt the Egyptians, and as he gives us 
a hint of ſome ſuch event happening at the birth 


of Peleg: Why may we not think that the Egyp- 
tians had this event at large in their records, both 
with regard to the Mediterranean and Atlantic? 


for, dy Moſes's paſſing over it in ſo light a man- 


ner, it ſhould ſeem the people, for whoſe immediate 


uſe he wrote, were no ſtrangers to this event; if 


they were, this brevity ! is to de ſuppoſed i in 
an hiſtorian of his note. 

But even Varenius is of opinion that New 
France, New England, and Canada, might of old 
join to Ireland ; and pray why might he not have 


added that Ireland did once join to Britain? And 


as it appears highly reaſonable to think that Aſia, 
Africa, Europe and America, were once one en- 
tire continent; where lies the difficulty in peo—- 
pling the whole world from the offspring of Adam 


and Eve? And that ſome very extraordinary divi-„ 
| ſions were made of one country from another by * © 


water, when Peieg was born, is quite clear; for it 


is not ſaid one country was divided from another, 
but the earth, as if ſome very great diviſions were 


then made; and as if this memorable event was 


never to be forgotten, this very word Peleg is re- 


tained by the Greeks and Romans in their re- 
. „C 


o 


. ſouth land, only the Azores or Flanderian iſles 


5 46 
ſpective dialects, namely, Hayes in the Greek, 


and Pelagus in the Latin, and fignifies not the 
great ocean, but the ſea, as dividing one country 


from another, or iſlands from the continents or 


main land. Hence thoſe VS who inhabited 


the ſea coaſts or iſlands were, called by Homer Pe- 


| laſgi, which ſignifies that they were a people di- 


vided from each other wy the intervention of the 


ſea. 
But the objector ſeems quite ſure of triumphing 


over the Moſaic hiſtory of the creation, becauſe 


he is confident that people have been found on 


iſlands that could never be brought thither by 
ſhips. Now ſuppoſe we allow this; yet he muſt 


not be a little grappled when we defy him or any 


one elſe to prove that people were found on any 
iſland ; that it cannot be more clearly proved that 
that iſland was at ſome time ſeparated from the 


continent, and people upon it when that ſepara- 
tion happened. For where are moſt of the iſlands 


in the world found? Scarce any in the im- 


menſe ocean, but on the ſhores of the ocean or 


great continent. 
There is ſcarce one between Africa Brazil, 


except St. Helen and the Ifle. of Aſcenſion ; the 


iſlands in the Fgean ſea, between Europe and 
Afia, are all in a cluſter ; the Heſperides are near 
Africa ; the Meldives, of which it is ſaid there are 
above eleven thouſand, are all near India; nay, 
and all the Indian iſlands lie between Aſia and the 
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the earth, it muſt leave another part dry, which 


131 
ſeem to be in the middle of the ocean, between 
America and the old world. Bn 

And that iſlands are found moſtly near the con- 


"i has and that it coal not cover r all, was by 
reaſon of their height. Now as thoſe cuttings- -off, 
or ſeparations of iſlands from the main land have 
happened at different periods, (though, I believe, 
the firſt grand diviſion that happened, or at leaſt 
was taken notice of, was when Peleg was born) 


= may we not therefore reaſonably conclude that the 


people who were originally found on any iſland, 
muſt have been upon that ſpot when the ſeparation _ 
happened, and there continued till found by ſailors? 
But they having no notion of tranſmitting hiſto- 
_ rical facts to poſterity, were moſt of them as ig- 


norant of their origin as our forefathers were, who 


inhabited this iſland. Only the Greeks (as men- 
tioned above) ſeem by the name given to the 
illanders upon their coaſts, to keep up a remem- 


| brance of their diviſion from each nn by the V3 


breaking-in of the ſea. 
J am not inſenſible that iſlands are made by 
other means, than by being cut off from conti- 


_ nents, namely, by ſand- banks gathering in parti- 


calar places of the ſea, likewiſe by the ſea retire- 
ing ; and as there are both hills and dales, mountains - 
and valleys in the bottom of the ſea, ſo conſe- 
quently when it makes a breach into one part of 
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may . time become a habitable iſland. And there 
is another way by which iſlands are ſometimes 
formed; and that is, by the earth being ſuddenly 
carried from the bottom of the ſea to the ſurface. 
For there may be in the bottom of the ſea porous, 


ſpongey, hollow, ſulphurous earth of leſs or equal 


weight with the water, which being broke off, an 


iſland may ariſe and ſuddenly appear. 

Some of the ancients thought the floating iſſe of 
Delos came up this way: Nay, Seneca tells us, 
that the iſland I heraſia, in the Ægean ſea, ac- 
tually did come up this way, and that the ſeamen 


ſaw it ariſe. And iſlands that thus ariſe float about 


till they meet with ſand-banks and ſettle there, 


| And Seneca likewiſe tells us that he ſaw in the 


lake Cutilia, an iſland that floated with trees and 
herbs upon it, and that it was never found a day 


and a night in one place. And Boethius, a writer 


upon which cattle uſed to feed. 


of the Scotch hiſtory, tells us, that' in a large 
lough, called Lomond in Scotland, there was an 
iſland that floated, and was driven with the wind, 


But upon the whole, however ſtrange it may 


. ſeem to us in theſe dregs of time, nk different 
countries and iſlands eame at firſt to be inhabitæd; 


* 


yet if we can credit the various authors WhO have 


wrote upon the many and wonderful changes the 
terraqueous globe has undergone ſince the flood; 


our ſurprize at the whole earth being peopled by 


the deſcendants of Adam mult neceſſarily vaniſu. 
But 


LY 


ere 


But how comes it, ſays the Gee that there 
are people of ſuch different colours to be found in 
different parts of the world, if they were-all of one 
colour at firſt? Now it muſt be owned that many 


opinions have been given upon this ſubject. Some 
anãtomiſts have told us that your woolley-headed - 


blacks are different in the make of their bodies 
from white people, and eſpecially in the ſcarf-ſkin. 


Some are ſo unthinking as to ſay, the mark that was 


ſet upon Cain was, that he became a black-moor; 
but as the people who ſay ſo ſeem to believe di- 
vine revelation, my ought to be reminded that 
all the offspring of Cain periſhed | in the flood ; ſo 
that the blacks cannot be his deſcendents, 5 
poſing he was black. But if they were to ſay that 


Canaan, the ſon of Noah, had been the firſt black, 


it would have been ſomewhat more probable, be- 
cauſe he was curſed by his father to be a ſervant 


of ſervants to his brethren. And, fay ſome, the. 


very nature of blacks is ſuch, that they ſeem or- 


dained for nothing but to be ſlaves. This appears 
to be the ſentiments of the author of the play of 


Oroonoko, when he puts it into the mouth of that 
rd to ſay—1 muſt blu | 


& Quite thro' this veil of night a whitely ſhame, 4 
« To think I could deſign to make thoſe free, 
« Who were by nature flaves : wretches deſign'd, 
“ To be their maſters dogs, and lick their feet.“ 


_- 


H3 | | But 


4 % vw” * ME SS 4 
0 3 5 £ 
q b 021 3 — 5 1 N : F 
* — br. * * . 8 
g 9 * N r 1 
4 5 4 I 1 _ 
; | 7 8 2 2 5 - 
; 49 | | Is | ; | f 
. 8 - 
{ 
Y 0 


0 „„ T.- 


made a black by his father's curſe; becauſe his 


land. And there is no reaſon to think the Canaa- 
nites were black. But Ovid gives us a ſtrange 
account how it was the Ethiopians became black; 


ton drove the chariot of the ſun, and ſet the world 


and Ethiopia. But that the heat of the ſun does 
were we to travel, beginning at the fartheſt 
bounds of the frozen north, till we reached be- 
neath the torrid zone, we ſhould find the com- 
till we come beneath the line. 


occaſion the difference of colour in the ſkin. And 


would they not in a few ages become. black ? 


alſo upon the very temper and diſpoſition of the 
mind. Nay, I have heard-that the very ſmell of 


# 


* Canaan, the ſon of Noah, al not be 


deſcendents inhabited that goodly land called by 
his name, which was afterwards the promiſed 


- and that was by that exceſſive heat, when Phae- 
on fire. But I ſuppoſe he founded this ſtory upon 
what is ſaid by Ariſtotle and Lucian concerning 3 


a dreadful burning which once happened in Italy 


occaſion a black colour in the ſkin is plain; ſor 


plexions of the people grow darker and darker, | 
So that it is plain the difference of countries. 
if white people were to ſettle under the line, - 
and if black people were to ſettle in cold coun- 
tries, would they not in a few ages become white ?. 


Beſides, the very food in different countries has a 
wonderful effect upon the colour of the ſkin, and 


the 


>. 


the American worlds will turn tame cattle 4. 
hogs quite. wild and furious; and. has likewiſe a 
native tendency to render ſavage and cruel the 

people who inhabit A | 

But we need not go out of our own illand for 
a proof of this; for the inhabitants of almoſt every _ 
county differ in the diſpoſition of their minds, 
and many of them in the very conſtruction of 
their bodies. For how natural is it for a Welſn- 
man to be hot and fiery?” a Scotchman to be 
proud and .imperious, and to boaſt his great 
deſcent and noble pedigree? and almoſt every 
county in England bas ſomething good or bad 
peculiar to its natives. Shakeſpear has long ſince 
fixed a very deteltable epithet to the inhabitants 
of Cornwall: And Camden (I think it is) has 
given an epithet quite the reverſe to the na- 
tives of Bedfordſhire. And ſome have obſerved 
that a hoggiſh ſelfiſhneſs is p=culiarly remarkable 
in the natives of the fens in Lincolnſhire and the 
iſle of Ely. And others have obſerved how rude 
and ignorant the illiterate inhabitants of wild un- 
conquered Kent are. | 

And as ſome counties produce ſmall and ſome 
large cattle, ſo ſome produce tall, firong, and 
healthy people, and others ſmall, weak, and fee- 
ble; fo that ſince we find ſuch difference among 
the people in our own iſland, why need we won- 
der if we find people of different complexions and 
diſpoſitions in different climates ? Eſpecially as 
we know that all this may be, and is occationed 7 
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by the nature of the country in which they 

dell. | 

And that man muſt have made but little obſer- 

vation 'of the world around him, who can no 
other way account for the various ſorts of people 
in the world, but by concluding that the great 
God muſt have made many ſorts at firſt, and ſcat- 
tered them all over the globe. But by theſe few 
imperfect hints you ſee we can, at leaſt to our 
own ſatisfaction, ſhew that the different com- 
plexions of men will diſprove none of them to be 
deſcendents of the firſt Adam. And would to 

God every one here did but know himſelf. as 
. nearly related to the ſecond Adam, 
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ment, both the fiſh of the ſea, the fowl of the air, 


every herb bearing ſeed, which is upon the face of 
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Thorns als and thillles ſhall it bring forth. to 
thee. 


HIS terraqueous globe, with all its animal 
and vegetable productions, was ſpoke into 
being by the great Creator of the univerſe, for 
no other reaſon but to accommodate his favourite 
creature man; under whoſe dominion and govern- 


and every living thing that moveth upon the earth, 
were to be ſubject. And to man allo was given 


all the earth Kr every tree in, the which is the 
fruit of a tree yielding ſeed, to be for meat. Now 

when we conſider that man, as he came out of the 
hand of his great Creator, was found inveſted with fo 

great power, and accommodated with all that profu- 
fion of plenty, which the new-madeearth produced, | 
and that all this, even in the judgment of the all- 
wiſe God himſelf, was not only good, but very 
good: Would any one, after this, have ever ima- 


H 5 |  gined, 


"Fr 


60 54 1˙ | 
gined, but that all the productions of the earth | 
would have been ſpontaneous, without the leaſt 
labour or toil from man? That this was the 
happy condition of the firſt parent of mankind, 
can hardly be denied. And that the great God 
was as able to continue the ſame to his lateſt poſteri- 
ty, can never be doubted ; for why might not the 
great God as eaſily have cauſed the earth, without 
the leaſt labour of man, to have continued in its 
original fertility, as that it ſhould now ſtand in- 
need of the greateſt labour and toil, before it will 
produce even the neceſſaries of life? Whereas 
thorns and thiſtles, and all forts of noxious weeds, 
can'now hardly be ſuppreſſed from ſpontaneouſly 
ſpringing up, and overſpreading the face of the 
earth; when the greateſt part of all vegetable 
productions muſt be planted, ſown, pruned and 
weeded, and carefully guarded from all the extremes 
of heat and cold, of wind and rain, of ſtorms and 
tempeſts, in order to partake of the fruits thereof. 
But thorns and thiſtles, briers and brambles, are 
continually ſpringing up, whether men will or 
not, and always remain unhurt, amidſt all the 
rigor of the various ſeaſons. Now we are not to 
imagine ; theſe noxious weeds originally interfered 
with the more uſeful productions of the earth ; 

but were e ſent by God himſelf for the e met 
of man upon bis fall; the greateſt part of whoſe 
labour ſhould conſiſt in clearing the earth from 
their intruſion and incumbrance. For in the fweat 
7 thy = (fays the great _— ſhalt thou eat 0 
14 


1 


\ 


vl thou return unto the ground. And left man in 
his degenerate, fallen ſtate ſhould forget both who. 
and what he was, he is given to underſtand, he 
was not only originally taken out of the ground, 

and though ſo curiouſly formed by his great Crea- 
tor's plaſtic hand, yet {till the matter of which he 
was formed was not changed. And O what a blow 
is here given by the great God to humble the 
pride of man; for duſi thou art, and what is more 
dehaſing and humbling, unto duſt thou ſbalt return. 

So that after a little animated duſt has ſtrutted 
about i in borrowed plumes for a few days, it muſt 


return to its original maſs, out of which it was 
taken; and perhaps adminiſter nutriment and 
| moiſture to produce thorns and thiſtles, and every 


noxious weed, which help to conſtitute. the 
curſe of the caith. ; 

And indeed whoever makes the cb 
cannot help obſerving, that thoſe grounds where 
human bodies are depoſited, for the moſt part 
abound more with all ſorts of weeds than moſt 


other places do. But are we to ſtop here, or did 


God ſtop here, when he ſaid to on guilty 
man, Curſed be the ground for thy fake © No; if that 


vas all, the puniſhment of eating his breads in the 


ſweat of his face, would have been but an eaſy 
. puniſhment indeed. But alas ! the curſe went 
deeper ſtill ; the corporeal part of man being alſo 
earth muſt bear a part of the general curſe and 
production; ; and thoſe briers and thorns, and all 
ſorts of nauſeous weeds, which 4be ground ſpon- 
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taneouſly produces, are but emblems and ſhadows 
of thoſe more grieving and offenſive thorns and 


thiſtles, which ſo very naturally ſpring up, and 


overſpread the mind of man. Inſomuch that even 


the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, who ſeems to 


have as deep an inſight into human nature as any 
man; even he could not help crying out, In me, 
(that is, in my fleſh) dwelleth no good thing. And thrice 


he invoked the great God for a removal of a thornin 
his fleſh, the meſſenger of Satan ſent to buffet him. 


Neither was this caſe peculiar to the apoſtle. Paul, 
for every ſon of Adam has more or leſs got the 
garden of his corrupt heart overſpread with theſe 


thorns and thiſtles. There never was one ex- 
empted except tie man Chrift Jeſus, who was holy, 
harmleſs and und:filed, and ſeparate ſrom ſinners ; but 
as he came to be made ſin for his people, and 
to. become a curſe for us, he i in a literal ſenſe bore _ 


the curſe of the earth; for though he had no 
thorns and thiſtles wichin, yet he' was goaded and 
ſtung by them on all ſides. And his enemies were 
reſolved he ſhould bear the torture of them with- 


out, and therefore they crowned him with the + 
curſe of the earth, even with a CROWN OF 


THORNS. 
But I ſuppoſe that thoſs who deny the de- 


pravity of human nature, will hardly pretend td 


ſay, that the earth is now in the ſame condition 
it was when firſt created; for ſure, if they do, 


they muſt reflect the greateſt diſhonour on the 
_ Almighty Maker, who when he had it in his 


power 


* 
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power to have produced it into being, naturally g 


8 

d adapted ſpontaneouſly to produce whatever was 

* neceſſary for the being or -well-being of man; 

1 whereas, in its preſent ſituation, the moſt bene | 
0 ful garden that the art of man can deſign and lay 

out, if left to itfelf for one month, will be all 
, over-grown with weeds of various kinds, and will 

e ſoon over-run and deftroy what art and induſtry 

* have been preparing for a long ſeaſon. And why 

. theſe offenſive weeds ſhould every where ſo much 

, abound, unleſs appointed as a puniſhment to man, 

= x” hardly to be imagined. : 

e Now both reaſon and ſeripture dechirss that 

—_ the earth is degenerated from what it originally 


was; and if ſo, can any one imagine that man, 
who alfo is earth, is not degenerated too? And 
that he is degenerated, every thing within him, and 
every thing without him, abundantly prove. That 
he is born io trouble as naturally as the ſparks fly upward, 
woful experience convinces us all. That inward 
_ paſſions of every kind alternately rage within him, 
and are as detrimental to his inward peace and 
quiet, as thorns and thiſtles are to the body that 
is. galled with them; no one can be ſo much a 
ſtranger to himſelf as not to feel. And can we 
have ſuck diſhonourable thoughts of God, as to 
imagine the maſter-piece of "the creation came 
thus diſordered out of his Maker's hand? God 
forbid ! When the great Creator of the univerſe, 
by his almighty fiat, ſpoke the world into being, 


for the firſt five days it was but for him to ſay, 
Let 
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man was made, even from the early ages of eter- 


TIE) 


Let ſuch-and ſuch things be, and immediately they 


| appeared. But when that God-like creature man 


was about to be made, the whole Godhead or Elo- 
him are joined i in council to create the. lord of the 


ereation, even God's vicegerent in this lower 


world; one that was to wear his Maker s image; 
mou we are told, In the image of God created be him, 
Various have been the opinions of men con- 
cerning this i image of God in man, and in what 
ſenſe he was created in.the image of God. Ard 


whoever minutely enquires into the . proceſs of 


this amazing piece of workmanſhip, may find it 
thus: There is nothing more clear in ſcripture 
than that there are three perſons in the godhead, 
namely, Father, Son, and Spirit; and that each per- 


ſon in the eſſence was employed in the creation 


of man. This is clearly implied in theſe words, 
Let us make man. And that man, as he came out 
of the hand of God, was compoſed of body, ſoul, 
and ſpirit; and that theſe three parts being di- 
ſtinct from each 0 made up the compolition 
of man, 


The corporeal nk the ſcripture. declares, 


was the workmanſhip of the ſecond. perſon in 


the Godhead, called Jehovah Elohim, or the 


Logos or Word by. whom the. whole of the mate- 
rial world was made. And if man was ſo in no 
other ſenſe, ſurely his corporeal part was in the 
image of God]; for this very perſon; even before 
he appeared in our world as born of a virgin, had 
aſſumed that ſhape or image in which the body of 


nity, 
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* nity. And when he appeared to the patriarchs 1 
9 of old as a man, yet they made no ſcruple to call: 1 
2 him by the incommunicable name of Jehovah. 1 
15 And, whatever your ſentiments of God may be, 1 
br the idea that I have of God is this: That the 1 
'S | fulneſs of the godbead dwells bodily or really in the j | 
0 man Chriſt Jeſus, who is the true God and eternal if 
* life, And he made the corporeal part of man in 
at that very image in which the Godhead dwelt, in 1 
d which God is reconciled to man, and in which he: _ . 
of | will fit as judge of quick and dead; and fix the: x 
10 irrexerſible eternal doom of all mankind, We 9 
oh time ſhall be no more. : | 
id, » Then, as for the Soul, the intelligent or intel 

* lectual part of man, with all its noble faculties, 
0 this was what God the Father contributed in the 
ds, formation of man; for he is ſaid to breathe into 
put man the breath of life, in conſequence of 
ul, which he became a living ſoul; and is ſaid to be 

di- the Father of ſpirits or ſoul, which, at its ſepara- 
aon tion from the body, is faid to return to the God 2 
gave it. . 


The third part of man is E spirit, and was 
* given to man by the third perſon of the Godhead, 
even by the Spirit of God. Thus man, being 
compoſed of three parts, may be ſaid to be created 
kN in the image of the whole Godhead, each having 
contributed his part .of his e ee Thus 


fore enobled was that Godlike creature man, while he 
we continued in a ſtate of innocency. Well might 

— the ſcripture ſay, God made man upright, 

eter- 


But, 
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But, alas! man did not long continue in his 
primæval glory. It was not long before all his 
meridian ſun- ſhine was turned into midnight 
darkneſs. The continuance of this third part of 


his compoſition, even the gift of the Spirit, 
| depended upon his obedience; - he was in a2 
ſtate of probation. In the day thou eateſt of the 


tree of knowledge, thou ſhalt ſurely die, ſays the 


great God. And though ſome are of opinion, 
that from the day he diſobeyed, from that day, 
he. became mortal, or liable to a natural death. 
Yet ſurely this is not the full ſenſe of the thrat- 
 ening. The death which was threatened imme- 
dlately took place, even that very day in which 
Adam tranſgreſſed the divine command; for then 
the Spirit of God left him. And to be deſtitute 
of the Spirit of God is, through all the ſcripture, 8 


deemed a ſtate of death, ſpiritual death; for with- 


out the life of the Spirit of God, all men are as 


inſenſible of divine things, and of fellowſhip with 
God, as a man naturally dead is inſenſible of 


what paſſes in the natural world, and is cut off 
from all enjoyment of them. 


HFence it is that the ſcripture concludes all men in ; 


an unregenerate ſtate, dead. So ſays our Lord, Let 


+ the dead bury their dead; and the time cometh, and now is, 

. when the dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God; and 
they that hear, ſhall live. And ſays the apolile, to. 
ſome who were ſpiritually quickened, You that 


were dead hath he quickned. So that Adam's death; 


upon his diſobedience, was a ſpiritual death; but 


the 


| 1467 
the great reaſon why this threatned death is ſo 
much miſtaken is this; we are all brought into 
the world in a ſtate of ſpiritual death. And, 


as it is commonly ſaid, What we never had, * 
never loſt: So no man having the Spirit by na- 


ture till he is born of the Spirit, he vainly ima- 


5 he loſt nothing by the fall of Adam. 
But pray now, for illuſtration's ſake, ſuppoſe the 


eldeſt fon of one of the rebel lords, who loſt both 
his title and eſtate in the laſt rebellion, ſhould be 
fooliſh enough to ſay, he loſt nothing by his fa- 


ther's being a rebel, becauſe he had never been 
actually poſſeſſed of his father's title and eſtate; 
would not any one conclude he was loſt to all 
reaſon and quite beſide himſelf? And juſt as pre- 
poſterous do thoſe men talk, who would tell us 
Adam's ſin only affected himſelf, and we loſt. no- 
thing by his diſobedience. 


But indeed, to do theſe men juſtice, they are for 23 
, having every tub to ſtand upon its own bottom; for 
as they areconfident they received no detriment from 


Adam's tranſgreflion, ſo they neither expect nor will 


accept of the obedience : and death of Chriſt, to ren- 
der them acceptable in the fight of God ; and 
they till tell us, that every man is as much now in 


the image of God as Adam was; and this indeed 
in a ſenſe 1s true, for the body of man being made 


_ after the image of the Son of God, and the ratio- 


nal ſoul being an immortal ſpark ſtruck out of 
God, both of which continue the ſame, only with 


this difference, as man came out of the hand of 
his 


his Maker, the moral law was Written in his hear - 
by the finger of God, which was a tranſcript of 
all God's perfections; and there was nothing in 
man to warp him from his obedience to it; if 
N there was, he could never have been created in 
the image of God, who is holineſs itſelf, But 
now, though the moral law {till continues in very 
legible characters in the human foul, yet he 
has neither will nor power to obey it. This 
garden of God, which was holy, and declar- 
ed by fo God himſelf, is now all over-run with 
thorns and thiſtles. The fruitful field is became 4 
wilderneſs ; and all thoſe fruits of moral righteouſ- 
neſs, which grew in the garden of Adam's 1 a 
are all turned wild. So. ſays God himſelf, 
when ſpeaking of Lirael under the ſimilitude of a 
vineyard, I planted it a right vine; but when lo. 
ed that it ſhould have brought forth &7apes, bebold it 
8 brought forth wild grapes. 

And wherever unregenerate man is polen or 
in ſeripture, he is deſcribed as wild and degene- 
rated. He is com pared to that earth which beareth 
thorns and briers, and is rejefted, and is nigh unto curſe 
Ing, whaſe end is to be burned, and to a wild bull caught. 
ina net, and to a wild afs's colt, or to a dromedary i in 
the deſart, quite ungovernable. Now our Lord, in 
one of his 3 diveſts theſe thorns and thiſ- 
tles from their figurative import; and tells us plain 
ly what they are, namely, the cares of this world 
and the deceitfulneſs of riches. Theſe are they 


that not only choke the word of God, but choke 
_ that 


* 


5 that no hm which was originally ſown | 
; . in Adam's heart. Now by the cares of the world +. 
* are meant the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye | 
f and the pride of life; theſe are the thorns and 
thiſtles which more or leſs, flouriſh in the hearts 
oc all the ſons of JJJJHF[ ; 
And now, my friends, if this be che caſe; 
that in our fleſh dwells no good thing, let us 
learn theſe two things: Firſt, Never to think we. 


3 can clear the ground of our corrupt nature from 
a. theſe thorns and thiſtles which are its natural ; 
25 produce; for that which is filthy will be filthy 
. ſtill. The great God has ſaid it, Thorns au th, 
255 ' ths ſoall i it bring forth | to thee ; and ſo it will. There- 
lf, fore, ſecondly, As we have no moral rectitude of 
nt our own that will bear to be weighed j in the; 
2 ballance of the ſanctuary, we have need of be- 


ing renewed by the Spirit of God, who, when, .- 
be is came, will tale f the things of Chri it and ſhew. 
them to u; he will plow. up the fallow ground of 
our hearts; and makes us not only willing, but 
deſirous to be ſound in Chriſt, not having on our own. 
righteouſneſs, which ts of the law, but the righteouſneſs 
which is by faith i in the Sm of God; who wore on 
his.own head the curſe of the earth, and bore _- 

in his body the curſe of ſin, that man might be 
delivered from the eternal curſe of God's * and 
righteous law, | 


— 
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ORATION XV. 


On the converſion of the expiring thief on the 
ad. Ts the 

F Luther could once ſay he never ſhould have 

| known the ſcriptures, if it had not been for 


the oppoſition he met with from the papiſts ; ſure- 
ly every true believer may now ſay, if it were not 


from the vile gloſles which the Socinians put up- 


on many places in the word of God, he ſhould 
never take ſo much pains to ſtudy the oracles of 


truth. For who that has experimentally felt the 
efficacy of divine grace can avoid ſeeing the 
dreadful havock which is every day made of the 


doctrines of the goſpel? And who that has the 


honour of God, or the good of mankind at heart, 
but will think it his duty to guard his friends and 
acquaintance from being infected with that dead- 
ly poiſon, with which the Socinian doctrines ſo 


plentifully abound ? 


Tt is: upon this account I have choſen to give 
you an oration upon the converſion of the ex- 


piring thief, whoſe caſe has been moſt fally re- 


preſented by the W in direct e to 
the 


the 
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the whole current: of ſcripture, and the moſt ex- 
preſs texts of the eyangeliſts. For though there 


* 


is vot a paſſage in all the book of God, which diſ- 

plays ſo much of the love of God to a loſt and 
periſhing ſinner as the converſion of the thief up- 
on the croſs. Vet, could any one think it? that the 
Socinians, who can allow of no ſalvation but for 


what they call good works, have ſo baſely vilified 


this moſt amazing inſtance of redeeming love, 
which was ſhewn by our Lord when in the ago- 
nies of death, by ſnatching inſtantaneouſly an ex- 
piring thief from the jaws of hell. 
tend to tell us “ that this thief, chough puniſhed 
with the moſt terrible of all deaths, even the death 
of the croſs; nevertheleſs for all that, he was a 
mighty good ſort of a man; and though it's true, 
he had ſtole a little perhaps for meer neceflity 
ſome years before, yet he had repented when in 
priſon, and done a great many good things to 


Vet they pre- 


atone for his crime. And becauſe he had been 
ſo good for ſome years before he was executed; it 
was for this goodneſs of his (ſay the Socinians) 


that Jeſus Chriſt ſaved him,” 


This is the helliſh gloſs which than put upon 


the hiſtory of the penitent thief. But before I 
come to examine into the nature of the converſion. 

of this penitent thief, give. me leave to aſk you 
Socinian gentry two queſtions. - Firſt, Pray how 
came you ſo well acquainted with the life and 


converſation of this thief, that you can ſo con- 
9 affirm how ] mighty good he had been, 
and 


1266) | 


+9913 how long he had repented before he came to 
: the place of execution? When not one of the 
| - evangeliſts ſo much as mention either of the two 
ttieves till brought to be executed; ſo that what 
1 you ſay of this thief's goodneſs is a meer chimera, 
hlatched in your own brains, without the leaſt 
matter of fact to go upon. ; 
The ſecond queſtion is this; Pray how came | 
you to know that thoſe two thieves, or any other 
malefactors, were kept ſo long in priſon before 
: they were tried and executed? This is a ſuppoli-. 
- tion altogether as groundleſs as the other 3 for we 
find the cuſtom in thaſe provinces which were 
under the Roman government was, that as ſoon 
as a malefactor was taken, and his accuſers could 
attend, the governor entered into the judgment- 
hall and proceeded to trial immediately, and com- 
- mon]y the next day he was executed. This you 
know was the caſe of the Son with God himſelf, 
and many others I could mention. So that you 
| ſee both your aſſertions are groundleſs, as wel 
with regard to this thief's conduct before he was 
e upon the croſs, as with regard to the time 
between his apprehenſion and execution. 
But now to wave your nonſenſical REY 
Tal whims, let us adhere to matters of fact, as 
related by the evangeliſts, and there you ſhall 
find that in the ſalvation of this thief the great 
God did not vary one jot from the original plan, 
which he had laid down in his own Geral: mind 
| 'beſore the world began, with regard to the ſalva- 
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of death too. 
God's free grace at the laſt hour mentioned in 
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tion of his . And though the wk 0 God 
in the ſoul of man may be carried on fo progreſ- 
ſively in ſome. people, that from the time the Spi- 
rit firſt convinces of ſin, till the compleat ſalva- 
tion is witneſſed in the heart, may be almoſt a 
man's whole life; yet the whole of this work ap⸗ 
pears to be effected in this thief's heart, perhaps, 


in one quarter of an hour, and that in the agonies 
But as there is but one inſtance of 


ſcripture, it is, (fays 1 Mr. Burkitt) ce that none 
5 might deſpair ; 


J 


upon the croſs; nay, not even till after they were 


nailed up. And ſo far from there being any marks 


of repentance in either of them, that they appear 

even when hanging upon the croſs a couple. of as 
: Fe wretches as ever ſuffered ſuch a painful Re 
death. | 
. For, wad any one d it? theſe abandoned 
wretches nailed as they were, and hanging by 
four great wounds made through the moſt tender 
parts oſ their bodies were ſo monſtrouſly fool- hardy, 
that even when the Jewiſh clergy came to revile 
and mock the Son of God in his dying agonies, 
( ſay) theſe monſters, though in the ſame ago- 
nies of body with *. did lo brave it out, and 


= | - 2008 


and the reaſon there is but one, z 
„is that none might-preſume.” | 
Well then, let us examine what paſſed « on 3 
thief; and we find that he and his companion, who 
ſeem to be condemned for one and the ſame N 
crime, have no mention made of them till put 


* 
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were ſuch proficients in the devil's ſchool, as to 


re-echo the chief prieſts blaſpheming ridicule:; 
for Matthew tells us, that the thieves caſt the 240 
in his teeth that the prieſts and elders had done, 
And, ſays Mark, they that were crucified with 15 
reviled him, that is, mocked him. 

Now can any vulture-eyed Socinian 9 tha 
leaſt glimpſe of even what they call repentance in 
either of theſe two monſters of iniquity ? ſo far 
from it, that we may defy all the annals of anti- 


quity to produce two ſuch fool-hardy wretches in 


the extremity of pain and agony, and on the very 


- borders of hell, For if ever man be in the leaft 


ſerious, ſure we may expect it in his expiring 
moments. But if Matthew and Mark are to be 


credited, not a grain of ſeriouſneſs appeared in 


either of · them; fo that the Socinians may as well 
tell us the devil is actually become an angel of 
light, as to tell us either of theſe thieves was a 
ood ſort of a man when brought to be executed. 
As to St. Luke, he ſeems to take up the 


Hiſtory of the thieves, juſt where Matthew and 


Mark left it, as his intent was to give us an ex- 
traordinary inſtance of redeeming love. And what 


ſays he? one of the malefactors ;railed on him, 


that is, continued to rail on kim, as they had 


both begun to do; but the other rebuked him, 


that is afterwards, or elſe we muſt give both 
Matthew and Mark the lie, and ſay that they and 


Luke contradict each other; which we ſhall hard- 
ly allow to pleaſe the Socinians however, 


But 


101 


But die Mense 66, Res ad- Ae 
grace ſhows us that the great God will do what 


he will with his own; and that it is not the per- 
verſeneſs of men that ſhall top: the current of 
| God's love, but that he will work, and none ſhall 
Et it. For though here were two moſt abandoned 
wretches both alike for badneſs, yet one ſhall be 
taken and the other ſhall be left; and this proves 
the divinity of the Son of God, though himſelf 
was expiring in the moſt dreadful agonies; yet 
even then he could diſplay his almighty power in 


the converſion of a moſt profligate ſinner, and 


could deſpoil principalities and powers, and make 
a ſhow openly of the trophy of his victory even 


upon the croſs, by ſnatching a poor abandoned 


| thief out of the devil's jaws, and taking him tri- 
umphantly to glory, og: all the 2. 
troops of hell. 


But now, leſt Game ee workmonger 
ſhould ſay this was ſtrange proceeding in the Son 


of God, to make ſuch a vile wretch a companion 
for thoſe: glorified ſaints, who had ſerved God ma- 


ny years, and bore the heat and burden of the 


_ The evangeliſt Luke takes care to let thoſe 
ſee (who have eyes to ſee) that the whole regene- 
rating work of the Spirit of God did paſs upon 


this thief to as much perfection, as ever it did on 
any . * God ſince _ foundation of the 
world. 6 


Me quien this thief begins with t6 . 


elloy-fufſrer proves that the firſt work of the 
Bc N Spirit 


M — 


. 7 
< % r 
v3 

— oY. 


By this queſtion, Doſi not tþ 
ty implied that for his -part he did fear God. 


confeſs his fins; it ſtruck him with convit 


[70 9 
Spi pirit was wrought. Dof8 not thou fear Gad, feeing 
thou art in the ſame condemmation? and tir indeed 
Juftly, fer we receive” the dus yeward of our "deeds, 
mu fear Go? is plain 


Well then, he fear of God is the beginning of wiſe 
dom, But how came that fear there? Why, ſays 
God, I will put my fear in their hearts; no fear of 


God in any heart, till God puts it it there. And 


what did this fear teach him ? Why to own and 
We indeed juſtly, no palliating his crimes; but 
he owns his ſentence was juſt, and the due re- 
ward of his deeds. And though the death of the 
croſs was ſo terrible, yet being een ar 858 


he ſaw no ſeverity in it. 1 2 
This was repesftzace wine 2 eee 80 


though the Socinians ſay he was not fo bad, hav< 


ing only ſtole a little a long time ago; yet he 


does not ſay ſo; no, we indeed juſtly. And by 
his aſking his companion, Doſi thou-not-fear God ? 


proves his convictions were of the right ſort; for 
whoever has the fear of God in his heart, is far 
from a ſelfiſh-contracted ſpirit, but is always de- 
ſirous that other people ſhould have it too. And 
though the carnal world think God's people are 


for monopolizing the grace of God, yet I will ap- 


peal to all the converted people in the world, if 
their greateſt concern is not to bring others to 


the 2 of mr of ne as n as 


themſelves, - 
This 


fear God? But. does he reſt here? no; that 
Spirit who had let him fee his fins, ſoon let mm 
ſee his Saviour too; for he fail unto Jeſus 
(though he had juſt before called him a man) 
Toru, remember mo when thou comeſt into thy kingdom. 
4 Amazing was ever faith like this? Lord] what? 
to a poor, deſpiſed, agonizing, dying man, whom 
he had heard all the religious people in Jeruſalem 
inſult and reproach as the vileſt wretch that ever 


whom he himſelf had a little before upbraided 
with the ſame opprobrious language; and now to 


and wonder O earth! was there any thing in that 
por mangled bloody figure, whoſe face was more 
_ marred than any man's; was there any thing, I 
ſay, that could difcaver to this poor dying thief, - 
that there hung the Lord Proprietor of heaven 
and earth? Remember me when thou comeſt into thy 
Huingdom; not God's kingdom, but thy kingdom, 


had declared he was king of before Pontius Pi- 
late, which Paul _ was N ng 4 Lund n- 


Hin. 


| of the whole earths for ſo ſays the prophet, fall 


” 8 171 N 
This made the apoſtle Paul vid himſelf ac- 
e from Chriſt: for his brethrens ſake. An 
this made this thief aſk the other, Deſt not "thou 


bY 


hung between the heaven and the earth, and 


ſay unto Jeſus, Lord! Be aſtoniſhed O heavens! 


even the kingdom of heaven, which our Lord - 


This proves Chriſt to = the mighty God, 41 
this is the faith of all God's elect. The Spirit al- 
ways ſhows him to the converted ſoul as the Gd 
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he be called. Well, what anſwer does our Lord 
make? Does he ſay, Friend, thou art miſtaken, | 
chou ſhouldeft pray to God to remember thee; 1 
have enough to do to pray to God to remember 
myſelf? Does he ſay ſo? No; but amidſt all the 
agonies of approaching death with a maſeſty, 
which became the Lord of heaven and earth, Je- | 

ſus ſaid unto him, Yerily (he puts his Amen to it, 


8 the very oath that binds the eternal God) 7 fay 


Ante thee, this day thou ſhalt be with me in paradiſe, 
By this you ſee, as our Lord lived ſo he died; 


in the midſt of his moſt profound humility he 


ſcrupled not to appropriate to himſelf his own. 


primæval glory. It is but for omnipotence to ſay 5 
I will, and thou ſhalt; and this was our Lord's 


: i 


conſtant pratice through his whole le. 


0 
„ 4 


- nedadiccid] promiſe ? Not a age Word; 1 


his loudeſt fears were huſht. The peace. Pl C 


which paſſeth all under ſtanding, took poſſeſſion of his $ 
trembling heart, which made an inſtantaneous _ 


calm; as when the ſame Almighty Lord faid to 


the raging ſea, Peace, be ſtill, and there was a great 
calm. And when our Lord ſaid, Verihy I fay unto 
thee, this day thou ſhalt be with me in paradiſe, the 
Spirit of God witneſſed the promiſe, and ſealed | 
him an heir of glory; and tbe Nec: Yf this : was 


 quietneſs and aſſurance for ever, 


Thus you ſee it is but for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


to put forth the Almighty fiat which ſpoke un 


nutybered worlds into beings and immediately new 
| | creatures 


1 


$ 17 3 3 


creatures ariſe before him; a new ha is given: 
in a moment, and the vileſt ſinner men. 


into the greateſt ſaint. 
And now, my friends, hes FRE thinkof his. 


| expiring thief? You vulture-eyed eee : 
tell us this thief was ſaved for his morality, are 


you not aſhamed to act ſuch a helliſh thieviſh nick; 5 
as this, to rob the Son of God of the ſpoils of his 


croſs? One would think the diſpoſition of this 


thief when j it left him, has ever ſince cleaved unta 
you like the leproſy of Naaman the Aſſyrian to 
the ſervant of Eliſha, that you dare even to rob 


the eternal God i in the face of the ſun. But come, 


take a ſecond view of this thief's behaviour, and , 
ſee now, admitting him to be the vileſt wretch 
that ever lived when put upon the eroſs; whether 
the whole work of the Spirit of God, which pre- 


pares the ſoul for glory, did not paſs upon him, 


though perhaps in leſs than a quarter of an hour. 
Was not the fear of God, the firſt work of the 


Spirit, found in him? And was not conviction 


and repentance unto life found in him, when he 


ſaid we indeed juſtly? And was not faith in Je- 
ſus Chriſt (ſuch a faith at ſuch a time, as to de- 


gree, which never man before nor ſince had) 


found in him? And was not remiſſion. of fins. 

witneſſed in his ſoul by the Holy Ghoſt, which 

filenced all his fears experienced by him: 
And now do you know of any other thing that 


Juitifies, a ſinner in the fight of God, but repentance: 


243 _. fowards 
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towards God, and faith in our Lord Feſus Chrift, do 
you, I ſay? Yes, you Socinians will ie ar 
be had not done good works before he came to the 7 
creſs, Jeſus|Chriſt would net have ſaved him. Pray 
what do you call good works? Giving a farthing © 
now and then to the poor, and going to church of 
Wl | or meeting, and preſenting ' long prayers before 
| God, and doing no body any harm? Do you 
nt expect to be ſaved merely for doing this? O you 
treaſonous creatures! ſuch as you are the m— 
1 enemies to the Son of God the world ever knew. 
HAReäear what our Lord faid to your brother phariſees 
11 in his own time, Publicans and barlots enter into the hing- * 
en ud laſere you? and why? Becauſe you go about 
= 6 the rigbiecuſreſi of Ged. But what ſays the ſerip-ꝛ 
ture? Miu ibe biart man believeth unto righteanſueſs, - 
and with the mouth confeſſion. 14 made unta ſalvation. 
And did not the thief believe and confeſs all this? 
was not the tree of grace, demonſtrated to be 
3 ane . para 
Ty it was. 
But n J hear ſome for; 9 God aid 
fave this thief without any good works, but then 
God foreſaw that if he had lived, he would have 
done good works. Now this is quite as bad as 
| ſaying he was a good man before he hung on the 
| croſs. For if you allow God has any foreknow- 
' ledge at all; then, that foreknowledge let God 


— ͤ ok 
he 


— 


* 


me 
9 
4. 


1 
1 x” 


oo 


of / + 
A — * 
„ * 3 — poet * 
. « - 15 * Bs 


TT 
— 


» 3 ”_ 
* Q . 
> 4 


= oy 
7 * * oy ; * ; 


. 


place that is f 


council of Trent, and ſay there is: no ſuch thing 


a 1 4 4 4 as 
b - _ ** 
| 8 JV * > Q,/ 2 7 2 
bs 65 | — 5 s | 
55 2 —5 5 2 aq by 
. — oy "of, *> Bs — 4 = 3 
1 — " ES 
: þ — 


be did upon the 8 1 * 3 ge. of any 

thing wee the thing muſt ſome time take 
own: But as this thief was 
never to do, any. good yuorks,. it is the, greateſt * 
ſurdity ta ,lay God, ſoreſaw, if he had, Veda, Be: | 


would, have, done. gaod works. 


But do you think it podible. for the 1 7 _ Y 
to forgive Gras, Or will you, join iſſue with the 


as : ANG pus s fins forgixen, kill the day. ef 
judgment ? 1 know you Socinians will ; but prall. 


be ſo kind as not to make your FRE eee the 
ſtandard of deciſion. You might as well tell us 
there is no ſuch place as Rome; and that becauſe, > 
you have not ſeen it. But let God be true, and every 


man @ liar. There never was a child of God, but 


either mediately or immediately did know his ſins 
forgiven: and ſo ſenſible was the church of e * 
land of this, that ſhe declares, All works done 
before this juſtification or forgiveneſs of ſins, 


0 are ſo far from being. meritorious, that ſhe 


« doubts not but they have in them the nature of 
« ſin.” And ſo ſenſible was the apoſtle Paul of 
this being the privilege of every believer, that he 
writes to ſome that he calls only little children; 
and yet we find their ſins were forgiven them. 
Even David could glorify God, who had caſt all 
his ſins behind his back. | 
And how did the good people in every age 


W this? but by the Spirit of God witneſſmg with 
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their Sein that they were born of Ged. And if 


and _ remiffion. of - ſins - 


by or 


Lord's — command to be preached t all the 


world, would it not be very ſtrange if no body 
knew this remiffion of - fins as well as they knew 


that they repented of fin? But as the pardon of 
fin from the very nature of the thief's behaviour 


was experienced by him, ſo it is the. privilege of 
every believer to . alſo that he is paſſed from 


death umt life, even P the Wie nick God has 
Ju — 


1 onA fo 


1 Whew oy unto you,” a ye Hou! not pos 


have hy mera to: beg and 3 N not wir ge Lale 


vil. Ke 


T was 3 cbferved of pling ih * 
as never man ſpake, that without a parable, 
ſaid he nothing to the people. And as ſimiles, bor- 
rowed from natural and familiar objects, ſeldom 
fail of conveying a ſpeaker's meaning in the beſd: 
and cleareſt manner to the underſtandings of his: 
hearers, this method of teaching, our Lord al- 
ways purſued: And though ſome of his parables: 
appear to us, at this diſtance of place and time, 
not ſo eaſy to be underſtood, becauſe we are un- 
acquainted with the nature of the things from which. 
they were borrowed ; yet at the time when, and! 
in the country where our Lord lived, there 
was no body ſo ignorant but well underſtood; 
the nature of his ſimilitudes. 


As for this parable which you, gentlemen, . 


deſired me to make the ſubject of this oration; 
ſure there is no body ſo immured from the world,” 
but what muſt have obſerved how natural it is for: 
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children to reſort and play with their e companions | 
in a market-place, which is commonly in a wide 


open part of a town. Now, fays our Lord, (as 
if he. ſeemed at a loſs for ſimilitudes trifling and 
deſpicable enough to which he might com- 


pare the Jewifh nation) wherewnto Hall 1 liten b 


men of this generation? And what are they like? 
At laſt he hits upon a parable which would repre- 
fent them very eontemptible indeed; ſays he, The 


men of this generation are like unto r fatting in is 


marlet- place, who it ſeems had got very odd ſort of 
play-fellows, who were ſo ſullen that nothing 
could pleaſe them; for, ſay their companions, 


It have piped unto you; and what then? One 


would expect to hear, they ſhould have imme- 


diately begun to dance to the ſound of the pipe; 


but we find they were ſo mopiſn, that 111 will 


not move a foot, not they. 


But ſince piping will not do, their companions 
will try to touth their paſſions by another. method, 
they mourned unto them; that is, they ſung - them 


mournful tragical ſongs, which are apt to touch 


the tender paſſions, and ſet open the fluices of the 
eyes. But will this affect them? No, we. haue 


mourned unto you, and ye have not.wept. Sd that we 


find thoſe children were the moſt ſullen, ſtupid 
., creatures in the world, 


like ſo many ſenſeleſs. 
ſtones quite unmoved, either with piping or with 
mourning. And, as © men are but children of 
« a larger growth,” our Lord ſets home this 


parable u pon the men of that generation, and lets 
them 


\ 


— 


in „„ 
them know,, that they, had ated 2 part altogether, . 


as ſtupid as thate ſullen children. For God had 


ſent Jonn the Baptiſt in a weeping, mournful 
ſtrain, to ſhey to the hay/e M. Iſrael their tranſgreſ-. 
fim, and ta the children of Jacob their Jan, to alarm a 


ſtupid people yy the thunder of God's vindictive 


judgmants:for. a hraken law. 5 8 like the ſtupid 
children, this moyraful ditty had 1 no effect upon 


them; it did not ſo much as Haw 6 one tear. from? 


| their eyes. 1 


But will God. leave them 3 in en con- 
dition without, another trial ? No; ; after him came 
aur Lord him elf, with an olive- ach: of peace 
in his mouth, prodlaiming every where the goſ- | 
pel's joyful ſound, enough one would think te 
have moved the liſtening oaks; but what effect 
had our Lord? 13 ſoft warbling pipe? Why, they 
would not dance; like the deaf adder. they would 
not hear the charmer” s voice, which was enough 
to make the dead ariſe and leap for joy. But, in- 
ſtead of that, as John came in a dull mournful 
ſtrain, and with a dejected aſpect, and very much 
affecting ſolitude, they ſaid of him, he bath a devil. 
But as our Lord came in a more familiar way, 
being eaſy of acceſs, and far from affecting an un- 
common ſingularity, and frequently reſortin a- 
mongſt people of no great character for fan ity, 
they looked upon him as @ gluttonous man and a 
ꝛbine- Bibber, a friend of publicans and ſinners. DH 

Taus you ſee the diſpoſitions of the men of 
chat beben 3 Beitber law + nor goſ pelz neither 8 
1 John 
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Tasse 5 


n, nor Chriſt would: do the one was too 
mournful, the other too joyful. For let God ſend 
whom he would, learned or unlearned, ſons of 
confolation or ſons of thunder, nothing could 
\ 0 them. So that, well might our Lord com- 
pare them to children ſitting in the market - place, 
and ſaying one to another, we have piped unto 
you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned 
unto you, and ye have not wept. . 

But are we to ſtop here, and only. N this 
parable to our Lord's cotemporaries ? ? Surely no; 
for though the Jewiſh people were neither touch- 
ed with grief at the preaching of the law, nor 
tranſported with joy at the preaching of the goſ- 
pe, yet this parable is applicable to every age and 
nation, wherever the livel y oracles' of God ſhall 
come. And both this weeping and dancing which 
are ſignified in the parable, muſt be found in eve- 
ry individual of mankind in order to be happy, 
either here or hereafter. For our Lord declares; 
Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they fall be et 
and fays the Pſalmiſt, He that now goth on bis way 


weeping, N doubtleſs come. again with joy, and. bring 


his ſheaves with him. And again, ons that Eos in 


1 „ e ee eee 
Therefore let us now conſider, e ITO 


Firſt, The nature of this weeplag, and what 
_ occaſions it: And. 
Secondly, The nature of this dancing, and what 


4 7 


hat 


« And, as no one ſtands neuter in this iar; de 
hare ben ene, or both Ul theſe conditions. 1 


ft Firſt Mat by: weep, we are net” to think it 


was allz it would be no great trouble to me pe- 


of the watry element in their compoſi itions, that 


ing unto them. 


48 5 


ſhall conclude with examining whether any of us 


40% ; 


wg Batt 


ay mene che ſhedding a few briny tears; if that 


ple who are of ſuch a crocodile nature, that their 
tears can flow whenever they pleaſe: And others - 
are of ſuch fluctuating ſpirits, and have ſo much 


they can both laugh and cry at one breath. 

So we find a hypocritical Eſau, when he wy 
loſt his father's bleſſing, could weep with an ex- 
ceeding loud and bitter cry, and yet under all con- 
cealed the ſpirit of a murderer, But EN. 
tears flow from proper motives. _. 

We ſee the children thought their companions - 
ought to have wept, becauſe they mourned unto 
them: and their expectations were reaſonable; for 
weeping is of an affecting nature, and people of a 
tender diſpofition can hardly avoid it when a 
have examples before them. This made Horace 
ſay, If you would have me weep, do you ſhow 
« me the way by weeping yourſelf.” And that 
which ought to have been the occaſion of thoſe 
childrens weeping, was FUE ae ene mourn- 


And let me here obſerve by the way, that the 
great God deals with men as rational creatures; 5 
he does not ſend angels nor diſembodied fpirits to 


NL I 


be their inſtructors, but men wy like aon with 
themſelves; our fellow- ſinners, our companions,” 
God has ordained to teach us. Fer we are to ba 
drawn by the cards of a man. Hence it is that 
when the. great God himſelf condeſcended to be- 
come a. — of righteouſneſs, be wgas: Teund in 
faſhion a man, and was tempted in all things like un. 
to bis brethren, And no leſs than thirty: two times 
in the cvangeliſts he is ſtiled the Son of man. And 
though he was without ſin, yet being tempted 
like other men, he knew how to ſuecdur others. 
And though you find an angel was ſent to Core, 
nelius, yet he was not permitted to inſtruct him; 
but Cornelius muſt needs ſend for one Simon, 
whoſe ſir- name was Peter, and he was to tell him 
what. he muſt ds, Thus you ſee God's ordinary 
teachings are to be conveyed to us by our com- 
panions. But hqw are they to teach us! 1 Why, 
ſays the great God to the prophet, Sen of man, ſhow 
to the houſe of Iſrael their tr aiſereſſims, and to the chil- 1 
dren of Jacob their ſm. And how is this to be done, 
but by explaining the purity of God's righteous 
law, as our Lord did in his ſermon upon the 
mount: And ſometimes Gad ſo directs his preach- 
ers to explain thoſe branches of the moral law 
which their hearers have violated (as when Paul 
was led to reaſon of temperance, righteouſneſs, and 
judgment to come) that the moſt ſtout-hearted, lake 
Felix is made to tremble, * 
Nay, there is ſomething of N a 8 


nature in the moral law, that at the giving of it, ö 
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Moſes himſelf could not help crying out, I axcred-! 
ingly. fear. and tremble; and wherever the law is 


preached. with the demonſtration of the Spirit, and 
with power, O Sirs ! the preachers of it may well 


ſay, we have mourned unto you; for indeed it is 


the miniſtration of condemnation, and lays all 
mankind under its dreadful curſe, whether they 


| know, it or not; though the generality of people, 


ſit as eaſy, under the thunders and lightnings of 

God's holy law, as a ſmith's dog under an anvil, 

when the ſparks of fire fly round him. 
But where the law has executed its office, 8 


convinced the ſoul of ſin, let me aſk: you, that 
have felt its condemning power, whether or no it 


has not been to you an occaſion of weeping ; that 
is, whether it has not forced you from a felt ſenſe 
of your loſt condition, to cry out with the tremb- 
ling gaoler, what mu/! we do to be ſaved? It had 
ſuch an effect upon the great Colonel Gardner, 
that it forced him to ſay, he really thought God 
could not be Juſt unleſs he condemned him. 4 
Such then is the effect the law of God ought. 
to have; that inſtead of men endeavouring to ſave 
themſelves by it, they ought to be convinced that 
in the eye of the law they are condemned criminals, 
reſerved for the execution of vindictive juſtice. 
And if this be not a weeping condition, I know 
not what is; and by our Lord's introducing the 
children, as ſaying, we have mourned unto you, and 
ye haue not wept ;, ſure it inſinuates that they ought 


to have wept. And though this ſame ſtupid inſen- 


ſibility. 


ſchility may be charged dome upon the greateſt 
part of mankind, yet wherever the law executes | 


its office in any ſoul, a weeping condition imme - 


if 


diately follows. 


This was the ſtate David was in WE he 6 
earneſtly cried out, Enter not into judgment with thy: | 
| ſervant, O Lord for in thy fight ſhall no man living 


be juſtified. And this muſt have been the ſtate of 


the apoſtle Paul, when the law found him and 
ſlew him; for who that hears that dreadful; 


mournful ſentence, Curſed is every one that continutth- 
mut in all the things that are written in the book of the 


law to do them: Who, I ſay, that has the leaſt 


concern for his ſoul, can help ſhedding (if it were 


poffible) tears of blood? Nay, ſo ſenſible does 
David appear to be of the dreadful condition of 


thoſe who were under the curſe of the law, that, n 


ſay s he, mine eyes guſh out-with water; becauſe men 


beep not thy law. And ſo,very ſenſible was the pro- 


phet Jeremiah of the mournful-ſtate of thoſe wo 


had tranſgreſſed the moral law, that. he laments ö 


over them as already dead, when he breaks out in 


this affecting language; Oh! "that my. head were 
waters, and mine eyes-a fountain of tears, that I might” 


weep day and night for the 8 n of the daughter Us 1 \ 


people. 
Thus you ſee, how 8 the diſpenſation 
of the law is; and yet, tell it not in Gath, publiſh it 


net in the ireets of Aſtelon, though the God of eter- 


nal truth has declared, that, ' as many as are under 


ihe, law are under the curſe yet every individ ual of 
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mankind to whom! the law has not been a matter 
of weeping, is ſeeking to ſave himſelf, by his 


partial obedience to ſomething which he calls a 


law; though ſuch a 2 procedure is altogether as” 
prepoſterous as for a man to run into A a burning ; 


fire to cool himſelf. 


By this time, I take it for OY that thoſe 


| who have eyes to ſee, cannot help ſeeing how ab- - 


ſolutely neceſſary it is for the law to execute its 
condemning ſentence in the ſou] of man, and pro- 
duce what the parable means by weeping ; or elſe 
it will be'impoſfible that any one ſhould dance at 
the ſound of the goſpel-pipe. For what is the 
goſpel but a free pardon to a condemned criminal, 
to one who is tied and bound (as our cali 


expreſſes it) with the chain of his ſins, to one 
whom the law has condemned in the court of his 


own conſcience? Such then, and ſuch only who 
have been made to weep under a ſenſe of guilt, 
being weary and heavy-laden, will be made to | 
dance to the goſpel's joyful pipe. Þ 
But, as for your dead, dry, "haridhicat tes ö 
maliſts, who ſee no diſtinction between law and 
goſpel, but who are thanking God they are not 


like this or the other notorious publican, ſurely 
they may well be compared to the children in the 


market; for they will neither weep at the mourn- 
ful diſpenſation of the law, nor dance at the 
jubile pipe of the goſpel. 

But now, in the ſecond place, let me ſhow the 
nature of this dancing, and what occaſions that, 


and to illuſtrate this, 8 any of us were to 
viſit a condemned criminal in one of the dark cells 
in Newgate, who every day expected his death- 
warrant te be ſigned, do you think it not reaſon- 
able to expect to find him weeping and lamenting 
his dreadful ſituation? in the midſt of his diſtreſs,” 
ſuppoſe a meſſenger ſnould that inſtant come, and 
inſtead of preſenting the criminal with bis death 
warrant, ſhauld preſent him with a free pardon: 
from the king; do you think it would be 
in the, power of words to deſcribe the ſudden, 
the ſurprizing tranſport which muſt then; averftaw. 
his trembling heart? And after that, ſhould he. 
be told that a pardon was not all, but that a place 
of hanour was aſſigned him at court ; can vo 
Conceive but that he would be ſo a αingly over - 
comes as hardly to furvive.the joyful news N Well 
now, juſt ſuch in a ſpiritual ſenſe. is the caſe of 
every convinced ſinner, when under the con- 
demning ſentence. of God's righteous law. He 
has been tried in the gurt of his own conſ dience; 
the law af God bas condemnęd him; and he only 
waits, as in a doleful cell, till the day of execu- 
tion. But behold before he is aware, the goſpel- 
pipe ſounds liberty to the captives, and the open- 
ing the priſon door to them that are bound, and 
deglares, all that curſe and condemnation, Which 
a wounded ſinner labours under the ſenſe of, Was 
borne by Chriſt in his own body upon the tree; 
and that» by the blood of his covenant all his a 
| pris. are {ct free; and that juſtice, the moſt, t 
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tremendous of all the attributes of God, wen, 5 


honour ſay, Let this __e Oy nen 21 e 
found a ranſom. 


has this yu this free ſalvation, is ſet home: | 


a the —— ing of che goſpel, or by — the 
word of God, what is the conſequence? Juſt the 


ſame in a ſpiritual ſenſe, as with the criminal in a 
natural ſenſe; the ſoul immediately paſſeth from 


death unto life: the man that was one hour in the 
dungeon of deſpair, is the next delivered from all 
his fears and terrors, and may be compared to a 

bird eſeaped out of the ſnare of the fowler. And 


after this, when he ſees that he is not only tranſlated * 
eut of the kingdom of ſatan, but that he is brought into 


the kingdum of Gad dear Jan, and that he is an-huiy' 
of Gad, and even. a. jointsbewr of Feſus Iris; then 
inſtead of looking upon God as an angry judge, 
he now ſees him as a reconciled. Father in Chriſt. 
Now is there any ane who has heard the found * 
goſpel· pipe, ſo as to be thus made alive by is 


eee e but bat will indeed danes' | 
for joy | 4 


But, e 4 hor Ge Py you 5 5 
carried matters too far; there are but few of God's i. 
children that have been in either of theſe condi- 
tions to that decree you talk of. Indeed I muſt 
own there is a great deal of difference in mens 


natural conſtitutions; and what greatly affects one, 


will have leſs effect upon another 3 but far be it 
from me to ſay how much, or how long any one 
is 
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is to be under this weeping diſpenſation, or to pres” 
ſcribe to what heights his joy is to ariſe, when fal- 
vation is applied to his ſoul by the goſpel-pipe. 
But this I'muſt ſay, without a man is firſt brought 
4 to ſee himſelf condemned by the law, he never is 
_ ſo kieſſed as to ſee himſelf juſtified by faitli in 
11 Chriſt. The Spirit blows when and where bt Tfeth; 
Ji and it is impoſſible to ſay, in how ſhort a time a 
man may experience, what has . explained 5 ; 
weeping and dancing. eee Wien 
But as there is not a ein nor a grace of the f 
. but what the devil often counterſeits, he can 
mimick both this weeping and this dancing in the 
ſoul of man: therefore weare exhorted by the apoltle 
to examine ourſelves whether weare in the faitb. Let 
us ſee whether from the time we experienced what 
is here meant by dancing, the whole courſe of our 
lives be changed; whether we act from a dead or 
a living principle; if we are ſtill upon the old ſan- 
dy foundation of working for life, we may be ſure 
the devil has only Feen deceiving us with coun- 
terfeit ſorrow and counterfeit joy; but if our 
actions flow from a living principle, even from à2 
principle of love to God, believing he hath fit od 
#5, And if we love all mankind in and for God, 
we ſhall then act from life received, and ſhalt 
ſhow forth our faith by our works, and the tree 
will prove itſelf to be good by the good fruit which | 
it bears; and though there be a great deal of coun» 
_ terfeit weeping and dancing in the world, * it 
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does not follow that tere is no real evange ical 

weeping and dancing. * 

And by this parable our Lord phiniy news 
what a ſtupid wretched condition thoſe. people : 
actually are in, who are in the ſame manner un- * 

affected both with law and goſpel, as theſe chil- . 

dren were with piping and with mourning, And 
now, my friends, let us examine how ſtands the E 

_ caſe with any, or all of us? You may wonder why 
9 I ſo often addreſs you upon ſubjects of this kind, 

| but the reaſon of it is this: Our ſociety is the 


= z world in epitome; and as all are welcome here, 
AY without exception, it may be, curioſity may chance 
Me” to bring ſome of your gay unthinking' gentry 5 
Ber amonꝑſt us, in order to kill a little time in hearir : 
TMP what the bablers ſay; though, perhaps, from one 7 
our Pear's end to onother, they can by no means ſpare | ; 
N an hour to ſpend either at church or meeting; 58 
. that they may at ſeaſt be without excuſe, they are | 
Give inſenſibly, as it were, brought to hear the mourning 5 
e of the law, and the piping of the goſpel. And as 1 
Bure moſt of my ſubjects tend but to two points, name 3 
na ., to humble geen pride of men, and to exalt the 


bed I great Redeemer's righteouſneſs: Let me conclude - * : 
>..1 WW vith telling you, that I take it for granted there 4 
bai dare three forts of people here, namely, thoſe who A 93 
have heard the goſpel- pipe: thoſe who have only N 
hich . heard the mournful diſfhnſation of the law: and 
and thoſe who have neither ne the an, 


either of "OW or goſpel. * 


A. 
9 * 
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Tou that have heard the goſpel- pipe, and have 
danced at the joyful ſound, though you may baus 
heard it from your companions at an alehouſe, I 
dare ſay you will never repent. Vou that may he 
under {the thunders of the law, remember, God 
"firſt kills before he makes alive. You that gr 
the caſe of the ſtupid children, and quite unaf <Qed 
with either of theſe ſounds, do you remember 
likewiſe, if you live and die in this condition, you 
| ſhall be forced to bear a chorus (whether you will 
or no) in that doleful concert, where the .mulic 
will be weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth, 
trough the endleſs ages of a N eee 


